
EASTER

READ

Scripture Reading for each
day of Holy Week to share

with your family

SAY

Devotional thought that will
inspire and teach Biblical

lessons for each day

DO

Family Activity you can do
together to experience Holy

Week in whole new way

F A M I L Y  G U I D E  T O  H O L Y  W E E K
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PALM
SUNDAY
Read

As they approached Jerusalem and came
to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives,
Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them,
“Go to the village ahead of you, and at
once you will find a donkey tied there, with
her colt by her. Untie them and bring them
to me. If anyone says anything to you, say
that the Lord needs them, and he will send
them right away.”
This took place to fulfill what was spoken
through the prophet: “Say to Daughter
Zion,  ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle
and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the
foal of a donkey.’”
The disciples went and did as Jesus had
instructed them. They brought the donkey
and the colt and placed their cloaks on
them for Jesus to sit on. A very large
crowd spread their cloaks on the road,
while others cut branches from the trees
and spread them on the road. The crowds
that went ahead of him and those that
followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of
David!” “Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest
heaven!” Matthew 21:1-9 ESV E
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Say

As Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the
donkey, the crowds recognized him as a
king who would conquer the Romans
ruling over the Jews at that time.They laid
their cloaks and branches they cut down
along Jesus’ path and shouted, “Hosanna!”
which means “Save us!” Jesus knew what
his true purpose was–to die on the cross
and be raised to life again. It was part of
God’s rescue plan to give all people who
believe a way to have their sins forgiven
and to put them back into God’s family
forever. All of the excitement the crowds
had, welcoming Jesus to Jerusalem, is a
small picture of the excitement we can
have knowing Jesus died for the sins of all
people so they can be part of God’s eternal
Heavenly kingdom.

Do
Have a “Hosanna Parade”. Create your
own palm branches using one of the many
ideas for them online. Play one of the
songs listed in the Resource section and
sing, shout Hosanna, wave your palm
branches as you walk around and praise
the Lord!

Pray
Dear Jesus, We are filled with joy that you
came to be our forever king. You deserve
all of the joy, excitement, praise, and
worship we can offer to you. Amen.



MONDAY
Read 
On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the
temple courts and began driving out those
who were buying and selling there. He
overturned the tables of the money
changers and the benches of those selling
doves, and would not allow anyone to
carry merchandise through the temple
courts. And as he taught them, he said, “Is
it not written: ‘My house will be called a
house of prayer for all nations’? But you
have made it ‘a den of robbers.’” 

Mark 11:15-16 ESV

Say
God’s temple was meant to be a place of
worship where his people would come to
offer sacrifices to him and worship him.
Jesus saw many people using the temple
courts as a place to sell and trade things to
earn a profit, often cheating people out of
money because of their high costs. Jesus
set things right in the temple, cleansing it
from the evil people had used it for. 

Do
Ahead of time, put trash items inside your
child’s toy box or bin without them
knowing. As an object lesson, take your
kids to “clean out” their toys, removing all
of the trash that doesn’t belong there. Ask
your kids why trash shouldn’t be put in
with their toys. Explain that God says our
bodies are temples we can worship him
with. If we throw “trash” (sin) all over
inside ourselves, are we keeping our
temples clean in a way that brings glory to
God?
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PRAY
 

DEAR GOD, THANK YOU
FOR CREATING US TO

WORSHIP YOU AND GIVE
YOU GLORY. HELP US TO
SEE WHEN OUR TEMPLES

(OUR THOUGHTS AND
HEARTS) ARE MESSED UP
BY OUR SIN AND TO ASK
YOU FOR FORGIVENESS
TO CLEAN OUT OUR SIN.
WE WANT EVERYTHING

WE DO, SAY, AND THINK
TO WORSHIP YOU. AMEN.

 



TUESDAY
Read
One of the teachers of the law came and
heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus
had given them a good answer, he asked
him, “Of all the commandments, which is
the most important?”

 “The most important one,” answered
Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord
our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind and with
all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no
commandment greater than these.”
“Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You
are right in saying that God is one and
there is no other but him. To love him with
all your heart, with all your understanding
and with all your strength, and to love your
neighbor as yourself is more important than
all burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

 When Jesus saw that he had answered
wisely, he said to him, “You are not far
from the kingdom of God.” And from then
on no one dared ask him any more
questions. 

