


Harley Michael “Mike” Dishon
July 24, 1956 - June 5, 2021



Rainbow Forest

2021 Theme

Preparing For the Coming 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ



1 Thessalonians 5:23-25

Now may the God of peace himself 
sanctify you completely, and may your 
whole spirit and soul and body be kept 
blameless at the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; 
he will surely do it.  Brothers, pray for us. 



Rainbow Forest
Mission Statement

Connecting the Disconnected 
to Christ, Community and the Call

Our Purpose

To glorify God in everything 
we say and do



Connecting Through the Word

Forgiven and Restored

Philemon



Philemon 1:8-21 

Accordingly, though I am bold enough in Christ 
to command you to do what is required, yet for 
love’s sake I prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an 

old man and now a prisoner also for Christ 
Jesus—

I appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose 
father I became in my imprisonment. (Formerly 

he was useless to you, but now he is indeed 
useful to you and to me.) 



I am sending him back to you, sending my very 
heart. I would have been glad to keep him with 

me, in order that he might serve me on your 
behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel, 

but I preferred to do nothing without your 
consent in order that your goodness might not 

be by compulsion but of your own accord. 



For this perhaps is why he was parted from you 
for a while, that you might have him back 

forever, no longer as a bondservant but more 
than a bondservant, as a beloved brother—

especially to me, but how much more to you, 
both in the flesh and in the Lord. 



So if you consider me your partner, receive him 
as you would receive me. If he has wronged 

you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to 
my account. I, Paul, write this with my own 
hand: I will repay it—to say nothing of your 

owing me even your own self. 
Yes, brother, I want some benefit from you in 

the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident 
of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that 

you will do even more than I say. 



Of the thirteen letters Paul wrote in the NT, 
Philemon is the shortest.  It’s like a postcard, 
but though short in size, it’s long on truth.

This is one of the Prison Epistles - Ephesians, 
Philippians, and Colossians.

Paul wrote this letter from Rome where he was 
living under house arrest, awaiting a trial before 

Caesar.  (Acts 28:16-31)  (A.D. 62)



Philemon was a wealthy friend of his in the 
Colossian church that Paul no doubt had led to 
faith in Christ. The church there appears to be 

meeting in his house. 

Philemon 1:2

And Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow 
soldier, and the church in your house: 

It is generally assumed that Apphia was the 
wife of Philemon and Archippus was his son.



Onesimus was a runaway slave of Philemon’s.  
He was one of about sixty million slaves in the 

Roman Empire.

It appears that he had wronged, and possibly 
robbed his master of money.  He fled to Rome, 
where in some way quite unknown to us, he 

came into touch with the apostle Paul.



Two possible scenarios:

The providence of God is involved.

Onesimus was broken and sought out Paul.



Paul had the privilege of leading Onesimus to 
Christ.  He becomes a new creature in Christ and 

now is able to live up to the meaning of his 
name, which means, “profitable”.

Philemon 1:11

(Formerly he was useless to you, but now 
he is indeed useful to you and to me.)



Paul felt that Onesimus must return to his 
master.  That Onesimus agreed to this proves 

the reality of his conversion.

Paul wrote this letter to Philemon explaining the 
situation and entering a plea for Onesimus.

• To inform Philemon that his slave was 
safe and saved.

• To ask Philemon to forgive Onesimus.
• To ask Philemon to prepare a room for 

Paul.



From Colossians 4:7-9 it is seen that Onesimus
accompanied Tychicus on his trip to Colossae 

with Paul’s epistle to that church.

There are eleven references to the Lord Jesus by 
name in this short Epistle. The especially 

significant phrase, "In Christ Jesus," occurs 
oftener than in the same number of verses 

anywhere else in Scripture.



Some of the ways that this letter applies to us:

Every Christian was once a fugitive.  (Isa. 53:6)

Our guilt was great and our penalty was severe.  
Like Onesimus, we live in fear of being found out. 

Guilt tormented our souls, and no matter where 
we ran, the grim sentence of death hung over 

our heads.



Grace allowed us the right of appeal.  Pleading our 
case was our Advocate, Jesus Christ, who stood before 

the Judge and mediated on our behalf (1 Tim 2:5).

Christ said, “Charge that to My account!”  With His 
blood, He paid the debt we owe the Father for our 

sins (Col. 2:13-14).  We’ve been set free!  And 
more than that, we’ve been embraced by the 

Father’s love and adopted in to His family 
(Gal. 4:4-7)



The Lessons of Personal 
Forgiveness and Restoration

All of us have experienced the pain 
and hurt of being offended.

And we need to learn to forgive 
the one who hurt us.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

All of us have been guilty of 
offending someone else.

And we need to learn to ask forgiveness.



The Importance of a Good 
and Clear Conscience

A good conscience is a healthy conscience.  It is 
one that is cleared of offenses toward God and 
toward men.  It give boldness and confidence in 
the Christian life, and it is the one thing that will 
keep us going during the storms of persecution.



Paul testified that he lived “…in all good 
conscience before God…”  (Acts 23:1)

Paul told Timothy that the goal of the Christian 
life is a genuine love, “out of a pure heart, and of 

a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned”.  
(1 Timothy 1:5)

Timothy was also instructed to maintain faith 
“.. and a good conscience”.  (1 Timothy 1:19)



A good conscience is a strong, healthy 
conscience.  It can be compared to good 

ground which has been properly cultivated, 
with stones and weeds removed, so it can 

produce a good harvest.

