
Connecting Through the Word 

The Reproducing Church 

Acts 13 

 

Acts 13:1-5 
1  Now in the church that was at Antioch there were certain 

prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who was called 

Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who had been brought up with 

Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.  
2  As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, 

"Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I 

have called them."  
3  Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they 

sent them away.  
4  So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to 

Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus.  
5  And when they arrived in Salamis, they preached the word of 

God in the synagogues of the Jews. They also had John as their 

assistant.  

 

The Book of Acts is a book of transition. 

The Gift of the Holy Spirit is Given. 

The Church is born. 

 

The outline of the book is found in 

Acts 1:8 (NKJV)  

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and 

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."  

 

Witnessing in Jerusalem (Acts 1-7) 

Witnessing in Judea and Samaria (Acts 8-12) 

Witnessing unto the uttermost parts of the earth (Acts 13:28) 

 

In chapters 1-12, Peter is the main character. 

Chapter 1 – Peter leads the first prayer service in the upper 

room 

Chapter 2 – Peter preaches on the Day of Pentecost 

Chapter 3 – Peter goes to temple with John 

Chapter 4 – Peter and John are arrested and brought before 

the Council 

Chapter 5 – Peter pronounces judgement on Ananias and 

Sapphira.  Peter is arrested again and beaten 

Chapter 6 – Deacons are chosen and commissioned 

Chapter 7 – Stephen preaches longest message in Acts and is 

stoned to death 

Chapter 8 – Saul begins the great persecution of the church 

and Philip preaches Gospel to city of Samaria. 

Peter comes to Samaria with John and prays for Holy Spirit to 

come on them. 

Philip win the Ethiopian Eunuch to the Lord and baptizes him. 

Chapter 9 – Saul the persecutor meets Jesus on road to 

Damascus. 

Peter goes to Lydda, heals a paralyzed man and everyone turns 

to the Lord.  Then he goes to Joppa and raises Dorcas back to 

life. 

Chapter 10 – Peter has vision and is sent to Caesarea to bring 

Gospel to Cornelius, a Gentile and a Roman centurion. 

Chapter 11 – Peter has to defend himself for going to the 

Gentiles. 

The Gospel is preached at Antioch of Syria. Barnabas has 

successful ministry there but goes to Tarsus to get Saul to join 

him for another year of ministry. 

The first mention of disciples being called Christians – Followers 

of Christ! 

Chapter 12 – James is killed by Herod Agrippa I, who was a 

grandson of Herod the Great. 

Peter is arrested a put in prison and is scheduled to be killed 

after Passover.  An angel frees him from prison.  Herod gives a 

speech and is struck by an angel of the Lord and is eaten by 

worms.   “But the Word of God increased and multiplied!” 



Chapters 1-12 Peter 

Chapters 13 to 28 – The missionary journeys of the Apostle 

Paul. 

 

Churches are planted in Asia, Galatia, Laodicea, Corinth, 

Ephesus, Philippi, Thessalonica, Smyrna, Paramus, Thyatira, 

Sardis, Philadelphia, Rome and other places. 

 

God desires his disciples to bear fruit. 

John 15:1-8 
1  "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.  
2  Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; 

and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear 

more fruit.  
3  You are already clean because of the word which I have 

spoken to you.  
4  Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 

itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you 

abide in Me.  
5  I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, 

and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do 

nothing.  
6  If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and 

is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, 

and they are burned.  
7  If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask 

what you desire, and it shall be done for you.  
8  By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you 

will be My disciples.  

John 15:16  

You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that 

you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, 

that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you. 

 

A tree bears fruit because of the life of the vine in it.  

Are you connected to the True Vine? 

Jesus said, “Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.” 

 

Healthy plants reproduce after their kind. 

Healthy animal reproduce after their kind. 

Healthy people reproduce after their kind. 

 

Healthy Christians should reproduce after their kind. 

Healthy Churches should reproduce after their kind. 

 

The Church of Jerusalem was somewhat self-focused. 

They were near-sighted. 

They only thought Jews could get saved. 

When Gentiles started getting saved, they thought they should 

look like the Jewish church.  With its rituals and cultural beliefs 

and preferences. 

 

After Paul’s first missionary journey, the church at Jerusalem 

had to accept the differences.   

But still Paul had to confront Peter even later at Antioch. 

Galatians 2:11-16 
11  Now when Peter had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his 

face, because he was to be blamed;  
12  for before certain men came from James, he would eat with 

the Gentiles; but when they came, he withdrew and separated 

himself, fearing those who were of the circumcision.  
13  And the rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with him, 

so that even Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy.  
14  But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the 

truth of the gospel, I said to Peter before them all, "If you, being 

a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews, why 

do you compel Gentiles to live as Jews?  
15  We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles,  
16  knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but 

by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, 

that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works 

of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.   



It took the church at Antioch to begin to complete and fulfill the 

Great Commission to take the Gospel to the “Uttermost.” 

 

The Church at Antioch became the first sending missionary 

church in the New Testament. 

 

When Paul and Barnabas complete their first missionary journey 

they return to the church at Antioch. 

