
Connecting Through the Word 
Approved Workmen Are Not Ashamed 

2 Timothy 
 

2 Timothy 2:15  
Do your best to present yourself to God as one 
approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, 
rightly handling the word of truth. 
 
2 Timothy 3:10-17  
 You, however, have followed my teaching, my 
conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, 
my steadfastness, my persecutions and sufferings that 
happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at 
Lystra—which persecutions I endured; yet from them 
all the Lord rescued me.  
Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted, while evil people and 
impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and 
being deceived.  
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and 
have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned 
it and how from childhood you have been acquainted 
with the sacred writings, which are able to make you 
wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work.  
 
 

 

When Paul wrote this book to Timothy in 66 AD, he was a 
prisoner in Rome.  (1:8, 16-17) 
 
2 Timothy 1:8  
Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, 
nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by 
the power of God, 
2 Timothy 1:16-17  
May the Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, for 
he often refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains, but 
when he arrived in Rome he searched for me earnestly and 
found me— 
 
During this imprisonment, Paul’s friends are turning away from 
him.   
2 Timothy 1:15  
You are aware that all who are in Asia turned away from me, 
among whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes. 
 
It appears Paul is about to be martyredThis is possibly the 
result of Nero burning Rome on July 19, 64 AD and blaming the 
Christians. 
 
2 Timothy 4:6  
For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the 
time of my departure has come. 
 
Paul’s purpose for writing of 2 Timothy 
 
1) Timothy’s Need – Paul wrote to encourage, strengthen, and 

instruct him in his ministry.  
 

2) Paul’s Yearning – Paul wrote to summon Timothy, who was 
probably in Ephesus, to come to Rome as soon as possible.   

2 Timothy 4:9, 13 & 21a 
Do your best to come to me soon.  
When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, 
also the books, and above all the parchments. 
Do your best to come before winter. 



The “some” of 1 Timothy has become “all” in 2 Timothy. 
 
“Some have turned aside” (1:6) 
“some have made shipwreck” (1:19) 
“some have turned aside after Satan” (5:15) 
“some have been led astray” (6:10) 
“some have erred” (6:12) 
 
“all have turned away from me” (1:15) 
“all forsook me” (4:16) 
 
3) Paul’s Testimony – Paul can bear ringing testimony to the 

believer’s triumph over life and death in Christ.  This is not a 
swan song of defeat but an anthem of victory! 

 
2 Timothy 4:7-8  
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept 
the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to 
me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have 
loved his appearing. 
 
Some outstanding characteristics of 2 Timothy are: 
 
Last Words – This epistle records the last words of testimony 
and advice of a great man. 

 
Personal References – No fewer than twenty-three people are 
mentioned in this epistle, at least twelve of whom are never 
mentioned elsewhere. 
 
Personal – Of the three Pastoral Epistles, 2 Timothy is the most 
personal. 
 
Prophecies – This epistle contains two definite prophetic 
utterances concerning the coming apostasy (3:1-6; 4:3-4). 
2 Timothy 3:1-5  
But understand this, that in the last days there will come times 
of difficulty. For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, 

proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, 
without self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, 
reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than 
lovers of God, having the appearance of godliness, but denying 
its power. Avoid such people.  
 
2 Timothy 4:3-4  
For the time is coming when people will not endure sound 
teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn 
away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 
 
Doctrinal – The vital statement concerning the inspiration and 
function of the Scriptures. 
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17  
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that 
the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good 
work. 
 
A Summary and Overview of the Book 
 
Paul uses four appeals to encourage young Timothy to be 
faithful in his ministry: 
 
Chapter 1  
The Pastoral Appeal: 
 
The reminder of God’s call – 1:1-6   Courageous enthusiasm 
2 Timothy 1:6  
For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, 
which is in you through the laying on of my hands, 
 
The resource of God’s grace – 1:7-11  Shameless suffering 
2 Timothy 1:7-8 
For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and 
self-control. Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony 



about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for 
the gospel by the power of God, 
 
The reward at God’s throne – 1:12-18  Spiritual loyalty 
2 Timothy 1:13-14  
Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from 
me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. By the Holy 
Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit entrusted to 
you. 
 