The Apostle Paul had this goal for his life.

Acts 24:16 
This being so, I myself always strive to have a 

conscience without offense toward God and men.



“Without offence”, means “having nothing for one 
to strike against” and “not causing to stumble.”

It denotes a smooth road and metaphorically not 
leading others into sin by one’s mode of life.

It is a conscience which is not troubled or 
distressed by the guilt of offences.



A good conscience is one that allows me to 
look every person in the eye knowing that 
not one of them can point a finger and say,

“You wronged me and you 
never tried to make it right.”



If you want a good and clear conscience you will 
need to ask the person you have offended for 

forgiveness.

Before you attempt to ask forgiveness it is crucial 
that you make sure that you are genuinely sorry 
for your offence.  Jesus, in His Sermon on the 
Mount in Matthew 5, list at least eight attitudes 

you should make sure you have.



Poor in Spirit

This literally means, “one who is bankrupt 
and therefore must look outside himself for 

his daily needs.”



True Mourning

The Scriptural meaning of mourning is 
“breaking up the hardness of our hearts.”  A 

hard heart makes repentance impossible 
because it hinders the work of the Holy Spirit 
from getting through and letting you see the 

offense through the other person’s eyes.



Meekness

Meekness comes by yielding our rights to 
the Lord and getting under His control.

When asking someone for their forgiveness, 
we must yield any rights we may think we 

have in the matter to the Lord.



Spiritual Hunger

To hunger and thirst for righteousness is to 
long after that which pleases God and 

nourishes our own souls.



Mercifulness

Mercy means, 
“Not getting the punishment we deserve.”  

Clearing our conscience 
involves asking for mercy.



Peacefulness

A peacemaker is one who brings about 
reconciliation.  The effectiveness of a peacemaker 
is determined by the advanced preparation he has 

made on what to say and how to say it.  

Having a desire for peace and having a prepared 
statement are essential to gaining a good 

conscience.



Purity of Heart

Purity of heart involves our motive in clearing 
our conscience.  If our motive is simply to 

remove the pressure of our guilt, the one whom 
we offended will probably react to us.  Instead 

our motive should be to deal with our root 
problem that caused the offence and to fully 

restore the one whom we have offended.



Willingness to Suffer

Restitution is a part of clearing our conscience 
and may be very painful and costly.  It may 
require time, effort, and money.  We may be 

misunderstood by the one who we have offended 
or by others who have taken up the offence; 

however though this humbling process, God will 
give us more of His grace.



The Prodigal Son – Luke 15
Genuine Repentance

Repentance begins by 
“coming to our senses.”  

Luke 15:17 

But when he came to himself, he said, 'How 
many of my father's hired servants have bread 
enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!



Repentance is admitting 
that “I have sinned.”

Luke 15:18 
I will arise and go to my father, and will say 

to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you,

Instead of blaming others or making excuses, 
we take full responsibility for our offense. 



Repentance recognizes personal unworthiness

Luke 15:19 
“And I am no longer worthy to be called your son…”

It is important to work out the wording 
in advance of asking for repentance. 

You cannot say… I am sorry… but or however…

You must take one hundred percent of the blame…

You can’t simply say, 
“I am sorry I did or said such and such and hurt you.”



You have to identify the root motive or attitude 
that prompted you to do what you did.

“I was thoughtless… I was very careless…”
“I was so insensitive…”
“I was so selfish… I was thinking only of myself…”
“I was being covetous… I was greedy…”
“I was being manipulative trying to get my own way…”
“I was so proud and arrogant in my spirit when I …”
“I was really angry at myself and took it out on you…”



Don’t just say, 
“I had a bad attitude or was having a bad day..”

Identify the bad attitude or root motive behind 
the offence… Think about it… ask God to reveal 
it to you… write it down and the words you are 

going to use to ask forgiveness.



Repentance will accept new 
limitations… willing to suffer 

and pay the price.

Luke 15:19 
“Make me like one of your hired servants." 



Repentance will not react when tested.

The older brother was not happy when he 
heard what was happening.

Luke 15:28 

But he was angry and would not go in. 
Therefore his father came out and pleaded 

with him.



Our offences affect more than 
just the one we directly hurt.

Maybe the Prodigal Son should have asked his 
older brother for forgiveness too.

The prodigal son was restored to fellowship but 
we don’t read that his inheritance was restored.

He probably had to go to work under the direction 
of his older brother the day after the party.



But the main thing is:

The Father believed his repentance 
was genuine and was happy and 

pleased with His son.



Today

Do you need, like Onesimus, to ask 
forgiveness from someone?

Do you need, like Philemon, to give 
forgiveness to someone?



Possible Wording in 
asking for forgiveness

God has helped me to realize that I 
was wrong in (root attitude and 

resulting offence).

Will you forgive me?



In addition to asking for your forgiveness,

I have purpose to ….

“work on these areas of my life…”

“to do anything I can to make restitution…”

“to humbly listen to you, if you see me begin 
to have the same spirit and attitude I had 
before, that caused me to do what I did..”



Thank the Lord that He forgives us!
1 John 1:7-10 

But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we 
say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is 

faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that 
we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His 

word is not in us.




