
Connecting Through the Word 

It's Time for Some Good News 

Romans 4 

 

Romans 4:13-25  
13  For the promise that he would be the heir of the world was 

not to Abraham or to his seed through the law, but through the 

righteousness of faith.  
14  For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made void 

and the promise made of no effect,  
15  because the law brings about wrath; for where there is no law 

there is no transgression.  
16  Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so 

that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those 

who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of 

Abraham, who is the father of us all  
17  (as it is written, "I have made you a father of many nations") 

in the presence of Him whom he believed--God, who gives life 

to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though 

they did;  
18  who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became 

the father of many nations, according to what was spoken, "So 

shall your descendants be."  
19  And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own 

body, already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), 

and the deadness of Sarah's womb.  
20  He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but 

was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God,  
21  and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was 

also able to perform.  
22  And therefore "it was accounted to him for righteousness."  
23  Now it was not written for his sake alone that it was imputed 

to him,  
24  but also for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him 

who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead,  

25  who was delivered up because of our offenses, and was 

raised because of our justification.  

 

There was a country song that said something like this: if it 

weren't for bad luck I wouldn't have any luck at all. 

Some of us are feeling today as we read the newspapers if it 

weren't for bad news we wouldn't have any news at all. But 

thank God there is some good news. And it's time for some 

good news. 

 

The story of John Newton.  

Amazing Grace that Saved a Wretch like Me. 

What is grace?  

Grace is the unmerited favor and kindness shown to one who 

does not deserve it and can never earn it.  

 

You will be saved by grace or you won't be saved at all.  

Now the good news is the grace of God that saves you! 

 

In chapters 1, 2, and 3, Paul has been telling us about the bad 

news, about sin, wickedness, degradation, depravity, all of the 

things. He's been talking to the heathen, he's been talking to the 

hypocrite, he's been talking to the Hebrew, he's been talking to 

humanity, and he summed it up in: 

 Romans 3:23, "For all have sinned and come short of the glory 

of God."  

That is the bad news that makes the good news good. 

 

Romans 4:1-5 
1  What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found 

according to the flesh?  
2  For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to 

boast about, but not before God.  
3  For what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, 

and it was accounted to him for righteousness."  
4  Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace 
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but as debt.  
5  But to him who does not work but believes on Him who 

justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness,  

 

The good news according to three men: according to Abraham, 

according to David, and according to Paul. 

 

The grace, the good news that was discovered by Abraham.  
1  What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found 

according to the flesh? 

 

The word “has found”.  

It's the word we get our word eureka from.  

It speaks of a discovery. Abraham made a discovery.  

 

Who is Abraham.  

If you were a Jew you would know who Abraham is, because 

Abraham is the brightest star in the Hebrew heaven.  

Abraham was the first of the Jewish nation, of the Hebrews, and 

Abraham was the premier saint, he's the beginner of the Jewish 

race. You can say the founder of their faith. They held Abraham 

in highest esteem, and in the Jewish man, in the Jewish mind, if 

anybody could behave himself into heaven, it would be 

Abraham. If anybody could get to heaven by doing good works, 

it would be Abraham. 

 

But the Bible says here that Abraham believed God. You see it 

in verse 3, and that was counted to him for righteousness. 

Genesis 15:6  

And he believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for 

righteousness.  

 

That is, the Lord, the Lord put it on his account for 

righteousness.  

God had called Abraham when he was a heathen, and in the 

land of Ur, said, I want you to go into a land that I'm going to 

give you. He didn't even really tell him where he was going, he 

just went out under orders, under sealed orders. But then the 

Lord appeared to him, and this time he was a very old man. He 

was impotent and childless and his wife Sarah, had gone 

through the menopause and her womb was past reproduction 

and the Bible says, we're going to see later on in this chapter, 

that it was dead, that is, she could not reproduce and have a 

child naturally.  

 

And God came to Abraham and there in Genesis 15, God said, 

Abraham, I'm going to give you a son, and through that son 

you're going to have, you're going to have children. Matter of 

fact, look up at those stars, Abraham, you see all those stars, 

can you count them, you can't count them, can you, Abraham?  