Chapter 2  
The Practical Appeal: 

 
How to endure suffering – 2:1-13 
 
It is part of your calling – 2:1-7 
     Steward – Soldier – Athlete – Farmer 
2 Timothy 2:1-3  
You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus, and what you have heard from me in the presence 
of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to 
teach others also. Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ 
Jesus.  
 
It is a privilege from Christ – 2:8-13 
 
For the church  
2 Timothy 2:10  
Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they 
also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal 
glory.  
 
For the Lord  
2 Timothy 2:11-13  
This is a faithful saying: For if we died with Him, We shall also 
live with Him. If we endure, We shall also reign with Him. If we 
deny Him, He also will deny us. If we are faithless, He remains 
faithful; He cannot deny Himself.  
 

How to deal with false teachers – 2:14-23 
2 Timothy 2:16-18  
But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people into more and 
more ungodliness, and their talk will spread like gangrene. 
Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, who have swerved 
from the truth, saying that the resurrection has already 
happened. They are upsetting the faith of some. 
 
Rightly divide the Word – 2:14-15 
2 Timothy 2:15  
Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a 
worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the 
word of truth. 
 
Reject lies and fables – 2:16-18 
But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people into more and 
more ungodliness, and their talk will spread like gangrene. 
 
Look for godly living – 2:19-23 
2 Timothy 2:19  
But God’s firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord 
knows those who are his,” and, “Let everyone who names the 
name of the Lord depart from iniquity.”  
2 Timothy 2:22  
So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, 
and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure 
heart. 
 
How to settle church problems – 2:24-26 

Meekness – Patience – Use the Word of God 
2 Timothy 2:24-26  
And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to 
everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting his 
opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them 
repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may 
come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, 
after being captured by him to do his will. 
Three things to notice: 
Meekness – Patience – Use the Word of God 



In chapter 2 we also see that the local church is: 
 
God’s Family 2:1 
God’s Treasure 2:2 
God’s Army 2:3-4 
God’s Team 2:5 
God’s Garden 2:6-7 
Christ’s Body on Earth 2:8-13 
God’s School 2:14-18 
God’s House 2:19-26 
 
Chapter 3  
The Prophetic Appeal 
 
An Explanation of the Future – 3:1-9   
(Turn away from the false) 
2 Timothy 3:1-5  
But understand this, that in the last days there will come times 
of difficulty. For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, 
proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, 
without self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, 
reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than 
lovers of God, having the appearance of godliness, but denying 
its power. Avoid such people.  
 
 
An Example from the Past – 3:10-13  
(Follow those who are true) 
2 Timothy 3:10-11  
You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim 
in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness, my 
persecutions and sufferings that happened to me at Antioch, at 
Iconium, and at Lystra—which persecutions I endured; yet from 
them all the Lord rescued me.  
 
An Exhortation for the Present – 3:14-17   
(Continue in God’s Word) 

2 Timothy 3:14-15  
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have 
firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how from 
childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, 
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus. 
 
Chapter 4  
The Personal Appeal 
Preach the Word!  4:1-4   
“…for the time will come…” 
2 Timothy 4:1-2  
I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is 
to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his 
kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience 
and teaching.  
 
Fulfill your ministry!  4:5-8   
“…for I am now ready to be offered…” 
2 Timothy 4:5-8  
As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the 
work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.  
For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the 
time of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is 
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to 
me but also to all who have loved his appearing.  
 
Hasten to come to Rome!  4:9-18   
“…for the others are leaving me…”  
2 Timothy 4:9, 13 & 21a 
Do your best to come to me soon.  
When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, 
also the books, and above all the parchments. 
Do your best to come before winter. 
 
Greet my friends in Christ!  4:19-22 