Acts 14:26-28 

From there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been 

commended to the grace of God for the work which they had 

completed. Now when they had come and gathered the church 

together, they reported all that God had done with them, and 

that He had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. So they 

stayed there a long time with the disciples. 

 

After the first church council in Jerusalem, Paul and Barnabas 

returned to Antioch with Judas and Silas. 

Acts 15:30-35  
30  So when they were sent off, they came to Antioch; and when 

they had gathered the multitude together, they delivered the 

letter. When they had read it, they rejoiced over its 

encouragement.  
34  However, it seemed good to Silas to remain there.  
35  Paul and Barnabas also remained in Antioch, teaching and 

preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also. 

 

Then the Church at Antioch sends Paul and Silas on their 

second missionary journey. 

 

Acts 15:40-41  

But Paul chose Silas and departed, being commended by the 

brethren to the grace of God. And he went through Syria and 

Cilicia, strengthening the churches. 

 

 

Acts 16 – They go to the regions beyond. 

Macedonia & Philippi – Present day Greece 

Acts 16:10-12 
10  Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to 

go to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to 

preach the gospel to them.  
11  Therefore, sailing from Troas, we ran a straight course to 

Samothrace, and the next day came to Neapolis,  
12  and from there to Philippi, which is the foremost city of that 

part of Macedonia, a colony. And we were staying in that city for 

some days.  

 

Chapter 17 – On to Thessalonica, Berea & Athens 

Acts 17:1 

Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, 

they came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of 

the Jews.  

Acts 17:10  

Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by 

night to Berea. When they arrived, they went into the synagogue 

of the Jews. 

Acts 17:15 

So those who conducted Paul brought him to Athens; and 

receiving a command for Silas and Timothy to come to him with 

all speed, they departed.  

 

Chapter 18 – On to Corinth and Ephesus 

Acts 18:1 

After these things Paul departed from Athens and went to 

Corinth.  

 Acts 18:11 

And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the 

word of God among them. 

Acts 18:19  

And he came to Ephesus, and left them there; but he himself 

entered the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. 



Back to Jerusalem then down to Antioch 

Acts 18:22 

And when he had landed at Caesarea, and gone up and 

greeted the church, he went down to Antioch. 

 

From Antioch Paul leaves for his third missionary journey. 

First Galatia and Phrygia 

Acts 18:23 

After he had spent some time there, he departed and went over 

the region of Galatia and Phrygia in order, strengthening all the 

disciples.  

 

Then at Ephesus for two years 

Acts 19:1   

And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having 

passed through the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And 

finding some disciples.. 

Acts 19:10 

And this continued for two years, so that all who dwelt in Asia 

heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.  

 

Then to Macedonia – Greece, to Philippi and Troas  

Acts 20:1 

After the uproar had ceased, Paul called the disciples to himself, 

embraced them, and departed to go to Macedonia.  

 

On the way back to Jerusalem he stops at Miletus and 

meets the Elders of the church of Ephesus 

Paul’s parting words 

Acts 20:32 

So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His 

grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance 

among all those who are sanctified. 

 

Acts 21 – Back to Jerusalem 

Acts 21:15 

And after those days we packed and went up to Jerusalem. 

 

Paul is taken prisoner by Rome. 

Acts 21:33  

Then the commander came near and took him, and 

commanded him to be bound with two chains; and he asked 

who he was and what he had done. 

 

Acts 22 Paul tried in Jerusalem by Council 

 

Paul taken to Caesarea to Felix 

Acts 23:33 

When they came to Caesarea and had delivered the letter to the 

governor, they also presented Paul to him. 

 

Paul Tried by Felix 

Acts 24:22 

But when Felix heard these things, having more accurate 

knowledge of the Way, he adjourned the proceedings and said, 

"When Lysias the commander comes down, I will make a 

decision on your case." 

 

Paul Tried by Festus and King Agrippa 

Acts 25:13-14 (NKJV)  

And after some days King Agrippa and Bernice came to 

Caesarea to greet Festus. When they had been there many 

days, Festus laid Paul's case before the king, saying: "There is 

a certain man left a prisoner by Felix, 

 

Paul gives his testimony – Acts 26 

 

Paul is sent by sea to Rome to be tried by Caesar – Acts 27 

 

 

 



Paul arrives in Rome 

Acts 28:16 

Now when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the 

prisoners to the captain of the guard; but Paul was permitted to 

dwell by himself with the soldier who guarded him.  

 

Acts 28:28-31 
28  "Therefore let it be known to you that the salvation of God 

has been sent to the Gentiles, and they will hear it!"  
29  And when he had said these words, the Jews departed and 

had a great dispute among themselves.  
30  Then Paul dwelt two whole years in his own rented house, 

and received all who came to him,  
31  preaching the kingdom of God and teaching the things which 

concern the Lord Jesus Christ with all confidence, no one 

forbidding him. 

 

What happened when the church at Antioch obeyed the 

Great Commission and became a Reproducing Church? 

 

They Turned the World Upside Down 

Acts 17:6 

But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some 

brethren to the rulers of the city, crying out, "These who have 

turned the world upside down have come here too. 

 

Are you turning the world around you upside down with 

your witness of the Gospel? 

 

Is our church, turning the world upside down by being a 

Reproducing Church? 