 

Abraham, you're not going to be able to count the number of 

your descendants. I'm going to work a miracle, I'm going to work 

a miracle in your life and, rather than arguing with God or 

doubting God, the Bible said Abraham believed God. He just 

believed God. And God said, All right, that's what I want, and I'm 

going to put you down as righteous. Abraham believed God, 

and it was counted to him as righteousness. 

 

What did he believe God for?  

Well, he believed God for a miracle son.  

 

Jesus is a miracle son, isn't he, born of a virgin?  

Abraham - all just pre-figures Jesus.  

He believed God for a miracle son and he also believed in God 

who could bring life out of death. Didn't Jesus come out of the 

grave, he did. Well, just as God gave life to Sarah's dead womb, 

Abraham just believed this. He had an incredible faith in God.  

 

It pre-figures the gospel of God's miracle Son, his death, burial, 

and resurrection, and Abraham believed God and it was 

counted to him for righteousness. 
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Now that's what we're talking about right now. What does 

salvation by grace do and why, what did Abraham discover?  

 

Salvation by grace, respects God's glory.  

 
2  For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to 

boast (glory) about, but not before God.  

 

Now what that means is just simply this—that if Abraham could 

be saved by being good, he could boast about it he could he 

could glory in his own salvation, but he could say nice things 

about himself. But that wouldn't be saying nice things about 

God. But when Abraham believed God, he gave God glory.  

 

Do you know the best thing that you could do to glorify God?  

 

People try to do all kinds of things to glorify God, to gain favor 

with God.  

I have seen pictures of people who would take whips and 

flagellate themselves until they bleed. I've been to India and 

seen people do strange and horrible things, where they would 

perhaps mutilate themselves or bathe in the filthy rivers or 

whatever, to glorify God. People have hung by ropes and hooks 

and self-crucifixion in order to glorify God. People have gone on 

pilgrimages to glorify God. People have given great sums of 

money to glorify God. 

 

But do you know what glorifies God?  

Believing God, it's believing God. 

 

The greatest thing that you can do to glorify God is to believe 

God. Faith pleases God because it glorifies God, and because 

faith pleases God, God rewards faith. If you want to please God, 

believe God, believe God. There's something, you see, what is 

faith?  

Faith is not saying, God prove it to me and then I'll believe it. 

No, no. Faith is response, listen, faith is response to the nature 

and character of God. Faith believes God, not for what God has 

done, but for who God is. You see, when my heart is right, my 

heart—when my eye is right, my eye responds to light. When 

my ear is right, my ear responds to sound. When my heart is 

right, my heart responds to God and that response, that 

response is faith. And that faith glorifies God. If a man could be 

saved by works, God doesn't get the glory. But when a man is 

justified by faith, God gets the glory. It's amazing how many 

people want to put together faith and works. There's something 

about human pride that says, I want to do it. 

 

Friend, let me tell you something, when you add your two bits' 

worth of self-effort to the grace of God, you destroy the whole 

thing.  

 

You take, you take the glory from Almighty God. If you go to 

heaven, you're going to say, Jesus paid it all and all to him I 

owe. And don't you get the idea that you can add a little bit to it, 

because when you do, you take away God's glory. You give the 

glory to yourself. You say, Look what I did, for the Bible says, 

"For by grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of 

yourselves. It is the gift of God,"  

Why? "lest any man should boast."  

What does salvation by grace do?  

It respects God's glory.  

 

What else does salvation by grace do? 

It receives God's gift  

 

Now look if you will here again in verse 3: "It was counted unto 

him for righteousness."  

 

The word counted is used a number of times in this chapter, but 

if you look at it in the English you wouldn't necessarily see it. 
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Because the same word is translated imputed and the same 

word is translated reckoned.  

 

Verse 3: "It was counted to him."  

Verse 6, "God imputed, imputeth righteousness."  

Verse 8, "Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute 

sin."  

Verse 9, "That faith was reckoned."  

Verse 10, "How then was it reckoned."  

Verse 11, "Might be imputed."  

Verse 22, "Therefore it was imputed." 

Verse 23, "That it was imputed to him."  

Verse 24 "To us also, to whom it shall be imputed."  

 

Over and over and over he's talking about something called 

imputation.  

 

Imputation has everything to do with you. Because the way that 

you're going to get saved is for God to count something, to 

reckon something, to impute something to your account.  

Now this is what God does, God reckons or imputes or counts 

righteousness to you when you have the faith of Abraham.  

