
Sunday Message – August 15, 2021 
Remember These Things 

2 Peter 1:1-15 
 

Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To those who have obtained like precious faith with us 
by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus 
Christ: 
2Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge 
of God and of Jesus our Lord, 3as His divine power has 
given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory 
and virtue, 4by which have been given to us exceedingly 
great and precious promises, that through these you 
may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped 
the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
5But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to 
your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6to knowledge self-
control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance 
godliness, 7to godliness brotherly kindness, and to 
brotherly kindness love. 8For if these things are yours 
and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9For he who 
lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, 
and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old 
sins. 
10Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make 
your call and election sure, for if you do these things 
you will never stumble; 11for so an entrance will be 
supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
12For this reason I will not be negligent to remind you 
always of these things, though you know and are 
established in the present truth. 13Yes, I think it is right, 

as long as I am in this tent, to stir you up by reminding 
you, 14knowing that shortly I must put off my tent, just as 
our Lord Jesus Christ showed me. 15Moreover I will be 
careful to ensure that you always have a reminder of 
these things after my decease. 

 

Your life is your time in between your birth and your 
death. 

Your journey of life or time begins with your birth and 
ends with your death. 

Where are you now on the journey of life?  Your spiritual 
pilgrimage. 

Have you ever notice that spirituality is not something 
you attain.  Or put another way, a certain level of 
spiritual maturity or the destination is really not all that 
important.  It is the journey that God is concerned about. 

How do you compare spirituality…to someone else is 
not good – pride or condemnation. 

Some would think that if you can be like the preacher or 
the missionary you would be spiritual…. 

My pastor – John Rawlings… when asked if he got up at 
4 or 5 am to read and pray… replied, “Son, I don’t even 
know if I’m saved or not until about 10:am. 

It’s the journey that’s important… where are going? 

 

To get anywhere you have to know where you are… My 
GPS… 

 

Now Peter is a great one to teach us about this…  

He was pretty crude as a fisherman turned disciple of 
Jesus. 

 



Several things to notice about this passage: 

 

These are Peter’s last words… vs. 14, vs. 15 

Knowing that shortly I must put off my tent, just as our 
Lord Jesus Christ showed me. Moreover I will be careful 
to ensure that you always have a reminder of these 
things after my decease. 

 

Then the phrase “these things” is used five times. 

v. 8 - if these things are yours 

v. 9 - he who lacks these things is shortsighted 

v. 10 - if you do these things you will never stumble 

v. 12 - to remind you always of these things 

v. 15 - that you always have a reminder of these 
things after my decease 

 

The motivation to find out what these things are: 

V. 8 “you will not be barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” 

Vs. 10 “you will never stumble” 

Vs. 11 “you will have an entrance into heaven that 
will be glorious without shame” 

The negative: 

Vs. 9 “shortsighted” - “blind” - “forgotten the newness 
of forgiveness of sins” 

 

Because you are a new creature as a partaker of the 
divine nature… 

 

 

 

“Give diligence”:   

Something to pay attention to..  take heed to… give time 
and effort to… 

 

“add” – one after the other in order…..  

The word translated "add" really means "to supply 
generously." In other words, we develop one quality as 
we exercise another quality. These graces relate to each 
other the way the branch relates to the trunk and the 
twigs to the branch.  

Like the "fruit of the Spirit" (Gal. 5:22-23), these qualities 
grow out of life and out of a vital relationship with Jesus 
Christ. It is not enough for the Christian to "let go and let 
God," as though spiritual growth were God's work alone. 
Literally, Peter wrote, "Make every effort to bring 
alongside." The Father and the child must work together 

Illustrate with asking someone to stand in a spot in front 
and have the goal to go to another spot in front. 
 
The specific order is important… 
 

1. Faith 
2. Virtue 
3. Knowledge 
4. Self-control 
5. Perseverance 
6. Godliness 
7. Brotherly kindness 
8. Love 

 
The can never begin a journey without first determining 
where you are.  Google maps…. Then it is just one step 
at a time.  
 



