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Rainbow Forest

2021 Theme

Preparing For the Coming 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ
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1 Thessalonians 5:23-25

Now may the God of peace himself 
sanctify you completely, and may your 
whole spirit and soul and body be kept 
blameless at the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; 
he will surely do it.  Brothers, pray for us. 

Rainbow Forest
Mission Statement

Connecting the Disconnected 
to Christ, Community and the Call

Our Purpose

To glorify God in everything 
we say and do
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Connecting Through the Word

“Remember These Things”

2 Peter 1

Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus 
Christ, To those who have obtained like precious 

faith with us by the righteousness of our God 
and Savior Jesus Christ:

Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the 
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, as His 

divine power has given to us all things that 
pertain to life and godliness, through the 

knowledge of Him who called us by glory and 
virtue, 
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By which have been given to us exceedingly 
great and precious promises, that through these 

you may be partakers of the divine nature, 
having escaped the corruption that is in the 

world through lust.
But also for this very reason, giving all 

diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue 
knowledge, 6to knowledge self-control, to self-

control perseverance, to perseverance 
godliness, 

To godliness brotherly kindness, and 
to brotherly kindness love.

For if these things are yours and abound, you 
will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, 
even to blindness, and has forgotten that he 

was cleansed from his old sins.
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Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to 
make your call and election sure, for if you do 

these things you will never stumble; 11for so an 
entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into 
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ.
For this reason I will not be negligent to remind 
you always of these things, though you know 

and are established in the present truth. 

Yes, I think it is right, as long as I am in this 
tent, to stir you up by reminding you, 

Knowing that shortly I must put off my tent, 
just as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me. 

11

Moreover I will be careful to ensure that you 
always have a reminder of these things after my 

decease.
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These are Peter’s last words… 
vs. 14, vs. 15

Knowing that shortly I must put off my tent, 
just as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me. 

Moreover I will be careful to ensure that you 
always have a reminder of these things after my 

decease.

The phrase “these things” 
is used five times.

v. 8 - if these things are yours
v. 9 - he who lacks these things is shortsighted
v. 10 - if you do these things you will never 

stumble
v. 12 - to remind you always of these things
v. 15 - that you always have a reminder of 

these things after my decease
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The motivation to find out 
what these things are:

V. 8 “you will not be barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ”

Vs. 10 “you will never stumble”
Vs. 11 “you will have an entrance into heaven 

that will be glorious without shame”
The negative:
Vs. 9 “shortsighted” - “blind” - “forgotten the 

newness of forgiveness of sins”

“Give diligence”

something to pay attention to..  
take heed to… 

give time and effort to…

“add” – one after the other in order….. 
The word translated "add" really means "to 

supply generously." 
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We develop the next quality as we exercise the 
previous quality. These graces relate to each other 

the way the branch relates to the trunk and the twigs 
to the branch. 

Like the "fruit of the Spirit" (Gal. 5:22-23), these 
qualities grow out of life and out of a vital 

relationship with Jesus Christ. It is not enough for the 
Christian to "let go and let God," as though spiritual 
growth were God's work alone. Literally, Peter wrote, 
"Make every effort to bring alongside." The Father 

and the child must work together

The specific order is important…

1. Faith
2. Virtue
3. Knowledge
4. Self-control
5. Perseverance
6. Godliness
7. Brotherly kindness
8. Love
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You can never begin a journey without 
first determining where you are.

Then it is just one step at a time. 

First step begins with faith and end with love… 
love for the Savior, others…

Love is the mark of spiritual maturity 
and discipleship…

Look at these as steps to spiritual maturity 
or spiritual growth….

Faith 
Beginning of everything for the believer.

Salvation begins with faith

Ephesians 2:8-9 
For by grace you have been saved through faith, 
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 

not of works, lest anyone should boast.
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Christian life
“the just shall live by faith” Rom 1

2 Corinthians 5:7 
For we walk by faith, not by sight.

Hebrews 11:6 
But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he 
who comes to God must believe that He is, and that 
He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

Romans 10:17 
So then faith comes by hearing, and 

hearing by the word of God.

