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2021 Theme

Preparing For the Coming 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ



1 Thessalonians 5:23-25

Now may the God of peace himself 
sanctify you completely, and may your 
whole spirit and soul and body be kept 
blameless at the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; 
he will surely do it.  Brothers, pray for us. 



Rainbow Forest
Mission Statement

Connecting the Disconnected 
to Christ, Community and the Call

Our Purpose

To glorify God in everything 
we say and do



Connecting Through the Word

Father’s Day

Careful to Maintain 
Good Works

Titus



Titus 3:1-15 
1  Remind them to be subject to rulers and 

authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good 
work, 

2  to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, 
gentle, showing all humility to all men. 

3  For we ourselves were also once foolish, 
disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts and 
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and 

hating one another. 



4  But when the kindness and the love of God 
our Savior toward man appeared, 

5  not by works of righteousness which we have 
done, but according to His mercy He saved us, 

through the washing of regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Spirit, 

6  whom He poured out on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, 



7 that having been justified by His grace we 
should become heirs according to the hope 

of eternal life. 
8  This is a faithful saying, and these things I 
want you to affirm constantly, that those who 

have believed in God should be careful to 
maintain good works. These things are good 

and profitable to men. 



9  But avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, 
contentions, and strivings about the law; for 

they are unprofitable and useless. 
10  Reject a divisive man after the first and 

second admonition, 
11  knowing that such a person is warped and 

sinning, being self-condemned. 
12  When I send Artemas to you, or Tychicus, 
be diligent to come to me at Nicopolis, for I 

have decided to spend the winter there. 



13  Send Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their 
journey with haste, that they may lack nothing. 
14  And let our people also learn to maintain 
good works, to meet urgent needs, that they 

may not be unfruitful. 
15  All who are with me greet you. Greet those 
who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. 

Amen. 



The Book of Titus is of the Pastoral Epistles.  
It was most like written between 

1st and 2nd Timothy.

Even though Titus is one of Paul’s intimate 
friends, he is never mentioned in the books of 

Acts.

His name occurs only thirteen times in the New 
Testament, nine times in 2 Corinthians.



By nationality, Titus was a Greek and appears to 
have been won to Christ by Paul.

Galatians 2:3 
Yet not even Titus who was with me, being a 

Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.

Titus 1:4 
To Titus, a true son in our common faith: Grace, 
mercy, and peace from God the Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ our Savior. 



Titus traveled and served with Paul 
extensively, especially in the city of Corinth. 

Titus was twice in charge of gathering a 
collection from that church for the poverty-

stricken saints in Jerusalem. 



2 Corinthians 8:6; 16-17 & 23

So we urged Titus, that as he had begun, so he 
would also complete this grace in you as well.

But thanks be to God who puts the same 
earnest care for you into the heart of Titus. For 
he not only accepted the exhortation, but being 
more diligent, he went to you of his own accord.

If anyone inquires about Titus, he is my partner 
and fellow worker concerning you….



Titus later returned to minister there, delivering 
the Apostle Paul’s second letter to them.  

(2 Cor 8:16-19)

Titus knew firsthand the trials and 
disappointments of leading a group of believers 

who were immature, selfish, factional, and 
worldly.



The very fact that Titus was entrusted with 
such assignments indicates Paul’s great 
confidence in his doctrine, his spiritual 

maturity, his leadership, his dependability, 
and his genuine love for those he 

shepherded.



Titus was with Paul in Jerusalem 
for the Acts 15 Council.  

Galatians 2:1 
Then after fourteen years I went up again 
to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and also took 

Titus with me. 



After Paul’s first imprisonment, Titus 
accompanied him to Crete, where the two 
ministered together for some time.  Titus 
was left behind to carry on the ministry.

Titus 1:5 
For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should 

set in order the things that are lacking, and
appoint elders in every city as I commanded you.



Crete was a large island in the Mediterranean Sea 
about 100 miles southeast of Greece.  It is about 
160 long and varies in width from 7 to 35 miles.

Some of the Jews in Jerusalem at Pentecost were 
from Crete and heard the gospel preached in 

their own tongue.

Acts 2:11 
Cretans and Arabs--we hear them speaking in our 

own tongues the wonderful works of God."





It seems safe to assume that at least some 
of those who heard were converted, carried 
the gospel back to Crete, and established 
fledgling churches in their hometowns. If 

that is true, there may have been a 
significant number of Christians on Crete by 

the time Paul first arrived there.



The churches on Crete were new, immature in 
the faith, and doubtless small, although their total 
membership may have been sizable. In order to 
supervise so many congregations spread across 
such a large area, Titus obviously would need 

help, and Paul's first instruction to this chief elder 
was to appoint and ordain other elders in each 

church.



