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Rainbow Forest

2021 Theme

Preparing For the Coming 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ
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1 Thessalonians 5:23-25

Now may the God of peace himself 
sanctify you completely, and may your 
whole spirit and soul and body be kept 
blameless at the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; 
he will surely do it.  Brothers, pray for us. 

Rainbow Forest
Mission Statement

Connecting the Disconnected 
to Christ, Community and the Call

Our Purpose

To glorify God in everything 
we say and do
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Connecting Through the Word

It’s Time For 
Some Good News

Romans 4

Romans 4:13-25 

13  For the promise that he would be the 
heir of the world was not to Abraham or to 
his seed through the law, but through the 

righteousness of faith. 
14  For if those who are of the law are heirs, 
faith is made void and the promise made of 

no effect, 
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15  because the law brings about wrath; for 
where there is no law there is no 

transgression. 
16  Therefore it is of faith that it might be 
according to grace, so that the promise 

might be sure to all the seed, not only to 
those who are of the law, but also to those 
who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the 

father of us all 

17  (as it is written, "I have made you a 
father of many nations") in the presence of 
Him whom he believed--God, who gives life 
to the dead and calls those things which do 

not exist as though they did; 
18  who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, 

so that he became the father of many 
nations, according to what was spoken, "So 

shall your descendants be." 
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19  And not being weak in faith, he did not 
consider his own body, already dead (since he 

was about a hundred years old), and the 
deadness of Sarah's womb. 

20  He did not waver at the promise of God 
through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, 

giving glory to God, 
21  and being fully convinced that what He had 

promised He was also able to perform. 

22 And therefore "it was accounted 
to him for righteousness." 

23 Now it was not written for his sake 
alone that it was imputed to him, 

24 but also for us. It shall be imputed 
to us who believe in Him who raised 

up Jesus our Lord from the dead, 
25  who was delivered up because of our 
offenses, and was raised because of our 

justification. 
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What is grace? 
Grace is the unmerited favor and kindness 
shown to one who does not deserve it and 

can never earn it. 

You will be saved by grace or 
you won't be saved at all. 

Now the good news it is the 
grace of God that saves you!

In chapters 1, 2, and 3, 
Paul has been telling us about the bad news, 

about sin, wickedness, degradation, 
depravity, all of the things. 

He's been talking to the heathen, he's been 
talking to the hypocrite, he's been talking to 
the Hebrew, he's been talking to humanity, 

and he summed it up in:
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Romans 3:23

"For all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God." 

That is the bad news that 
makes the good news good.

Romans 4:1-5

1 What then shall we say that Abraham our 
father has found according to the flesh? 

2 For if Abraham was justified by works, 
he has something to boast about, 

but not before God. 
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3 For what does the Scripture say? 
"Abraham believed God, and it was 

accounted to him for righteousness." 

4 Now to him who works, the wages 
are not counted as grace but as debt. 

5 But to him who does not work but 
believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, 
his faith is accounted for righteousness, 

Today

The good news according to three men: 

according to Abraham, 
according to David, 

and according to Paul.
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The grace, the good news that was 
discovered by Abraham. 

1 What then shall we say that 
Abraham our father has found 

according to the flesh?

The word “has found”. 

It's the word we get 
our word eureka from.

It speaks of a discovery. 

Abraham made a discovery. 
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Who is Abraham?
In the Jewish mind, if anybody could behave 
himself into heaven, it would be Abraham. If 
anybody could get to heaven by doing good 

works, it would be Abraham.

Genesis 15:6 
And he believed in the LORD, 

and He accounted it to him for righteousness. 

What does salvation by grace do 
and why? What did Abraham discover?

Salvation by grace, 
respects God's glory. 

2  For if Abraham was justified by works, he 
has something to boast (glory) about, but 

not before God. 
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What else does salvation by grace do?

It receives God's gift! 

3  "It was counted unto him for 
righteousness." 

The word counted is used a number of 
times in this chapter, but if you look at it in 
the English you wouldn't necessarily see it. 

Because the same word is translated 
imputed and the same word is translated 

reckoned. 
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Verse 3: "It was counted to him." 

Verse 6, "God imputed, imputeth
righteousness." 

Verse 8, "Blessed is the man to whom the 
Lord will not impute sin." 

Verse 9, "That faith was reckoned." 

Verse 10, "How then was it reckoned." 

Verse 11, "Might be imputed." 

Verse 22, "Therefore it was imputed."

Verse 23, "That it was imputed to him." 

Verse 24 "To us also, to whom it shall be 
imputed." 
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The way that you're going to get saved is for God 
to count something, to reckon something, to 

impute something to your account. 

Now this is what God does, God reckons or 
imputes or counts righteousness to you when you 

have the faith of Abraham. 

Adam's sin was imputed to you. 
Adam's sin was put on your account. 

Romans 5:12
Therefore, just as through one man sin entered 

the world, and death through sin, and thus 
death spread to all men, because all sinned—

That is, death was imputed to all men. 
We got it from Adam. So sin was imputed 

to you through Adam.

Adam's sin was imputed to you. 
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Our sin was imputed to Jesus. 

Romans 4:23-25

Now it was not written for his sake alone that it 
was imputed to him, but also for us. It shall be 
imputed to us who believe in Him who raised up 
Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was delivered 

up because of our offenses, and was raised 
because of our justification.

It speaks of Jesus, who was delivered for our 
offenses, not for his own sin, but for our 

offenses. 

2 Corinthians 5:21
For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin 

for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him. 
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Adam's sin was put on me. 

My sin was put on Jesus. 