Mark 12:28-34 NIV

Say
The religious leaders were looking for ways
to catch Jesus saying something that didn’t
line up with God’s rules. Instead, he gave
answers that taught people how to best
worship God. Loving God and loving others
well shows others a true picture of God’s
love for them. How can we show God our
love for him and show others God’s love?
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DO
 

CUT OUT TWO, LARGE PAPER HEARTS
FROM CONSTRUCTION PAPER. 

 
ON ONE HEART, WRITE “LOVE GOD”; ON

THE OTHER, WRITE, “LOVE OTHERS”. 
 

TAKE SOME TIME AS A FAMILY TO WRITE
DOWN ON EACH CORRESPONDING HEART

DIFFERENT WAYS YOU CAN LOVE GOD AND
OTHERS WELL. 

 
HANG THE HEARTS UP IN A PLACE YOU CAN

SEE THEM. 
 

PICK THINGS OFF YOUR HEARTS TO DO
THIS WEEK. 
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Pray
Dear Lord, We want to be obedient
followers of you who love you with

everything we have and to love others so
they can see how much you love them.
Help us to listen to your voice as you
show us opportunities to do both this

week. Amen
 



WEDNESDAY
Read

Therefore many of the Jews who had come
to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did,
believed in him. But some of them went to
the Pharisees and told them what Jesus
had done. Then the chief priests and the
Pharisees called a meeting of the
Sanhedrin. “What are we accomplishing?”
they asked. “Here is this man performing
many signs. If we let him go on like this,
everyone will believe in him, and then the
Romans will come and take away both our
temple and our nation.”

Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who
was high priest that year, spoke up, “You
know nothing at all! You do not realize
that it is better for you that one man die
for the people than that the whole nation
perish.” He did not say this on his own, but
as high priest that year he prophesied that
Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, and
not only for that nation but also for the
scattered children of God, to bring them
together and make them one. So from that
day on they plotted to take his life. 

John 11:45-53 NIV
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Say

A week that started out with celebration
had taken a sad turn. More and more
people wanted Jesus arrested and killed.
The Jewish church leaders instructed
everyone that if they found Jesus they
should report it. Instead of believing in
Jesus as the Son of God, they saw him as
someone who would take away what they
believed was their best way of life. How
was it possible for some to believe in Jesus
as the Messiah and others to see him as a
threat to be destroyed? 

Do
Using a paper plate, decorate one side
with bright colors and the words, “We
believe.” to represent all of the people who
believed Jesus was who he said he was.
Decorate the other side with dark colors
and the words, “We do not believe.” Talk
about the difference between the two
kinds of people and why some thought
Jesus was a threat who needed to be
arrested.

Pray
Dear God, Thank you for sending your son,
Jesus, as the one who would rescue all who
believe in him from sin and death.
Sometimes people don’t choose to follow
Jesus because they don’t understand that
obeying God is the best way to live their
lives. They think they know what’s best.
Please help us to show others God’s best
and only answer is Jesus. Amen.



THURSDAY
Read

Therefore many of the Jews who had come
to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did,
believed in him. But some of them went to
the Pharisees and told them what Jesus
had done. Then the chief priests and the
Pharisees called a meeting of the
Sanhedrin. “What are we accomplishing?”
they asked. “Here is this man performing
many signs. If we let him go on like this,
everyone will believe in him, and then the
Romans will come and take away both our
temple and our nation.”

Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who
was high priest that year, spoke up, “You
know nothing at all! You do not realize
that it is better for you that one man die
for the people than that the whole nation
perish.” He did not say this on his own, but
as high priest that year he prophesied that
Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, and
not only for that nation but also for the
scattered children of God, to bring them
together and make them one. So from that
day on they plotted to take his life. 

John 11:45-53 NIV
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Say

A week that started out with celebration
had taken a sad turn. More and more
people wanted Jesus arrested and killed.
The Jewish church leaders instructed
everyone that if they found Jesus they
should report it. Instead of believing in
Jesus as the Son of God, they saw him as
someone who would take away what they
believed was their best way of life. How
was it possible for some to believe in Jesus
as the Messiah and others to see him as a
threat to be destroyed? 

