
Connecting Through the Word of God 

Experiencing the All Sufficient Grace of God 

2 Corinthians 8-9 

 

2 Corinthians 9:1-15 
1  Now concerning the ministering to the saints, it is 

superfluous for me to write to you;  
2  for I know your willingness, about which I boast of 

you to the Macedonians, that Achaia was ready a year 

ago; and your zeal has stirred up the majority.  
3  Yet I have sent the brethren, lest our boasting of you 

should be in vain in this respect, that, as I said, you 

may be ready;  
4  lest if some Macedonians come with me and find you 

unprepared, we (not to mention you!) should be 

ashamed of this confident boasting.  
5  Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the 

brethren to go to you ahead of time, and prepare your 

generous gift beforehand, which you had previously 

promised, that it may be ready as a matter of 

generosity and not as a grudging obligation.  
6  But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap 

bountifully.  
7  So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not 

grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful 

giver.  
8  And God is able to make all grace abound toward 

you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, 

may have an abundance for every good work.  
9  As it is written: "He has dispersed abroad, He has 

given to the poor; His righteousness endures forever."  
10  Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and 

bread for food, supply and multiply the seed you have 

sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness,  
11  while you are enriched in everything for all liberality, 

which causes thanksgiving through us to God.  
12  For the administration of this service not only 

supplies the needs of the saints, but also is abounding 

through many thanksgivings to God,  
13  while, through the proof of this ministry, they glorify 

God for the obedience of your confession to the gospel 

of Christ, and for your liberal sharing with them and all 

men,  
14  and by their prayer for you, who long for you 

because of the exceeding grace of God in you.  
15  Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!  

 

Three words I want you to remember today when it 

comes to giving. 

 

Lordship 

Ownership 

Stewardship 

 

The Context of these two chapters have to do with 

Paul encouraging the believers in Corinth to fulfill their 

commitment to a prior promise they had made 

concerning an offering for the saints in Judea who 

were suffering from a famine. 

 



Corinth was in the province of Achaia, in southern 

Greece.  Macedonia was the northern province.  

 

Paul used nine different words to describe this offering. 

Grace, ministry, fellowship, fruit…. But the one he used 

the most is grace.   

 

Paul taught them that giving is an act of grace! 

 

The best motivation for giving must be from the grace 

of God in the heart. Paul knew that this collection was 

a debt owed by the Gentiles (Rom. 15:27) and fruit 

from their Christian lives (Rom. 15:28); but it was even 

more: it was the working of the grace of God in human 

hearts. 

 

It is a wonderful thing when Christians enter into the 

grace of giving, when they really believe that giving is 

more blessed than receiving.  

 

How can we tell when we are practicing "grace 

giving"? Paul indicated that there were a number of 

evidences that appear when our giving is motivated by 

grace. 

 

2 Corinthians 8:1-4  

Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace 

of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia: that 

in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy 

and their deep poverty abounded in the riches of their 

liberality. For I bear witness that according to their 

ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they were freely 

willing, imploring us with much urgency that we would 

receive the gift and the fellowship of the ministering to 

the saints.  

 

When We Give in Spite of Circumstances  

(2 Cor. 8:1-2) 

The Macedonian churches that Paul was using as an 

example had experienced severe difficulties, and yet 

they had given generously. They had not simply gone 

through "affliction"; they had experienced a "great trial 

of affliction" (2 Cor. 8:2). They were in deep poverty, 

which means "rock-bottom destitution." The word 

describes a beggar who has absolutely nothing and 

has no hope of getting anything.  

Their difficult situation may have been caused in part 

by their Christian faith, for they may have lost their jobs 

or been excluded from the trade guilds because they 

refused to have anything to do with idolatry. But their 

circumstances did not hinder them from giving. In fact, 

they gave joyfully and liberally!  

 

No computer could analyze this amazing formula: 

great affliction and deep poverty plus grace = 

abundant joy and abounding liberality! It reminds us of 

the paradox in Paul's ministry: "as poor, yet making 

many rich" (2 Cor. 6:10). It also reminds us of the 

generous offerings that were taken at the building of 

the tabernacle (Ex. 35:5-6) and the temple (1 Chron. 

29:6-9). 
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When you have experienced the grace of God in your 

life, you will not use difficult circumstances as an 

excuse for not giving.  

Circumstances can be an encouragement to giving! 

 

The story of the woman with only two mites gives more 

than anyone else. 

 

When We Give Enthusiastically (2 Cor. 8:3-4) 

It is possible to give generously but not give 

enthusiastically.  

The Macedonian churches needed no prompting or 

reminding, as did the church at Corinth. They were 

more than willing to share in the collection. In fact, they 

begged to be included! (2 Cor. 8:4) How many times 

have you heard a Christian beg for somebody to take 

an offering? 