First step begins with faith and end with love… love for 
the Savior, others… 
 
Love is the mark of spiritual maturity and discipleship… 
 
Look at these as steps to spiritual maturity or spiritual 
growth…. 
 
Faith  
Beginning of everything for the believer. 
 
Salvation begins with faith 
Ephesians 2:8-9  
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and 
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, 
lest anyone should boast. 
 
Christian life – “the just shall live by faith” Rom 1 
2 Corinthians 5:7  
For we walk by faith, not by sight. 
 
Hebrews 11:6  
But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he 
who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He 
is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.  
 
Romans 10:17  
So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God. 
 
The best description of faith at work in our lives: 
2 Corinthians 4:16-18  
Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our 
outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being 
renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but 

for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but 
the things which are not seen are eternal. 
 
Add to Your Faith – Virtue  
Separation 
 
2 Corinthians 6:17  
Therefore "Come out from among them and be 
separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, 
and I will receive you."  
 
Psalm 24:3-6  
Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? Or who may 
stand in His holy place? He who has clean hands and a 
pure heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, Nor 
sworn deceitfully. He shall receive blessing from the 
LORD, And righteousness from the God of his salvation. 
This is Jacob, the generation of those who seek Him, 
Who seek Your face. Selah  
 
Holy – Cleansing  
Separation from sin… ungodliness… 
 
Remember when you first got saved… 
Immediately stopped doing some things….  
 
Add to Virtue – Knowledge 
Dedication  
Shortly afterward your salvation and separation, you 
clearly hear God’s calling and you say, “Lord, here’s my 
life…”   



Isaiah 6:8 – After confession and cleansing – then you 
hear God asking… “Whom shall I send…” and you 
respond, “Here am I, send me…” 
 
Romans 12:1  
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.  
 
Add to Knowledge - Self-control  
Discipline 
Instead of doing things to please the flesh… now things 
to please the Lord and fulfill your dedication… 
 
Teach the SS class.. go to church… visitation… study 
the Bible… go to Bible School, Seminary… 
 
Add to Self-Control – Perseverance 
Patient endurance  
Will now face suffering… trials, tribulations, tough 
circumstances..   
 
James 1:2 “Count it all joy… different trials.. produces 
patience…” 
 
Romans 5:3-5 
And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, 
knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and 
perseverance, character; and character, hope. Now 
hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has 
been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who 
was given to us.  
 
 

1 Peter 1:6-7 
In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if 
need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that 
the genuineness of your faith, being much more 
precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by 
fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ, 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 
For everything there is a season, and a time for every 
matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to 
die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is 
planted;  
 
A time to die…  
Death of a vision 
Abraham & Sarah – Isaac  - 100 years old… 
Jacob – had to met Esau.. then God at Peniel 
Joseph – his dreams – then the pit, then the prison.. 
then the throne 
The disciples – 
Your experience? 
“A season for every purpose under heaven.” 
 
The same God that made the spring and the summer 
and the harvest… is the same God that made the winter. 
Psalm 74:17 
 
What do you do in these times?  You learn to trust in the 
darkness what the Lord showed you in the light!!! 
 
John 11 – Circumstances can be misleading 
     His Compassion is matchless 
     His Call is Miraculous 
 



 
The greatest hurts in life come from those closest to 
you.. the friend, the family member…   
My story… 36 years old, after 15 years of ministry… 
burned out and broken, went into deep depression….. 
 
Add to Perseverance – Godliness 
You respond in a “God-Like” way to the trials… 
 
But when you respond God’s way…. It leads to: 
 
Add to Godliness - Brotherly kindness 
A new understanding of the inner feelings of others… 
Husbands to wives…. Dwell with them according to 
knowledge..  
A new compassion for others… 
A willingness to be kind to those who might be unkind to 
you… 
 
As you extend this understanding and kindness to 
others… 
 
And then you will experience a new level of God’s 
 
Love – this is agape love… 
A new love for Him, His Word, His Children… His 
Church… 
His Harvest fields…. The lost…. 
A God thing….  
 