Jesus carried my sin to the cross.

In Leviticus chapter 16
The two goats

Adam's sin was imputed to you, your sin was 
imputed to Jesus and now, thank God, Jesus' 

righteousness is imputed to us. 

That's the gospel. 
Christ righteousness is imputed to us.
Verse 3: "For what says the scripture?

Abraham believed God and it was counted," 
reckoned, imputed, "unto him for 

righteousness." 
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Now that is the grace that 
Abraham discovered.

Second thing: 

The Grace that David Described. 

Abraham discovered it, 
David described it. 

Romans 4:6-8

Just as David also describes the 
blessedness of the man to whom God 

imputes righteousness apart from works: 
“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are 

forgiven, And whose sins are covered; 
Blessed is the man to whom the LORD shall 

not impute sin." 
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David had committed adultery and in order to try 
to cover that adultery, David had committed 

murder. 

David had just broken God's commandments and 
David was worthy of death but God brought him 
to a place of repentance. He received the grace 
of God and he wrote a Psalm telling about it and 
that's what Paul was quoting, is Psalm 32:1, 2. 

See how David describes that righteousness.

First of all, iniquity is forgiven.

"Blessed are they whose 
iniquities are forgiven." 
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God’s sovereign Grace pays the price!

I owed a debt I could not pay.

Jesus paid a debt he did not owe. 

Our Iniquity is not only forgiven, 
our sins are covered. 

Romans 4:7
"Blessed are those whose lawless 
deeds (Iniquities) are forgiven, 
And whose sins are covered; 

Even if I forgave someone, I would 
still know that he had done it. 

But when God forgives, God forgets. 
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Micah 7:19
"I will cast all their sins into 

the depths of the sea." 

Isaiah 38:17
Indeed it was for my own peace That I had 

great bitterness; But You have lovingly 
delivered my soul from the pit of corruption, 
For You have cast all my sins behind Your 

back.

Psalm 103:11-12

For as the heavens are high above the 
earth, So great is His mercy toward those 

who fear Him; As far as the east is from the 
west, So far has He removed our 

transgressions from us. 
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“Blessed are those whose 
lawless deeds are forgiven, 

And whose sins are covered; 
Blessed is the man to whom the 

LORD shall not impute sin." 

When you get saved, God will never 
put sin on your account again. He will 

not impute sin to you. 

There was the grace 
that Abraham discovered.

There was the grace 
that David described. 

Now finally, there's the grace 
that Paul discloses. 
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Romans 4:9-12

Does this blessedness then come upon the 
circumcised only, or upon the uncircumcised 
also? For we say that faith was accounted to 
Abraham for righteousness. How then was it 

accounted? While he was circumcised, or 
uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but 

while uncircumcised. 

And he received the sign of circumcision, a 
seal of the righteousness of the faith which 

he had while still uncircumcised, that he 
might be the father of all those who 

believe, though they are uncircumcised, 
that righteousness might be imputed to them 

also. 
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Abraham discovered it, 
David described it, 

But Paul is saying I want to tell you, 
this Grace, it is for everybody, 

It is for everyone 
It’s for whosoever—not just for the Jews, 

but for the uncircumcised also, 
the uncircumcision, the Gentiles.

This is what Paul is disclosing – revealing!

This salvation doesn't come by ritual. 
Circumcision was a Jewish ritual that said, as he 

said in verse 11, it was a sign and a seal. 
But he ask, when was Abraham saved, before or 

after that sign and that seal? 
Before the sign of circumcision.

Don't get the idea that you are saved by a ritual 
or a sacrament or an ordinance like baptism.
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The Bible says it plainly and simply! 
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 

and thou shalt be saved. 

What is Paul saying? 
We see it discovered by Abraham.

We see it described by David.
We see it disclosed by Paul. 

He is saying it is not by ritual, 
it is not by resolve, it is by reception. 
You just receive God's amazing grace.

William Cowper

Born November 26, 1731 
Died April 25, 1800

One of the most widely 
read English poets of his day.
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Immediately I received the strength to believe it, and the full 
beams of the Sun of Righteousness shone upon me. I saw the 
sufficiency of the atonement He had made, my pardon sealed 

in His blood, and all the fullness and completeness of His 
justification. In a moment I believed, and received the gospel 
... Whatever my friend Madan had said to me, long before, 
revived in all its clearness, with demonstration of the spirit 
and power. Unless the Almighty arm had been under me, I 

think I should have died with gratitude and joy. My eyes filled 
with tears, and my voice choked with transport; I could only 
look up to heaven in silent fear, overwhelmed with love and 

wonder.

There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins;
And sinners, plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains:
Lose all their guilty stains,
Lose all their guilty stains;
And sinners, plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains.
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The dying thief rejoiced to see
That fountain in his day;
And there may I, though vile as he,
Wash all my sins away:
Wash all my sins away,
Wash all my sins away;
And there may I, though vile as he,
Wash all my sins away.

Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its pow’r,
Till all the ransomed Church of God
Be saved, to sin no more:
Be saved, to sin no more,
Be saved, to sin no more;
Till all the ransomed Church of God
Be saved to sin no more.
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E’er since by faith I saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till I die:
And shall be till I die,
And shall be till I die;
Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till I die.

When this poor lisping, stamm’ring tongue
Lies silent in the grave,
Then in a nobler, sweeter song
I’ll sing Thy pow’r to save:
I’ll sing Thy pow’r to save,
I’ll sing Thy pow’r to save;
Then in a nobler, sweeter song
I’ll sing Thy pow’r to save.
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