Do
Using a paper plate, decorate one side
with bright colors and the words, “We
believe.” to represent all of the people who
believed Jesus was who he said he was.
Decorate the other side with dark colors
and the words, “We do not believe.” Talk
about the difference between the two
kinds of people and why some thought
Jesus was a threat who needed to be
arrested.

Pray
Dear God, Thank you for sending your son,
Jesus, as the one who would rescue all who
believe in him from sin and death.
Sometimes people don’t choose to follow
Jesus because they don’t understand that
obeying God is the best way to live their
lives. They think they know what’s best.
Please help us to show others God’s best
and only answer is Jesus. Amen.



FRIDAY
Read 
And they crucified him. Dividing up his
clothes, they cast lots to see what each
would get. It was nine in the morning when
they crucified him. The written notice of
the charge against him read: the king of
the jews. They crucified two rebels with
him, one on his right and one on his left. 

Those who passed by hurled insults at him,
shaking their heads and saying, “So! You
who are going to destroy the temple and
build it in three days, come down from the
cross and save yourself!” In the same way
the chief priests and the teachers of the
law mocked him among themselves. “He
saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save
himself! Let this Messiah, this king of
Israel, come down now from the cross,
that we may see and believe.” Those
crucified with him also heaped insults on
him.

At noon, darkness came over the whole
land until three in the afternoon. And at
three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a
loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?”
(which means “My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me?”). When some of those
standing near heard this, they said, “Listen,
he’s calling Elijah.” Someone ran, filled a
sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a staff,
and offered it to Jesus to drink. “Now
leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to
take him down,” he said. With a loud cry,
Jesus breathed his last. 

Mark 15:24-37 NIV
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SAY
 

SOMETIMES IT’S HARD TO
UNDERSTAND WHY JESUS HAD TO
DIE. HE WAS THE ONLY ONE WHO

COULD TAKE ON ALL THE SINS OF THE
WORLD BECAUSE HE WAS SINLESS

AND INNOCENT OF ANY
WRONGDOING. HE WAS PUNISHED,

HUMILIATED, BEATEN, AND MADE FUN
OF. BUT NO MATTER WHAT, JESUS

WAS OBEDIENT TO HIS FATHER
BECAUSE IT WAS THE ONLY WAY FOR

FORGIVENESS TO BE MADE
COMPLETE. 

 
 

DO
 

USING PAINTERS TAPE, TAPE A CROSS
SHAPE ONTO THE CENTER OF A WHITE

PIECE OF PAPER. HAVE YOUR KIDS
COLOR THE ENTIRE PAGE WITH A

BLACK MARKER OR CRAYON. WHEN
THEY’RE DONE, CAREFULLY PEEL OFF

THE TAPE, REVEALING A WHITE
CROSS. THE BLACK REPRESENTS SIN,

AND THE WHITE OF THE CROSS IS
JESUS WASHING PEOPLE’S SINS AWAY

SO THEY CAN BE PART OF GOD’S
FAMILY FOREVER. 
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PRAY
 

DEAR JESUS, THANK YOU
FOR SUFFERING PAIN
AND DEATH ON THE

CROSS SO THAT ANYONE
WHO BELIEVES IN YOU
CAN BE FORGIVEN AND

BECOME PART OF GOD’S
FAMILY FOREVER. AMEN.

 
 



SATURDAY
Read
After these things Joseph of Arimathea,
who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly
for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he
might take away the body of Jesus, and
Pilate gave him permission. So he came
and took away his body. Nicodemus also,
who earlier had come to Jesus by night,
came bringing a mixture of myrrh and
aloes, about seventy-five pounds in
weight. So they took the body of Jesus and
bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as
is the burial custom of the Jews. Now in
the place where he was crucified there
was a garden, and in the garden a new
tomb in which no one had yet been laid. So
because of the Jewish day of Preparation,
since the tomb was close at hand, they laid
Jesus there. 

John 19:38-42 ESV

Say
The Sabbath day was a very important day
in the Jewish culture. You didn’t cook or
work on that day, so the day before was
spent in preparation. Those who loved
Jesus were able to wrap his body in cloth
and put him in a tomb but didn’t have time
to do everything the people usually did to
get a body ready for burial. After the most
awful day when Jesus died, can you
imagine how hard it was for his followers
to be quiet and rest? But that’s what they
did. 
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Probably with lots of tears and sadness.
What would it have been like for those
who loved him to try to rest even though
they were probably hoping beyond hope
to find out his death was just a bad dream?