 

Adam's sin was imputed to you.  

Adam's sin was put on your account.  

 

Romans 5:12 

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and 

death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all 

sinned— 

 

That is, death was imputed to all men. We got it from Adam. So 

sin was imputed to you through Adam. 

 

Adam's sin was imputed to you.  

 

Our sin was imputed to Jesus.  

Romans 4:23-25 

Now it was not written for his sake alone that it was imputed to 

him, but also for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him 

who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was delivered 

up because of our offenses, and was raised because of our 

justification. 

 

It speaks of Jesus, who was delivered for our offenses, not for 

his own sin, but for our offenses.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:21 

For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we 

might become the righteousness of God in Him.  

 

Jesus was a sinless, spotless Lamb of God, thank God for that. 

But God made him to be sin for us. God didn't make him a 

sinner, he was not a sinner, but God made him to be sin.  

 

Adam's sin was put on me.  

My sin was put on Jesus.  

Jesus carried my sin to the cross. 

 

In Leviticus chapter 16 there's, there's a ritual there, it's the story 

of the scapegoat. Have you ever heard the term scapegoat?  

 

In Old Testament times God gave so many pictures and 

illustrations of salvation and what they would do, they would 

take two goats and bring those two goats to the door of the 

tabernacle. One goat would be slain, his throat would be cut, the 

blood would be spilled out, and that would picture Jesus on the 

cross, in agony and blood, dying for us. But then Aaron, the 

High Priest, would take both hands and lay his hands on the 

head of the other goat, the live goat called the scape goat, and 

confess the sins of the people upon the head of that goat. And 

then that goat would be led out into the wilderness never to 
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return, picturing our sins being carried away by the precious 

blood of Jesus Christ. And when Aaron laid his hands on the 

head of that goat the sins of the people of Israel were being 

placed, imputed, charged, reckoned upon the head of that goat, 

picturing our sins being laid upon the Lord Jesus. 

 

Adam's sin was imputed to you, your sin was imputed to Jesus 

and now, thank God, Jesus' righteousness is imputed to us.  

 

That's the gospel.  

His righteousness is imputed to us. 

Verse 3: "For what says the scripture? 

Abraham believed God and it was counted," reckoned, imputed, 

"unto him for righteousness."  

 

Now that is the grace that Abraham discovered. 

 

Second thing.  

The Grace that David Described.  

Abraham discovered it, David described it.  

 

Romans 4:6-8 

Just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to 

whom God imputes righteousness apart from works: “Blessed 

are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, And whose sins 

are covered; Blessed is the man to whom the LORD shall not 

impute sin."  

 

Mant would think of Abraham as the greatest of saints, they 

would think of David, perhaps, as the greatest of sinners 

because David had committed a terrible, horrible, egregious sin.  

 

David had committed adultery and in order to try to cover that 

adultery, David had committed murder. It's a dark and dirty tale, 

and he had just broken God's commandments and David was 

worthy of death but God brought him to a place of repentance. 

He received the grace of God and he wrote a Psalm telling 

about it and that's what Paul was quoting, is Psalm 32:1, 2.  

 

After David experienced the grace of God, he wrote this: 

"Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 

covered, blessed is the man in whom the Lord imputeth not 

iniquity and in whose spirit there is no guile."  

 

There was nothing David could do. He deserved death, his case 

was hopeless apart from God's amazing grace. 

 

"Just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to 

whom God imputes righteousness apart from works:."  

 

There wasn't anything David could do, he was hopeless, and 

God put on his account righteousness. 

 

See how David describes that righteousness. 

 

First of all, iniquity is forgiven. 

"Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven."  

Now in order for God to forgive your iniquity, God has to pay the 

price. There are no free pardons, not in heaven. If any sin is 

forgiven, the one who does the forgiving is the one who bears 

the penalty. 

 

Suppose someone stole ten dollars from me… They felt so 

sorry and came and ask forgiveness but could pay back the ten 

dollars.  But I forgive then and say don’t worry about it. 

 

It cost me ten dollars. 

 

Somebody pays, so when I forgive that sin, at that moment I 

absorb the penalty.  

That's what Jesus was doing on the cross. God is not 

overlooking that sin, God himself is paying the price of that sin.  
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God’s sovereign Grace pays the price! 