 

Their giving was voluntary and spontaneous. It was of 

grace, not pressure. They gave because they wanted 

to give and because they had experienced the grace of 

God.  

Grace not only frees us from our sins, but it frees us 

from ourselves.  

 

The grace of God will open your heart and your hand. 

Your giving is not the result of cold calculation, but of 

warmhearted jubilation! 

 

 

 

When We Give as Jesus Gave (2 Cor. 8:5-9) 

2 Corinthians 8:5-9  
5  And not only as we had hoped, but they first gave 

themselves to the Lord, and then to us by the will of 

God.  
6  So we urged Titus, that as he had begun, so he 

would also complete this grace in you as well.  
7  But as you abound in everything--in faith, in speech, 

in knowledge, in all diligence, and in your love for us--

see that you abound in this grace also.  
8  I speak not by commandment, but I am testing the 

sincerity of your love by the diligence of others.  
9  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became 

poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.  

 

Jesus Christ is always the preeminent example for the 

believer to follow, whether in service, suffering, or 

sacrifice. Like Jesus Christ, the Macedonian Christians 

gave themselves to God and to others (2 Cor. 8:5).  

 

If we give ourselves to God, we will have little problem 

giving our substance to God. If we give ourselves to 

God, we will also give of ourselves for others. It is 

impossible to love God and ignore the needs of your 

neighbor. Jesus Christ gave Himself for us (Gal. 1:4; 

2:20). Should we not give ourselves to Him? He died 

so that we might not live for ourselves, but for Him and 

for others (2 Cor. 5:15). 

 

Grace giving is motivated by love. 
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Grace Giving is sacrificial. 

 

When We Give Willingly (2 Cor. 8:10-12) 

There is a great difference between promise and 

performance. The Corinthians had boasted to Titus a 

year before that they would share in the special 

collection (2 Cor. 8:6), but they did not keep their 

promise.  

In 2 Corinthians 8:10-12 Paul emphasized willingness.  

 

Grace giving must come from a willing heart; it cannot 

be coerced or forced. 

 

When We Give by Faith (2 Cor. 8:13-24) 

2 Corinthians 8:13-15 
13  For I do not mean that others should be eased and 

you burdened;  
14  but by an equality, that now at this time your 

abundance may supply their lack, that their abundance 

also may supply your lack--that there may be equality.  
15  As it is written, "He who gathered much had nothing 

left over, and he who gathered little had no lack." 

 

2 Corinthians 9 

It seems strange that we Christians need 

encouragements to give, when God has given so much 

to us. God had enriched the Corinthians in a wonderful 

way, and yet they were hesitant to share what they had 

with others. They were not accustomed to grace 

giving, so Paul had to explain it to them. Having 

explained grace giving to them, Paul then tried to 

motivate them to get involved in the special offering; he 

did this by sharing five encouragements that relate to 

grace giving. 

 

Your Giving Will Provoke Others (2 Cor. 9:1-5) 

The interesting thing is this: Paul had used the zeal of 

the Corinthians to challenge the Macedonians; but now 

he was using the Macedonians to challenge the 

Corinthians! A year before, the Corinthians had 

enthusiastically boasted that they would share in the 

offering, but then they had done nothing. The 

Macedonians had followed through on their promise, 

and Paul was afraid that his boasting would be in vain. 

 

Your Giving Will Bless You (2 Cor. 9:6-11) 

"Give, and it shall be given unto you," was our Lord's 

promise; and it still holds true (Luke 6:38). The "good 

measure" He gives back to us is not always money or 

material goods, but it is always worth far more than we 

gave.  

 

Giving is not something we do, but something we are.  

 

Giving is a way of life for the Christian who 

understands the grace of God.  

 

The world simply does not understand a statement like 

Proverbs 11:24: "There is that scattereth, and yet 

increaseth: and there is that withholdeth more than is 

meet, but it tendeth to poverty." In grace giving, our 
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motive is not "to get something," but receiving God's 

blessing is one of the fringe benefits. 

If our giving is to bless us and build us up, we must be 

careful to follow the principles that Paul explained in 

this section. 

 

The principle of increase: we reap in measure as 

we sow (v. 6).  

. 

The principle of intent: we reap as we sow with 

right motives (v. 7).  

 

The principle of immediacy: we reap even while we 

are sowing (vv. 8-11).  

 

There are also immediate blessings. 

 

To begin with, we start to share God's abundant 

grace (2 Cor. 9:8).  

 

The "universals" in this verse are staggering: all grace; 

always; all sufficiency; every good work. This does not 

mean that God makes every Christian wealthy in 

material things; but it does mean that the Christian who 

practices grace giving will always have what he needs 

when he needs it. Furthermore, the grace of God 

enriches him morally and spiritually so that he grows in 

Christian character. In his walk and his work, he 

depends wholly on the sufficiency of God. 

