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Preparing For the Coming 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ



1 Thessalonians 5:23-25

Now may the God of peace himself 
sanctify you completely, and may your 
whole spirit and soul and body be kept 
blameless at the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; 
he will surely do it.  Brothers, pray for us. 



Rainbow Forest
Mission Statement

Connecting the Disconnected 
to Christ, Community and the Call

Our Purpose

To glorify God in everything 
we say and do



Connecting Through the Word

Grace and Comfort 
in Suffering 

2 Thessalonians



2 Thessalonians 2:13-17

But we ought always to give thanks to God 
for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, 

because God chose you as the firstfruits to 
be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit 
and belief in the truth. To this he called you 
through our gospel, so that you may obtain 

the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  



So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the 
traditions that you were taught by us, either 

by our spoken word or by our letter. Now 
may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God 

our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal 
comfort and good hope through grace, 

comfort your hearts and establish them in 
every good work and word. 



The Apostle Paul wrote 2 Thessalonians from 
the city of Corinth a couple months after 

he wrote 1 Thessalonians. 

In 1 Thessalonians, Paul had told the church 
about both the Rapture and the Day of the Lord.  

He had encouraged them in the midst of their 
tribulation to stand firm in the Lord and live in 

quiet anticipation of Christ’s return.



However the persecution had grown worse and 
because of a fraudulent letter presented as Paul’s, and 

other false teaching, the believers thought that the 
Tribulation had begun and they were fearful.

2 Thessalonians 2:1-2 
Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and our being gathered together to him, we ask you, 
brothers, not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, 

either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter 
seeming to be from us, to the effect that the day of 

the Lord has come. 



Others, anticipating the end, had quit their jobs 
and become idle busybodies, living on handouts 

and burdening others.

2 Thessalonians 3:11-12 
For we hear that some among you walk in 

idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. Now 
such persons we command and encourage in the 
Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to 

earn their own living.



Paul’s letter has three sections, 
which correspond to its three chapters:

Chapter 1
He Affirms Their Faith in the Midst of Affliction

Chapter 2
He Explains the Prophecy They 
Had Been Misinformed About

Chapter 3
He Clarifies The Proper Response To 

The Truth About Christ’s Return 



In the first chapter Paul shares three 
encouragements with his suffering friends:

The Encouragement of Praise (1:1-4)
Paul saw several blessings of 
spiritual growth in their lives:

Their faith was growing (1:3a)
Their love was abounding (1:3b)
Their patience was increasing (1:4)
Their testimony was helping others (1:4a)

(notice hope was missing)



2 Thessalonians 1:3-4

We ought always to give thanks to God for you, 
brothers, as is right, because your faith is growing 
abundantly, and the love of every one of you for 

one another is increasing. 
Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the 

churches of God for your steadfastness and faith 
in all your persecutions and in the afflictions that 

you are enduring. 



The Encouragement of Promise (1:5-10)

Three experiences are involved in 
the promises of God for His people:

Reward (1:5)
Recompense (1:6-10)
Rest (1:7a, 10)



The Encouragement of Prayer (1:11-12)

There were three concerns in Paul’s prayer:

Their worthiness 
Their walk 
Their witness 

To this end we always pray for you, that our God may 
make you worthy of his calling and may fulfill every 

resolve for good and every work of faith by his power, 
so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in 
you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God 

and the Lord Jesus Christ. 



The purpose of Bible prophecy is not for us to 
make a calendar, but to build character.  

To calm the hearts of the Thessalonians and 
stabilize their faith, Paul explained that they 

were not in the Day of the Lord. 

The reason was simple:

That Day could not arrive till certain 
other events had taken place.  

The Four Events



The Rapture of the Church

2 Thessalonians 2:1 

Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together 

to Him, we ask you, 



The Removal of the Restrainer

The Holy Spirit through the Church

2 Thessalonians 2:6-7 
And now you know what is restraining, that 
he may be revealed in his own time.  For the 
mystery of lawlessness is already at work; 

only He who now restrains will do so until He 
is taken out of the way.