Somebody wrote these words:  

I owed a debt I could not pay.  

Jesus paid a debt he did not owe.  

 

Our Iniquity is not only forgiven, our sins are covered.  

 

Romans 4:7 

"Blessed are those whose lawless deeds (Iniquities) are 

forgiven, And whose sins are covered;  

 

Even if I forgave someone, I would still know that he had, that 

he had done it. But when God forgives, God forgets.  

 

Micah 7:19 

"I will cast all their sins into the depths of the sea."  

 

There are depths in the ocean that nobody has yet probed. As 

the mountains are high, the depths are deep. There are places 

where the pressure is so great that nothing could even sink 

there. It's as dark as ink, as black as midnight, and that's where 

God has put your sins.  

 

Isaiah 38:17 

Indeed it was for my own peace That I had great bitterness; But 

You have lovingly delivered my soul from the pit of corruption, 

For You have cast all my sins behind Your back.  

 

If my sin is behind God's back then that's where they're going to 

stay. 

Can God ever see my sin again?  

Suppose God turns around to see where they are.  

They're still behind His back, no matter where he looks, my sins 

are behind his back,  

 

Psalm 103:11-12 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, So great is His 

mercy toward those who fear Him; As far as the east is from the 

west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.  

 

Now I can measure North Pole to South Pole, but you can't 

measure East from West.  

How far is west, how far is east. You go west and you never 

come to the east.  You go east and you never get to the west. 

No, they both just goes on and on and on and on.  

 

David says,  

My iniquities are forgiven.  

My sin is covered! 

It is gone, it is buried in the depth of God's forgetfulness. 

 

But notice also in verse 8: 

“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven,  

And whose sins are covered;  

Blessed is the man to whom the LORD shall not impute sin."  

 

When you get saved, God will never put sin on your account 

again. He will not impute sin to you.  

 

Now you say,  

 

What if I get saved and then I sin again?  

What if?  

Some people have the idea that, If I'm living right when I die, I'll 

go to heaven.  

If that's what you're counting on, you're not going to heaven.  

 

 

We need to understand what sin is.  
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The Bible says, "To him that knoweth to do good and doeth it 

not, to him it is sin."  

The Bible says, "Whatsoever is not of faith is sin."  

The Bible says, "The thought of foolishness is sin."  

 

Do you think that your goodness is going to get you to heaven? 

NO! Blessed is the man whose iniquities are forgiven, blessed is 

the man whose sins are covered, and blessed is the man to 

whom God will not impute iniquity.  

 

If God were to put one half of one sin on your account, you'd die 

and go to hell. One half of one sin. He's a holy God, but God will 

not impute iniquity.  

 

Now that doesn't mean that you can sin and get by with it, he'll 

carry you to the woodshed and beat the daylights out of you. 

"Whom the Lord loves, he chastens and scourges every son 

whom he receives." 

 

That's the reason why we need to keep a short account with 

God, but God will never put that sin on your account. If God put 

that sin on your account, you'd have to get saved all over again, 

but God will not impute sin. 

 

Now folks, listen, I'm telling you, when you understand grace, 

you can understand why John Newton wanted to write that 

song. Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a 

wretch like me.  

 

There was the grace that Abraham discovered. 

There was the grace that David described.  

 

 

 

Now finally, there's the grace that Paul discloses.  

Romans 4:9-12 

Does this blessedness then come upon the circumcised only, or 

upon the uncircumcised also? For we say that faith was 

accounted to Abraham for righteousness. How then was it 

accounted? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not 

while circumcised, but while uncircumcised. And he received the 

sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith 

which he had while still uncircumcised, that he might be the 

father of all those who believe, though they are uncircumcised, 

that righteousness might be imputed to them also.  

  

 

What he means by the circumcision is the Jews, they were 

called the circumcision. 

What does all this mean?  

 

What Paul is saying is this.  

Paul is talking to us now, he's talking to Gentiles.  

 

Abraham discovered it, David described it, but Paul is saying I 

want to tell you, this Grace, it is for everybody, it is for everyone 

It’s for whosoever—not just for the Jews, but for the 

uncircumcised also, the uncircumcision, the Gentiles. 

 

This is what Paul is disclosing – revealing! 

 

This salvation doesn't come by ritual.  

