
Connecting Through the Word of God 

Do You Know Your God Given Spiritual Gifts? 

1 Corinthians 12 & 14 

 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
1  Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want 

you to be ignorant:  
4  There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.  
5  There are differences of ministries, but the same 

Lord.  
6  And there are diversities of activities, but it is the 

same God who works all in all.  
7  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each 

one for the profit of all:  
8  for to one is given the word of wisdom through the 

Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the 

same Spirit,  
9  to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 

healings by the same Spirit,  
10  to another the working of miracles, to another 

prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another 

different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation 

of tongues.  
11  But one and the same Spirit works all these things, 

distributing to each one individually as He wills.  

 

Remember the church at Corinth was plagued with 

problems. 

Division 

Immorality 

Drunkenness 

Lawsuits 

Eating meat offered to idols 

 

1 Corinthians 3:1  And I, brethren, could not speak to 

you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes 

in Christ.  

 

They were fighting over the use of the spiritual gifts.  

And especially over the use or the misuse of the gift of 

tongues. 

 

John 8:32  

“And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 

you free." 

 

You never go from experience to truth….  You go from 

truth to experience! 

 

Jesus promised the Gift of the Holy Spirit.   

This gift is a person! 

This happens at moment of your salvation. 

 

The church was given the gifts of the Spirit. 

(I Corinthians 12 - 14; Romans 12; Ephesians 4) 

1 Corinthians 12  

The Principle behind the use of the gifts 

1 Corinthians 13  

The Platform under the use of the gifts 

1 Corinthians 14  

The Practice of the gifts in the body 



Definition of a Spiritual Gift. 

A God given ability for service.  This is not a natural 

talent. 

7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each 

one for the profit of all: 

To benefit the entire body of Christ.  

 

How many gifts does a believer have? 

1 Corinthians 12:11 

But one and the same Spirit works all these things, 

distributing to each one severally as He wills. 

Each believer at salvation is given at least three gifts.   

Gift of serving 

Gift of giving 

Gift of faith 

And at least one primary gift: teaching, exhortation, 

administration, mercy, etc. 

(Romans 12:6-8) 

 

Who determines the gifts you receive?   

The Holy Spirit 

1 Corinthians 12:8 & 11 

“For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to 

another the word of knowledge by the same 

Spirit…. But one and the same Spirit works all these 

things, distributing to each one severally as He wills.” 

 
The Illustration of the Body 
One Body – The Body of Christ 
1 Corinthians 12:12-20  

12  For just as the body is one and has many 
members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  
13  For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were 
made to drink of one Spirit.  
 
Many members but different functions or abilities 
14  For the body does not consist of one member but 
of many.  
15  If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I 
do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any 
less a part of the body.  
16  And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an 
eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make 
it any less a part of the body.  
17  If the whole body were an eye, where would be the 
sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, 
where would be the sense of smell?  
18  But as it is, God arranged the members in the 
body, each one of them, as he chose.  
19  If all were a single member, where would the body 
be?  
20  As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 
 
Every member is important and has its place in the 
body. 
Every member is needed. 
Every member is connected to whole body. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:25-27 
That there may be no division in the body, but that the 
members may have the same care for one another. If 



one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member 
is honored, all rejoice together. Now you are the body 
of Christ and individually members of it.  
 
Then Paul mentions the different gifts  
Vs. 27-30 
 
Three Categories of Gifts 
 
Sign Gifts or Temporary Gifts:  

These were not designed for the edification of 
the body, but for confirming the testimony of the 
apostles and prophets.   
These are:  Miracles, Healing, Tongues (or 
languages), and the Interpretation of tongues. 
Also Apostleship was temporary. 

 
Speaking Gifts: 

Prophesy - Means preaching, not foretelling the 
future.  It means “to tell forth, to declare.” 
Teaching - Teaching the things of the Spirit, in 
the Spirit, after receiving insight from the Spirit.  It 
is an ability to bless the hearers with spiritual 
understanding for the truths being taught. 
Exhortation - This is geared to motivation and 
encouragement.  It is rousing men in such a way 
as to move them to duty.  A person with this gift 
can get alongside someone and comfort him with 
love. 
Evangelism - This is the effective preaching of 
the gospel to the lost. 
Pastor - The general care of the Christian flock, 
a shepherd. 

       

Serving Gifts: 
Ministry or Helps or Serving - This is the gift of 
assistance.  Christians with this gift are helpers, 
persons who labor behind the scenes. 
Faith - This is the gift of consistent, enabling faith 
- faith that truly believes God for all things.  
Sometimes called the “gift of prayer”. 
Discernment - This serves as protection for the 
church, telling what things are from the Spirit, 
and which are not. 
Mercy - The ability to show compassion to those 
who have need - spiritual, physical or emotional. 
Giving - This gift has direct reference to the 
material ministry: food, clothes, money, houses, 
whatever it is that you desire to give. 
Administration or Ruling - The pastor, elders or 
deacons, who have been giving the oversight of 
the flock must have this gift.  This gift can also be 
exercised by those in leadership in other 
Christian ministries. 
Knowledge - Is the understanding of the facts of 
Christianity.  From the human sense, it is 
scholarship.  People with this gift would probably 
be the scholars and Bible school professors. 

 

 In Chapter 14 Paul deals primarily with the misuse 

of the gift of tongues or languages. 

 

Proper use of the gifts 

Prophecy – Gift of proclamation of Word of God – Main 

thing! 



Purpose to build up whole body in Christ 

 

Purpose of Tongues or languages is to convince 

unbelieving Jews that the God of Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob, the God of the Jews, is the same God of the 

Gentiles in Jesus Christ.  Quotes from Isaiah 28:11. 

1 Corinthians 14:21-25 

21  In the Law it is written, “By people of strange 

tongues and by the lips of foreigners will I speak to this 

people, and even then they will not listen to me, says 

the Lord.”  

22  Thus tongues are a sign not for believers but for 

unbelievers, while prophecy is a sign not for 

unbelievers but for believers.  

23  If, therefore, the whole church comes together and 

all speak in tongues, and outsiders or unbelievers 

enter, will they not say that you are out of your minds?  

24  But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or outsider 

enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to account by 

all,  

25  the secrets of his heart are disclosed, and so, 

falling on his face, he will worship God and declare that 

God is really among you. 

 

God desires order and peace in the Church. 

1 Corinthians 14:33  

For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as 

in all the churches of the saints. 

1 Corinthians 14:40  

Let all things be done decently and in order. 