The Revelation of the AntiChrist

2 Thessalonians 2:3-5 
Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day 

will not come unless the falling away comes first, and 
the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who 

opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God 
or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the 
temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 

Do you not remember that when I was still with you I 
told you these things?



The AntiChrist

The Peacemaker  (Revelation 6:1-2)
The Protector (Daniel 9:24-27)
The Peace-breaker (Daniel 9:27)
The Persecutor (Revelation 13:15-17)
The Prisoner (Revelation 19:11-21)



The Return of Jesus Christ (2:8-12)

His Judgment on Antichrist (2:8-9)

2 Thessalonians 2:8-10

And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom 
the Lord will consume with the breath of His 
mouth and destroy with the brightness of His 

coming. 



The coming of the lawless one is according 
to the working of Satan, with all power, 
signs, and lying wonders, and with all 

unrighteous deception among those who 
perish, because they did not receive the love 

of the truth, that they might be saved.



His Judgment on the Unsaved (2:10-12)

2 Thessalonians 2:10-12

And with all unrighteous deception among those 
who perish, because they did not receive the love 
of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this 

reason God will send them strong delusion, that 
they should believe the lie, that they all may be 

condemned who did not believe the truth but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness.



There are many who believer that this is 
teaching that during tribulation only those 
who had no opportunity to be saved before 

rapture will be saved.

Those who heard the Gospel and rejected it 
because they wanted the pleasure of sin, will 
be deceived and they will believe the lie and 

forever be lost!



Paul Moves From Prophecy 
To Practical Christian Living

2 Thessalonians 2:13

Paul Shares Four Responsibilities 
Every Believer Has to God’s Truth.



Believe the Truth
2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 

But we are bound to give thanks to God always 
for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because 
God from the beginning chose you for salvation 
through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in 
the truth, to which He called you by our gospel, 
for the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.
“….belief in the truth…”



Notice the progression of 
God’s work in their lives.

God loved them (2:13a)
God chose them (2:13b)
God set them apart (2:13c)
God called them (2:14)
God gave them glory (2:14b)



Guard the Truth

2 Thessalonians 2:15 

Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the 
traditions which you were taught, whether 

by word or our epistle.



Practice the Truth

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and 
our God and Father, who has loved us and 
given us everlasting consolation and good 
hope by grace, comfort your hearts and 

establish you in every good word and work.



Share the Truth

2 Thessalonians 3:1-5

Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word 
of the Lord may run swiftly and be glorified, 

just as it is with you, 



Paul closes the letter by giving instructions and four 
motives to discipline those who are idle busybodies 
that seem to be a source of the false teaching that 

has disturbed the peace of the church.

The Exhortation of the Word

2 Thessalonians 3:6 
But we command you, brethren, in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every 
brother who walks disorderly and not according to the 

tradition which he received from us.



The Example of the Apostle 
2 Thessalonians 3:7-10 

For you yourselves know how you ought to follow us, 
for we were not disorderly among you; nor did we eat 
anyone's bread free of charge, but worked with labor 
and toil night and day, that we might not be a burden 
to any of you, not because we do not have authority, 
but to make ourselves an example of how you should 

follow us. For even when we were with you, we 
commanded you this: If anyone will not work, neither 

shall he eat.



The Encouragement of the Church

2 Thessalonians 3:11-15 

For we hear that there are some who walk 
among you in a disorderly manner, not working 
at all, but are busybodies. Now those who are 

such we command and exhort through our Lord 
Jesus Christ that they work in quietness and eat 

their own bread. 



But as for you, brethren, 
do not grow weary in doing good. 

And if anyone does not obey our word in this 
epistle, note that person and do not keep 

company with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet 
do not count him as an enemy, but admonish 

him as a brother.



The Enablement of the Lord

2 Thessalonians 3:16-18 
Now may the Lord of peace Himself give 

you peace always in every way. 
The Lord be with you all.

The salutation of Paul with my own hand, 
which is a sign in every epistle; so I write. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you all. Amen.