Do
The day between Jesus’ death and his
resurrection was probably an even quieter
day than usual. We don’t like waiting,
especially when we don’t know what’s
going to happen next. Set a timer for you
to sit as a family in silence as a reminder
that the followers of Jesus went from
walking with him, learning from him, and
being with him to silence from him.

Pray
Dear God, Thank you that even when it
seems you’re silent, you’re not. When
Jesus died, it didn’t seem like anything
good was ever going to happen again. But
you were working behind the scenes,
preparing for a huge celebration. Help us
to be patient and always trust you in the
quiet, waiting times.  Amen.



SUNDAY
Read 
But on the first day of the week, at early
dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the
spices they had prepared. And they found
the stone rolled away from the tomb, but
when they went in they did not find the
body of the Lord Jesus. While they were
perplexed about this, behold, two men
stood by them in dazzling apparel. And as
they were frightened and bowed their
faces to the ground, the men said to them,
“Why do you seek the living among the
dead? He is not here, but has risen.
Remember how he told you, while he was
still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be
delivered into the hands of sinful men and
be crucified and on the third day rise.” And
they remembered his words, and returning
from the tomb they told all these things to
the eleven and to all the rest. 

Luke 24:1-9 ESV

Say
What an amazing end to a story that was
really an amazing beginning! Jesus died on
the cross and was raised to life again which
was a very happy ending for his followers
who were so very sad. But, in a way, it was
just the beginning. The beginning of a new
way of living in relationship with God. No
longer would people need to continually
make sacrifices for their sins to be
forgiven. They just had to believe Jesus
was the Son of God who had died and rose
again to beat sin and death forever. It’s the
happiest story ever and the most exciting
day in history…until the day that Jesus
returns to make all things new for those
who believe!
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DO

BAKE EMPTY TOMB ROLLS TOGETHER (SEE RECIPE
BELOW). 

WHILE YOU MAKE THEM, TELL YOUR KIDS THAT THE
MARSHMALLOW REPRESENTS JESUS. 

AS YOU WRAP THE MARSHMALLOW IN THE DOUGH,
EXPLAIN THAT THE DOUGH IS THE TOMB IN WHICH

JESUS’ BODY WAS SEALED. 

BAKE THE ROLLS. 

WHEN THE ROLLS ARE SLIGHTLY COOLED BUT STILL
WARM, OPEN THEM UP TO FIND AN EMPTY SPACE

INSIDE WHERE THE MARSHMALLOW WAS. 

JESUS WAS RISEN; HE WAS NO LONGER IN THE TOMB!

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Prepare muffin pan (preferably jumbo muffin pan) with non-stick
cooking spray.

Separate rolls into eight triangles and set aside. Combine sugar and cinnamon in a small bowl.
Dip each marshmallow into butter, then roll in cinnamon-sugar and place on a triangle dough.

Pinch dough around marshmallow, sealing all edges. Make sure to seal well or all the
marshmallow will escape.

Dip tops of dough into the remaining butter and then into the cinnamon-sugar. Place rolls with
the sugar side up into prepared muffin cups.

Bake at 375 degrees for 13 - 15 minutes. Eat warm.

 Empty Tomb Rolls Recipe
 

1 (10 ounce) package jumbo refrigerated crescent rolls
1/4 cup sugar

1 tablespoon ground cinnamon
8 large marshmallows
1/4 cup butter, melted

 
1.

2.
3.

4.

5.
 



PRAY
 

DEAR GOD, THANK YOU FOR
EASTER! THANK YOU FOR

SENDING YOUR SON TO LIVE A
SINLESS LIFE ON THE EARTH
AND TO TAKE ALL THE SINS

OF THE WORLD UPON
HIMSELF WHEN HE DIED ON

THE CROSS. THANK YOU FOR
SHOWING US YOUR MIGHTY

POWER THROUGH AN EMPTY
TOMB AND A RISEN SAVIOR!

HALLELUJAH! AMEN. 
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