This letter is much like Paul’s two letters 
to Timothy and was written for much the 

same purpose – to encourage and 
strengthen a young pastor whom he had 

discipled.



This letter was designed:

To instruct Titus on the qualification of elders.
To instruct the other elders on Crete who 
ministered under his leadership
To instruct members in the various congregations
To back up Titus’s leadership with Paul’s authority



Chapter 1

Instructions for the Leadership and 
Administration of the Local Church

The Method of Administration in the 
church was by the selection of elders.



The charge to appoint elders (v. 5)
Was not based on their popularity or social status.
The qualifications for elders (vv. 6-9)
Marriage and Family (v. 6)
Personality and Character (vv. 7-8)
Devotion to sound doctrine (v. 9)

The Need for Administration in the church was 
because of the presence of false teachers  

(vv. 10-16)



Chapter 2

Instructions Concerning Conduct 
Among Church Members 

Exhortations for Right Behavior in 
Accord with Sound Doctrine  (2:1-15)

Titus 2:1 
But as for you, speak the things 

which are proper for sound doctrine: 



Conduct of the older men (vv. 1,2)
Conduct of the older women (v. 3)
Conduct of the young women (vv. 4,5)
Conduct of the young men (vv. 6-8)
Conduct of servants (vv. 9,10)



The basis of all Christian conduct (vv. 11-15)
Titus 2:11-15 

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to 
all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the 

present age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious 
appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who 
gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every 

lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special 
people, zealous for good works.  Speak these things, 

exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise 
you.



Chapter 3

Instructions Concerning The Conduct Of
Church Members In The World  (3:1-11)

The nature of proper conduct toward the world 
(vv.1,2)

Respect for Governmental Authorities
Respect for everyone



Titus 3:1-2

Remind them to be subject to rulers and 
authorities, to obey, to be ready for every 
good work, to speak evil of no one, to be 

peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all 
men.



The reason for proper conduct toward the world 
(vv. 3-7)

For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, 
deceived, serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice 

and envy, hateful and hating one another. But when the 
kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man 

appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing 

of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He 
poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 

that having been justified by His grace we should become 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life.



The encouragement of proper 
conduct toward the world (v. 8)

This is a faithful saying, and these things I want 
you to affirm constantly, that those who have 
believed in God should be careful to maintain 

good works. These things are good and profitable 
to men. 



Final warning concerning false 
teachers and division (vv.9-11)

But avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, 
contentions, and strivings about the law; for they 

are unprofitable and useless. 
Reject a divisive man after the first and second 

admonition, knowing that such a person is warped 
and sinning, being self-condemned. 



Father’s Day Application of this passage

The Importance and necessity of male 
leadership in our homes and churches.

The Importance of 
“Maintaining Good Works”. (vv. 8 & 14)

Six Times “Good Works” are
mentioned in this book!



8  This is a faithful saying, and these things I 
want you to affirm constantly, that those who 
have believed in God should be careful to 
maintain good works. These things are 

good and profitable to men.

14  And let our people also learn to 
maintain good works, to meet urgent 
needs, that they may not be unfruitful.



Everything needs a maintenance program!

Almost anything you buy comes 
with a maintenance manual.

Everyone needs a maintenance program!

God has written one for us!  The Bible!



The Lessons My Father Taught Me

The “good works” I learned from his example.

My Dad taught me the importance of God’s Word.

Reading it
Studying it
Memorizing it
Meditating on it
Sharing it



My Dad taught me 
the importance of Prayer

My Dad taught me the 
importance of sharing my faith

My Dad taught me the 
importance of missions



My Dad taught me the 
importance of discipling others

My Dad taught me the 
importance of living by faith

My Dad taught me the 
importance of living for eternity!



How do you “learn to maintain” 
something?

Usually someone teaches you and 
shows you how to do it.



Are you maintaining the 
good works of God in your life?

Are we maintaining the 
good works of God in our family?

Are we maintaining the 
good works of God in our church?



Maintained fathers produce 
maintained families!

Maintained parents produce 
maintained children!

Maintained families produce 
maintained churches!



Maintained churches will produce mature 
and fruitful believers who will impact a 

world for Jesus Christ and eternity!



Remember the Words of Jesus

Matthew 5:13-16 

"You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt 
loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It 
is then good for nothing but to be thrown 

out and trampled underfoot by men. 



You are the light of the world. A city that 
is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do 

they light a lamp and put it under a 
basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives 

light to all who are in the house. 

Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in heaven.




