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Rainbow Forest

2021 Theme

Preparing For the Coming 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ
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1 Thessalonians 5:23-25

Now may the God of peace himself 
sanctify you completely, and may your 
whole spirit and soul and body be kept 
blameless at the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; 
he will surely do it.  Brothers, pray for us. 

Rainbow Forest
Mission Statement

Connecting the Disconnected 
to Christ, Community and the Call

Our Purpose

To glorify God in everything 
we say and do
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Connecting Through the Word

God’s Great Purpose and 
Plan for Our Lives

2 Corinthians 4

2 Corinthians 4:3-11

But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to 
those who are perishing, whose minds the 
god of this age has blinded, who do not 
believe, lest the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of God, 

should shine on them. 
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For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ 
Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your 

bondservants for Jesus' sake. For it is the 
God who commanded light to shine out of 
darkness, who has shone in our hearts to 

give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

But we have this treasure in earthen 
vessels, that the excellence of the power 

may be of God and not of us. We are hard 
pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we 

are perplexed, but not in despair; 
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, 

but not destroyed—
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Always carrying about in the body the dying 
of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also 
may be manifested in our body. For we who 
live are always delivered to death for Jesus' 

sake, that the life of Jesus also may be 
manifested in our mortal flesh.

Today, I celebrate my 
50th Spiritual Birthday. 

It was on this day, 50 years ago that 
I begin to discover and experience 

God’s great purpose and plan for my 
life.
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My salvation experience…..

Mark 8:35-37 

For whoever desires to save his life will lose 
it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and 
the gospel's will save it. For what will it profit 
a man if he gains the whole world, and loses 

his own soul? Or what will a man give in 
exchange for his soul?

On Sunday February 21, 1971 I invited Jesus into 
my heart.  That day I believed He died for me!!!!

My life’s verse that I stole from Jerry Falwell:

Philippians 1:6

Being confident of this very thing, that he 
which hath begun a good work in you will 
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: 
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My ministry chapter is 1 Corinthians 4

In fall of 1987 I had been listening to a series of 
messages by Charles Stanley on 

“Blessings from Brokenness”.  
I made the mistake of praying for God to break 
me… He answered that prayer and during that 
time this is the chapter the Lord gave me to 

motivate me not to quit and to understand and 
experience God’s great purpose and plan for my 

life.

A little background to this passage.

The book of 1 Corinthians is a letter of 
Correction to a carnal and backslidden 

church.

The Book of 2 Corinthians is a letter of 
Comfort to a contrite and broken church!
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If you want to learn about the great Apostle 
Paul’s ministry and journeys, read and study the 

Book of Acts.

If you want to learn about his theology, 
read and study the Book of Romans.

If you want to learn about his views on the 
structure and organization of the church, read his 

Epistles to the churches.

If you want to know about his 
encouragements, warnings and instructions 

to pastors, read Timothy and Titus.

If you want to know his view on church 
discipline, read 1 Corinthians.

But if you want to know the innermost 
heart and soul of Paul, read 2 Corinthians!
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The introduction in Chapter one.

2 Corinthians 1:2-7
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts
us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to 
comfort those who are in any trouble, with the 

comfort with which we ourselves are 
comforted by God. 

For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so 
our consolation also abounds through Christ. 

Now if we are afflicted, it is for your consolation
and salvation, which is effective for enduring the 
same sufferings which we also suffer. Or if we are 

comforted, it is for your consolation and 
salvation. And our hope for you is steadfast, 

because we know that as you are partakers of the 
sufferings, so also you will partake of the 

consolation. 
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Do you think Paul ever wanted to quit?

2 Corinthians 4:1

Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have 
received mercy, we do not lose heart. 

2 Corinthians 4:16

Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our 
outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is 

being renewed day by day

Several things

Paul knew that he had received “this ministry” 
2 Corinthians 3:6

“Who also made us sufficient as ministers of 
the new covenant, not of the letter but of the 
Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.”

2 Corinthians 3:9 
For if the ministry of condemnation had glory, the 
ministry of righteousness exceeds much more 

in glory.
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Why don’t people believe?

2 Corinthians 4:3-4

But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to 
those who are perishing, whose minds the god 
of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest 
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who 

is the image of God, should shine on them.

The devil has put blinders 
on their spiritual eyes.

Their gods of religion, rituals, ceremonies, 
money, pleasure, fame, education, success, 

position and power has blinded them.

You can preach Jesus all you 
want but they don’t get it. 
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What keeps this light from shining on them?

The treasure of the light of the 
Gospel of the glory of God. 

Where is the treasure hidden? 

Verse 7
But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, 

that the excellence of the power may be of God 
and not of us.

This light, this treasure, is inside jars of clay.

It is hidden in us.  

Our bodies are the temple of God.

So how can the lost ever see this light…?

The clay vessel has to be broken!!!!
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“We are hard pressed on every side, yet not 
crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but 

not destroyed—“

“Hard pressed” - Afflictions – sickness, pain, grief, 
rejection, and crushing pressure! 

“On every side…” from friends, from relatives, 
from all directions…

“Yet not crushed…”

“perplexed” – distressed – at a loss for a way, 
seems to be no solution, in great doubt, 

disappointed, discouraged, at wit’s end, at a loss 
how to proceed, without resources…

But still won’t quit… 

“Don’t despair! Don’t despair!  
But if you do despair, work on in despair!”
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In other words, 
no matter what you are feeling and 

experiencing inside your emotions, on the 
outside other people don’t see it.  

You refuse to go under…

You still have hope!

“persecuted” – the devil is against you, the lost 
community and people at work make fun and 

mock and fire you for your faith.  Your Christian 
friends don’t understand and they gossip and 

malign you! It seems everyone is after you and 
against you!

But you know God is for you!!!! You are not 
forsaken. You sense His presence in the fire.
You feel His arms surrounding you in the cold.
You know His covering under all the attacks.
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“knocked down,” 
“struck down” –

Laid out but there is still life in you!  

You’re going under but you can still cry out to 
God for help and He lifts you up out of the miry 

clay and sets your feet on the solid Rock!
You never stay down to the ten count.

Somehow with God’s help 
you always get back up!

What happens?

The lost world sees something they 
would have never seen otherwise.

“Always carrying about in the body the dying of 
the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also 

may be manifested in our body. For we who 
live are always delivered to death for Jesus' 
sake, that the life of Jesus also may be 

manifested in our mortal flesh.” 
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They see you have died to self and you have a 
supernatural life living in and through you!

Your body… your jar of clay.. the vessel in which 
is the treasure… gets broken and the light shines 

out!!!  (Story of Gideon)

“Broken and poured out”

Oswald Chambers – “You become broken bread 
and pour out wine for others to eat and drink!!!”

What is God’s purpose and 
plan for your life?

2 Corinthians 4:15-18
For all things are for your sakes, that grace, 
having spread through the many, may cause 
thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God. 

Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our 
outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is 

being renewed day by day. 
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For our light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, is working for us a far more 

exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while 
we do not look at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not seen. For the 
things which are seen are temporary, but the 

things which are not seen are eternal. 

Thanksgiving that abounds 
to the glory of God!

Our outward man is perishing!

Our inward man is being 
renewed day by day.

Compared to the glory that is to come, 
our afflictions seem to be light and 

only for a moment!
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How?

When we, by faith, look to the things that 
are not seen, the things that are eternal 
rather than the temporary and visible 

things that are so quickly passing!


