
Connecting Through the Word of God 

It’s Not About You 

Colossians 

 

Colossians 3:1-11  

If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things 

which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right 

hand of God.  

 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the 

earth.  

  

For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  

When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will 

appear with Him in glory.  

Therefore put to death your members which are on the 

earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, 

and covetousness, which is idolatry.  

  

Because of these things the wrath of God is coming 

upon the sons of disobedience, in which you 

yourselves once walked when you lived in them.  

 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, 

wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your 

mouth.  

  

Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the 

old man with his deeds,  and have put on the new man 

who is renewed in knowledge according to the image 

of Him who created him, where there is neither Greek 

nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, 

Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.  

The Historical Background - Acts 18:18-28 & 19 

 

Colossae was one of three cities located about 100 

miles inland from Ephesus. The other two cities were 

Laodicea and Hierapolis (Col. 4:13, 16). This area was 

a meeting point of East and West because an 

important trade route passed through there. 

 

Paul went through Ephesus on his second missionary 

journey. (Acts 18) 

 

Paul came back to Ephesus on his third missionary 

journey and stayed at least two years. 

Acts 19:10  

And this continued for two years, so that all who dwelt 

in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews 

and Greeks.  

Acts 19:20  

So the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed.  

 

While Paul was there, no doubt these two men from 

Colossae became believers. 

Philemon 

Epaphras 

 

They went back to their hometown and led others to 

Christ and a church was planted in the house of 

Philemon. 

 

Five years later, Paul is in prison in Rome.  Remember 

he writes at least four letters during this time in prison. 
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Ephesians 

Philippians  

Colossians  

Philemon 

 

As far as we know, Paul had never been to Colosse. 

 

While Paul was in prison, he met a runaway slave 

named Onesimus who belonged to Philemon, one of 

the leaders of the church in Colossae. Paul led 

Onesimus to Christ. He then wrote his letter to 

Philemon, asking his friend to forgive Onesimus and 

receive him back as a brother in Christ. 

 

About the same time Epaphras visits Paul in Rome.   

Colossians 1:3-8  

We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, praying always for you, since we heard of 

your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the 

saints; because of the hope which is laid up for you in 

heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the 

truth of the gospel, which has come to you, as it has 

also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is 

also among you since the day you heard and knew the 

grace of God in truth; as you also learned from 

Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful 

minister of Christ on your behalf, who also declared to 

us your love in the Spirit. 

 

 

There is a crisis in the new church at Colossae and 

Epaphas is seeking Paul’s help. 

 

Epaphras informs Paul that a dangerous new teaching 

was spreading through the church. 

 

The false teachers were mixing Christianity with both 

Jewish legalism and pagan mythology. 

 

This strange mixture of Jewish traditionalism and 

Greek philosophy stressed several things: 

 

 Jewish dietary laws, festivals, and rituals (2:16) 

 Reverence for angelic powers (2:18) 

 Contempt for the body (2:20-23) 

 

These false teachings took Christ off the throne and 

denied His headship of the Church. 

 

Paul responds by writing this letter to the church. 

 

Ephesians and Colossians are very similar in style but 

different in emphasis: 

 

Both divide equally in doctrine and practice. 

Emphasis:   

Ephesians - the Church the Body of Christ  

Colossians – the Headship of Christ over His Church 

 

 



The letter begins with Paul’s prayer and his passion! 

 

Paul’s Prayer 

Colossians 1:9-12  

For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do 

not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be 

filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and 

spiritual understanding; that you may walk worthy of 

the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good 

work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 

strengthened with all might, according to His glorious 

power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 

giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be 

partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 

 

His prayer was for two things basically: 

 

“you may be filled with the knowledge of His will….”  -  

Doctrinal – Chapters 1 & 2  

 

“you may walk worthy of the Lord….”   

Practical – Chapters 3 & 4 

 

The major theme of the book is supremacy of Christ 

and the sufficiency of His atonement.  

Colossians 1:18  

And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things 

He may have the preeminence.  

 

 

Chapter 1 the Preeminence of Christ is Proclaimed 

 In the Gospel message—1:1-12 

 In redemption—1:13-14 

 In Creation—1:15-17 

 In the church—1:18-23 

 In Paul’s ministry—1:24-29 

 

Paul’s Passion 

Colossians 1:24-29  

I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my 

flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the 

sake of His body, which is the church, of which I 

became a minister according to the stewardship from 

God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word 

of God, the mystery which has been hidden from ages 

and from generations, but now has been revealed to 

His saints.  

To them God willed to make known what are the riches 

of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which 

is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  

Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every 

man in all wisdom, that we may present every man 

perfect in Christ Jesus.  

To this end I also labor, striving according to His 

working which works in me mightily. 

 

 

 

 



The main lesson we learn in Colossians is that we are 

complete in Christ. And everything we need can be 

found in Christ! 

Colossians 2:1-10  

For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for 

you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have 

not seen my face in the flesh, that their hearts may be 

encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining 

to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to 

the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the 

Father and of Christ, in whom are hidden all the 

treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  

  

Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with 

persuasive words. For though I am absent in the flesh, 

yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good 

order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.  

 

As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, 

so walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him and 

established in the faith, as you have been taught, 

abounding in it with thanksgiving.  

 

Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and 

empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, 

according to the basic principles of the world, and not 

according to Christ. For in Him dwells all the fullness of 

the Godhead bodily; and you are complete in Him, who 

is the head of all principality and power.  

 

 

All the life we have as Christians is the life “in Him.” 

 Walking in Him (2:6) 

 Rooted in Him (2:7) 

 Built up in Him (2:7) 

 Brought to perfection in Him (1:28; 2:10) 

 Dead with Him (2:20) 

 Risen with Him (3:1) 

 Hidden with Him (3:3) 

 

The Closing Chapters: 

 

Paul reminds us that Christ’s Preeminence should 

be demonstrated in our lives! 

 In personal purity—3:1-11 

 In Christian fellowship—3:12-17 

 In the home—3:18-21 

 In daily work—3:22-4:1 

 In Christian witness—4:2-6 

 In Christian service—4:7-18 

 

Remember Epaphras! 

Colossians 4:12-13  

Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, 

greets you, always laboring fervently for you in 

prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete in all 

the will of God. For I bear him witness that he has a 

great zeal for you, and those who are in Laodicea, and 

those in Hierapolis. 

 

 