 

The word sufficiency means "adequate resources 

within" (see Phil. 4:11). Through Jesus Christ, we can 

have the adequacy to meet the demands of life. As 

Christians, we do need to help and encourage one 

another; but we must not depend on one another. Our 

dependence must be on the Lord. He alone can give 

us that "well of water" in the heart that makes us 

sufficient for life (John 4:14). 

 

We not only share God's grace, but we also share 

His righteousness (2 Cor. 9:9). Paul quoted Psalm 

112:9 to prove his point That psalm describes the 

righteous man who has no fears because his heart is 

sincere and obedient to the Lord. Paul did not suggest 

that we earn righteousness by our giving, because the 

only way to get righteousness is by faith in Jesus 

Christ. However, if our hearts are right, our giving will 

be used by God to make our characters righteous. 

Grace giving builds Christian character. 

 

We reap as we sow, and we share God's miracle 

multiplication of what we give and do (2 Cor. 9:10).  

 

The farmer has to decide how much seed he will keep 

for food, and how much he will plant. If the harvest has 

been lean, there is less seed available both for eating 

and planting. But the Christian who believes in grace 

giving never has to worry about this decision: God 

supplies all that he needs. There is always spiritual 

and material "bread" for the eating and spiritual and 

material "seed" for the sowing. 
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Paul referred here to Isaiah 55:10-11, a passage that 

uses "seed" and "bread" to refer to both the Word of 

God and to the literal harvest in the field. There is no 

such thing as "secular" and "sacred" in the Christian 

life. The giving of money is just as spiritual an act as 

the singing of a hymn or the handing out of a Gospel 

tract. Money is seed. If we give it according to the 

principles of grace, it will multiply to the glory of God 

and meet many needs. If we use it in ways other than 

God desires, the harvest will be poor. 

Finally, as we sow, we are enriched and we enrich 

others (2 Cor. 9:11).  

 

But 2 Corinthians 9:11 teaches another truth: God 

enriches us so that we may give even more 

bountifully.  

 

One of the joys of grace giving is the joy of giving more 

and more. Everything we have—not just our income—

belongs to God, is given to God, and is used by God to 

accomplish His work. We are enriched in everything 

because we share everything with Him and with 

others. 

 

Grace giving means that we really believe that God is 

the great giver, and we use our material and spiritual 

resources accordingly. You simply cannot outgive God! 

 

Your Giving Will Meet Needs (2 Cor. 9:12) 

Paul introduced a new word for the offering: service. It 

means "priestly service," so once again, Paul lifted the 

offering to the highest level possible. He saw this 

collection as a "spiritual sacrifice" presented to God, 

the way a priest presents a costly sacrifice on the altar. 

 

Grace never looks for a reason; it only looks for an 

opportunity.  

 

Your Giving Will Glorify God  

(2 Cor. 9:13) 

 

Your Giving Will Unite God's People  

(2 Cor. 9:14-15) 

 

Lordship 

Ownership 

Stewardship 

 

Lordship 

Romans 14:7-9 

For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to 

himself. For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we 

die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or 

die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and 

rose and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the 

dead and the living. 

 

Luke 6:46  

"But why do you call Me 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do the 

things which I say? 
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Matthew 6:24 

"No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate 

the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to 

the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God 

and mammon.  

 

Have you ever surrendered to the Lordship of 

Jesus Christ over your life? 

 

Ownership 

Psalm 24:1 

The earth is the LORD'S, and all its fullness, The world 

and those who dwell therein.  

 

Deuteronomy 8:11-18 
11  "Beware that you do not forget the LORD your God 

by not keeping His commandments, His judgments, 

and His statutes which I command you today,  
12  lest--when you have eaten and are full, and have 

built beautiful houses and dwell in them;  
13  and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and 

your silver and your gold are multiplied, and all that 

you have is multiplied;  
14  when your heart is lifted up, and you forget the 

LORD your God who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, from the house of bondage;  
15  who led you through that great and terrible 

wilderness, in which were fiery serpents and scorpions 

and thirsty land where there was no water; who 

brought water for you out of the flinty rock;  
16  who fed you in the wilderness with manna, which 

your fathers did not know, that He might humble you 

and that He might test you, to do you good in the end--  
17  then you say in your heart, 'My power and the might 

of my hand have gained me this wealth.'  
18  And you shall remember the LORD your God, for it 

is He who gives you power to get wealth, that He may 

establish His covenant which He swore to your fathers, 

as it is this day. 

 

Stewardship 

 

Parable of the talents. 

Matthew 25:14-30 

Five Talents 

Two Talents 

One Talent 

 

Luke 16 – “Give account of your stewardship.” 

 

Romans 14:12 

So then each of us shall give account of himself to 

God. 

 

Jim Elliot 

He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain 

what he cannot lose. 

 

Scott Rawlings 

Wally Pitman 

 

 