Next thing you know you are going forward in a church 
service to surrender to the mission field… to go to a 
foreign land… sell everything – leave everything 
Family, security, familiarity, friends, comforts and 
pleasures of home…. 

Because of this love…. 
 
Now need a new level of faith…… more of Jesus, more 
prayer, more Bible… more of Him and less of you…. 
 
This is a spiral walk… an upward walk…. 
 
Have you ever hear it said that someone was so 
heavenly minded that they were no earthly good… AW 
Tozer.. said, “I’ve never met someone who was 
heavenly minded that they were no early good, but I’ve 
met many who are so earthly minded they are no 
heavenly good…. 
 
Now at this new level of faith…. And new level of 
separation… virtue.. 
A new level of Dedication… 
A new 
 
You might have gone though this several times before 
you even got here… 
 
But the same steps are necessary.. to continue the 
journey of life…. 
 
Ecclesiastes “the end of a thing is better than the 
beginning” 
Enjoy Him today… take time to smell the roses today… 
Its all about Him having His way in you…. 
 
If you “Remember these things” you will: 
V. 8 “you will not be barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” 

Vs. 10 “you will never stumble” 



Vs. 11 “you will have an entrance into heaven that will 
be glorious without shame” 

 

The old missionary who spend his life in Africa serving 
the Lord.. 

Came home on same ship that former President Teddy 
Roosevelt was on in 1910.  President Roosevelt was 
given a hero’s welcome with thousands of people lining 
the harbor of New York. 

No one was there to welcome the old missionary… and 
he was feeling a little discouraged…  

But as he begin to walk down the streets of New York, 
he begin to hear a voice whispering, “You are not home 
yet…” You’re not home yet…” 

 

The negative:  If you forget…you will be: 

Vs. 9 “shortsighted” - “blind” - “forgotten the newness 
of forgiveness of sins” 

 

In China in 1900 the Boxer Rebellion took place. 
In June 1900 one observer noted, "Crazed mobs 
rampaged through the cities of north China, looting and 
burning churches and the homes of missionaries and 
Chinese Christians. They were led by bare-chested 
fanatics called Boxers who brandished long-curving 
swords and cried for the heads and hearts of Christians 
and missionaries." 
 
Over 200 missionaries and their children were killed 
along with 30,000 national Chinese Christians. 
 
Lizzie Atwater, a young pregnant woman, wrote a final 
letter to her parents on August 3, 1900: 

 
"Dear Ones, I long for a sight of your dear faces, but I 
fear we shall not meet on earth... I am preparing for the 
end very quietly and calmly. The Lord is wonderfully 
near, and He will not fail me. I was very restless and 
excited while there seemed a chance of life, but God 
has taken away that feeling, and now I just pray for 
grace to meet the terrible end bravely. The pain will 
soon be over, and oh the sweetness of the welcome 
above! 
 
My little baby will go with me. I think God will give it to 
me in Heaven, and my dear mother will be so glad to 
see us. I cannot imagine the Savior's welcome. Oh, that 
will compensate for all of these days of suspense. Dear 
ones, live near to God and cling less closely to earth. 
There is no other way by which we can receive that 
peace from God which passeth understanding.... I must 
keep calm and still these hours. I do not regret coming 
to China, but am sorry I have done so little. My married 
life, two precious years, have been so very full of 
happiness. We will die together, my dear husband and I. 
 
I used to dread separation. If we escape now it will be a 
miracle. I send my love to all of you, and the dear friends 
who remember me." 
 
Twelve days after her letter was written, Lizzie Atwater, 
her unborn baby, and six other missionaries were 
hacked to death by the guards. 
Later, when Lizzie's parents in Oberlin, Ohio, heard the 
dreadful news of the death of their daughter, son-in-law, 
and unborn grandchild, they said, in tears, "We do not 
begrudge them - we gave them to that needy land; 
China will yet believe the truth." 



 
Today, over 100 million Chinese Christians… and it is 
estimated that this number will grow to over 300 million 
Christians by the year 2030. 
 
 
  


