
 

 

Rainbow Forest Baptist Church 
Location: Troutville, Virginia 
More about Roanoke, VA 
Denomination: Baptist (SBC) 
Weekly Attendance: 400-500 (Pre-COVID)  
Role: Lead Pastor 
 
Ephesians 2:19-22 “...Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone...” 
 
Rainbow Forest Baptist church was organized in 1965 in the heart of Botetourt County, Virginia and so named 
because of the Rainbow Forest neighborhood, where the founders first met. Located just one mile from the 
Blue Ridge Parkway, we are unique in that we are a larger church in a smaller town. With the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the church’s foundation, our purpose has remained steadfast and clear for over fifty years: to connect the 
disconnected to Christ, community, and the call. The Bible is our authority as we regularly evaluate and 
institute new ministries. Our leaders, including our pastors, elders and deacons, have a passion for the Lord 
and His truth. They are genuine, personable and available. As authentic, transparent and committed followers 
of Christ, we welcome diverse socio-economic groups, age ranges, and ethnicities. There is a unified, fervent 
desire that all come to salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.  
More about our church history 
 
Matthew 28:19 -20 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations...” 
 
Whether it’s going on one of several annual mission trips abroad or serving in local Christian organizations, 
such as Straight Street, our church body passionately and actively seeks to fulfill the Great Commission. We 
have a full time missions pastor who initiates education programs and encourages personal connection and 
involvement with approximately seventy missionaries and organizations. These include twelve people from 
our fellowship who currently serve in global missions.  We are entrepreneurial in the sense that the Holy Spirit 
created and continues to expand Global Partners in Peace and Development, an organization born out of our 
church.   Locally, we are one of the few churches in our area to offer Upward Basketball and Cheer, which 
reaches many throughout the Roanoke Valley. We also host two different homeschool groups, and we once 
housed the Blue Ridge Autism and Achievement Center, which was established at RFBC to support the needs 
of children and families touched by autism. RFBC impacts our world locally and globally. 
 
I Peter 3:8 “...be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble.” 
James 1:27 “Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their 
trouble...” 
 
RFBC has a genuine sense of unity, love and care for those inside and outside our fellowship. We put our faith 
into action! For instance, through the Stephen Ministry, we provide care for those in our church and beyond 
who are journeying a difficult path and need someone to walk alongside them. Also, RFBC members routinely 
visit our widows so they continue to feel connected and loved. When a member is in need, our church 



 

 

responds sacrificially. Recently, when a church member experienced great loss as his business burned to the 
ground, our members assisted in the process by providing money and labor to rebuild his workshop. RFBC 
meets practical needs of our community through the TUGA ministry (The Ultimate Give Away), a clothing and 
housewares giveaway twice a year for anyone. Additionally, we have the privilege of partnering with local 
departments of social services to help provide beds and other material needs of families in transition. Through 
our association with Global Partners, we are able to support many orphaned and other impoverished children 
through giving and prayer. We are known in our community as a loving and accepting church that has a local 
touch with a global reach. 
  
 
 
 
 