The best description of faith at work in our lives:
2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our 
outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being 
renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is 

but for a moment, is working for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we do not 

look at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen. For the things which are seen are 

temporary, but the things which are not seen are 
eternal.
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Add to Your Faith – Virtue 

Separation

2 Corinthians 6:17 
Therefore "Come out from among them 
and be separate, says the Lord. Do not 
touch what is unclean, and I will receive 

you." 

Psalm 24:3-6 

Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? Or 
who may stand in His holy place? He who has 

clean hands and a pure heart, Who has not lifted 
up his soul to an idol, Nor sworn deceitfully. He 

shall receive blessing from the LORD, And 
righteousness from the God of his salvation. This 
is Jacob, the generation of those who seek Him, 

Who seek Your face. Selah 
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Add to Virtue – Knowledge

Dedication 
Shortly afterward your salvation and separation, 

you clearly hear God’s calling and you say, 
“Lord, here’s my life…”  

Isaiah 6:8 – After confession and cleansing –
then you hear God asking… “Whom shall I 
send…” and you respond, “Here am I, send 

me…”

Romans 12:1 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that you present your bodies 

a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, 
which is your reasonable service. 
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Add to Knowledge - Self-control 

Discipline

Instead of doing things to please the flesh… now 
things to please the Lord and fulfill your 

dedication…

Teach the SS class.. go to church… visitation… 
study the Bible… go to Bible School, Seminary…

Add to Self-Control – Perseverance

Patient endurance

Will now face suffering… trials, 
tribulations, tough circumstances..  

James 1:2 “Count it all joy… different trials.. 
produces patience…”
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Romans 5:3-5

And not only that, but we also glory in 
tribulations, knowing that tribulation 

produces perseverance; and perseverance, 
character; and character, hope. Now hope 
does not disappoint, because the love of 

God has been poured out in our hearts by 
the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

1 Peter 1:6-7

In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a 
little while, if need be, you have been grieved 
by various trials, that the genuineness of your 

faith, being much more precious than gold 
that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may 
be found to praise, honor, and glory at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ,
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Ecclesiastes 3:1-2
For everything there is a season, and a time for 
every matter under heaven: a time to be born, 
and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to 

pluck up what is planted; 

A time to die… 

Death of a vision
Abraham & Sarah – Isaac  - 100 years old…

What is your experience?
“A season for every purpose under heaven.”

What do you do in these times?  You learn to 
trust in the darkness what the Lord showed you 

in the light!!!

The greatest hurts in life come from those 
closest to you.. the friend, the family member… 
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Add to Perseverance – Godliness

You respond in a 
“God-Like” way 
to the trials…

But when you respond God’s way…. 

It leads to:

Add to Godliness - Brotherly Kindness

A new understanding of the 
inner feelings of others…

A new compassion for others…

A willingness to be kind to 
those who might be unkind to you…

As you extend this understanding 
and kindness to others…
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And then you will experience 
a new level of God’s Love!

Add to Brotherly Kindness – Love
This is agape love…
A new love for God, 

A new love for His Word, 
A new love for His Children… 
A new love for His Church…

A new love for His Harvest fields…. The lost….
This is a God thing…. 

Next thing you know you are going forward in a 
church service to surrender to the mission field… 
to go to a foreign land… sell everything – leave 

everything
Family, security, familiarity, friends, 
comforts and pleasures of home….

Because of this love….

Now you need a new level of faith…… 
more of Jesus, more prayer, more Bible… 

more of Him and less of you….
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This is a spiral walk… an upward walk….

Now at: 
A new level of Faith…. 
A new level of Separation… virtue..
A new level of Dedication…
A new level of Discipline .. Self-control
A new level of Perseverance… patience
A new level of Godliness
A new level of Brotherly Kindness
A new level of Love

The Journey of Life

Ecclesiastes 

“the end of a thing is better than the beginning”

Enjoy Him today… 
Take time to smell the roses today…

Its all about Him having His way in you….
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If you “Remember these things” you will:

V. 8 “you will not be barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ”

Vs. 10 “you will never stumble”

Vs. 11 “you will have an entrance into heaven that 
will be glorious without shame”

If you forget these things, you will be:

Shortsighted, Blind & Dirty

Vs. 9 
For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, 

even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was 
cleansed from his old sins.
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What Kind of Entrance 
will you have into Heaven?

Will you have an entrance into heaven 
that will be glorious without shame?