Circumcision was a Jewish ritual that said, as he said in verse 

11, it was a sign and a seal.  

But he said, when was Abraham saved, before or after that sign 

and that seal? Before the sign of circumcision. 

 

Don't get the idea that you are saved by a ritual or a sacrament 

or an ordinance like baptism. 

 

Are you saved before or after baptism? Before of course! 
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The Bible doesn't say be baptize and believe, it says believe 

and be baptized. And the minute you believe, you're saved.  

 

Now some people will say you have to be baptized in order to 

be saved. Well that's ridiculous. If you say you have to be 

baptized in order to be saved, you know what you do?  

You take the “whosoever” out of the Bible.  

A man in the desert couldn't be saved because no water.  

A man in an airplane couldn't be saved, no place to baptize him. 

A man in a submarine, surrounded by water, couldn't be saved 

without drowning at the same time by opening the door. 

 

The Bible says it plainly and simply!  

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.  

 

What is Paul saying?  

We see it discovered by Abraham. 

We see it described by David. 

We see it disclosed by Paul.  

He is saying it is not by ritual, it is not by resolve, it is by 

reception.  

You just receive God's amazing grace. 

 

William Cowper, (born November 26, 1731 in England—died 

April 25, 1800), one of the most widely read English poets of his 

day. 

 

William Cowper was so tormented in his mind. He was so 

distraught, he lived in Paris. He was going to kill himself. He 

went down to the Seine river that runs through Paris and four 

times he tried to get enough courage to throw himself in the 

river Seine, he couldn't do it, so he went and got some poison 

and he was going to take the poison. Three times he put the 

poison to his lips but he couldn't do it. So he said, I'll take a gun 

and I will shoot myself, and twice he took a gun and put it to his 

temples but could not release the trigger. He ended up in an 

insane asylum and then somebody told him about Jesus and 

gave him a Bible where he read John 11 and then he was 

moved to read in Romans. 

 

Romans 3:21-26 

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart 

from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness 

to it— the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for 

all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned 

and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace 

as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom 

God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by 

faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his 

divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to 

show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be 

just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  

 

William would write: 

Immediately I received the strength to believe it, and the full 

beams of the Sun of Righteousness shone upon me. I saw the 

sufficiency of the atonement He had made, my pardon sealed in 

His blood, and all the fullness and completeness of His 

justification. In a moment I believed, and received the gospel ... 

Whatever my friend Madan had said to me, long before, revived 

in all its clearness, with demonstration of the spirit and power. 

Unless the Almighty arm had been under me, I think I should 

have died with gratitude and joy. My eyes filled with tears, and 

my voice choked with transport; I could only look up to heaven 

in silent fear, overwhelmed with love and wonder. 

  

Later William Cowper would write this great hymn: 

There is a fountain filled with blood, drawn from Emmanuel's 

veins and sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty 

stains. 

 



That's the grace of God, that's the grace of God, that's the good 

news.  

That's what Abraham discovered, 

That's what David described. 

That's what Paul discloses,  

And Today, that's what we all need – God's Amazing Grace. 

 

There is a fountain filled with blood 
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins; 
And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains: 
Lose all their guilty stains, 
Lose all their guilty stains; 
And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains. 

The dying thief rejoiced to see 
That fountain in his day; 
And there may I, though vile as he, 
Wash all my sins away: 
Wash all my sins away, 
Wash all my sins away; 
And there may I, though vile as he, 
Wash all my sins away. 

Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood 
Shall never lose its pow’r, 
Till all the ransomed Church of God 

Be saved, to sin no more: 
Be saved, to sin no more, 
Be saved, to sin no more; 
Till all the ransomed Church of God 
Be saved to sin no more. 

E’er since by faith I saw the stream 
Thy flowing wounds supply, 
Redeeming love has been my theme, 
And shall be till I die: 
And shall be till I die, 
And shall be till I die; 
Redeeming love has been my theme, 

And shall be till I die. 

When this poor lisping, stamm’ring 
tongue 
Lies silent in the grave, 
Then in a nobler, sweeter song 
I’ll sing Thy pow’r to save: 
I’ll sing Thy pow’r to save, 
I’ll sing Thy pow’r to save; 
Then in a nobler, sweeter song 
I’ll sing Thy pow’r to save. 

 


