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Rainbow Forest

2020 Theme

“Declaring God’s Glory”
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Psalm 96:2-4 & 8

Sing to the LORD, bless His name; Proclaim the 
good news of His salvation from day to day. 

Declare His glory among the nations, His wonders 
among all peoples. For the LORD is great and 

greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all 
gods. Give to the LORD the glory due His name; 

Bring an offering, and come into His courts.

Rainbow Forest
Mission Statement

Connecting the Disconnected 
to Christ, Community and the Call

Our Purpose

To glorify God in everything 
we say and do



11/21/2020

3

Connecting Through the Word

“That They May Be One”

John 17

John 17:10-11; 17-26

10  And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are 
Mine, and I am glorified in them. 

11  Now I am no longer in the world, but 
these are in the world, and I come to You. 
Holy Father, keep through Your name those 
whom You have given Me, that they may 

be one as We are. 
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17 Sanctify them by Your truth. 
Your word is truth. 

18  As You sent Me into the world, I also 
have sent them into the world. 

19  And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that 
they also may be sanctified by the truth. 

20  "I do not pray for these alone, but also 
for those who will believe in Me through their 

word; 

21 that they all may be one, as You, 
Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they 
also may be one in Us, that the world 

may believe that You sent Me. 

22 And the glory which You gave Me 
I have given them, that they may 

be one just as We are one: 
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23  I in them, and You in Me; that they 
may be made perfect in one, and that the 
world may know that You have sent Me, and 

have loved them as You have loved Me. 
24  Father, I desire that they also whom You 
gave Me may be with Me where I am, that 
they may behold My glory which You have 

given Me; for You loved Me before the 
foundation of the world. 

25  O righteous Father! The world has 
not known You, but I have known You; 

and these have known that You sent Me. 

26  And I have declared to them Your 
name, and will declare it, that the love 

with which You loved Me may be in them, 
and I in them."
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For the last several weeks we have been 
looking at the Gospel of John.  

John’s Gospel is the universal Gospel!

Matthew – For the Jews 
Mark – For the Romans
Luke – For the Greeks

John – For the whole world

I didn’t feel I could leave the Gospel of 
John without one more message and 

immediately the Lord led me to look at 
John 17, The Lord’s High Priestly Prayer.

This is the only Gospel 
that this prayer is recorded in.
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Most scholars who have sought to harmonize the 
accounts in the four Gospels, have the Lord Jesus 
praying the prayer of John 17 in the Upper Room 

after He had finished His instructions to the 
disciples. 

Then He and the disciples sang the traditional 
Passover psalms, left the Upper Room, and 

headed for the Garden of Gethsemane where 
Jesus had been accustomed to meet with them 

and pray. 

Whether He prayed it in the Upper Room or en-
route to the Garden, this much is sure: it is the 
greatest prayer ever prayed on earth and the 

greatest prayer recorded anywhere in Scripture. 
John 17 is certainly the "holy of holies" of the 

Gospel record, and we must approach this chapter 
in a spirit of humility and worship. To think that 

we are privileged to listen in as God the Son 
converses with His Father, just as He is about to 

give His life as a ransom for sinners!
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No matter what events occurred later that 
evening, this prayer makes it clear that Jesus was 
and is the Overcomer. He was not a "victim"; He 

was and is the Victor! "Be of good cheer," 

He had encouraged His disciples; "I have 
overcome the world" (John 16:33). The word 

world is used nineteen times in this prayer, so it is 
easy to see the connection between the prayer 

and John 16:33.

If you and I will understand and apply the 
truths revealed in this profound prayer, it will 

enable us to be overcomers too. 

The progression of thought in this 
prayer is not difficult to discover. 
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Jesus first prayed for Himself and told the 
Father that His work on earth had been finished 

(John 17:1-5). 
Then He prayed for His disciples, that the 
Father would keep them and sanctify them 

(John 17:6-19). 
He closed His prayer by praying for you and 
me and the whole church, that we might be 

unified in Him and one day share His glory 
(John 17:20-26).

Why did Jesus pray this prayer? 
Jesus had His disciples in mind (John 17:13). 

What an encouragement this prayer should have 
been to them! He prayed about their security, 
their joy, their unity, and their future glory!

He also prayed it for us today, so that we would 
know all that He has done for us and given to us, 

and all that He will do for us when we get to 
heaven.
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Jesus especially prayed for Unity 

11 “… that they may be one as We are.” 

21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in 
Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in 
Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.

22  And the glory which You gave Me I have given 
them, that they may be one just as We are one: 

23 I in them, and You in Me; 
that they may be made perfect in one,

What makes for this unity? 
How does this Unity take place among 

individuals who can be so different.

In nationality, culture and language
In social status
In personality
In preferences
In life’s experiences
In relationships
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Christian harmony is not based on the 
externals of the flesh but the internals and 
eternals of the Spirit in the inner person. 

We must look beyond the elements of our 
first birth—race, color, abilities, etc.—and 

build our fellowship on the essentials of our 
new birth.

John 17 – The Lord’s Prayer

Jesus had entered Jerusalem on Sunday, and on 
Monday had cleansed the temple. Tuesday was a 
day of conflict as the religious leaders sought to 

trip Him up and get evidence to arrest Him. 
These events are recorded in Matthew 21-25. 
Wednesday was probably a day of rest, but on 
Thursday He met in the Upper Room with His 

disciples in order to observe Passover.



11/21/2020

12

In this prayer, our Lord declares four 
wonderful privileges we have as His children, 
privileges that help to make us overcomers 
and experience unity in our fellowship with 

one another.

We Share His Life (John 17:1-5) Eternal Life

We Know His Name (John 17:6-12) “I Am….”

We Have His Word (John 17:13-19) 
“Thy Word is Truth”

We Share His Glory (John 17:20-26)

John 17:22 
And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, 

that they may be one just as We are one:
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The events in John 13 to John 17 took 
place on Thursday in the Upper Room.

In and on this one occasion I believe we can 
find all the things we need and should 

experience to have joy, peace and unity in 
the times of trial, testing, tribulation and 

transition!!!!

John 13
The first ingredient that 
brings Unity is Humility

Jesus washes the Disciple’s feet.
John 13:3-5 

Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His 
hands, and that He had come from God and was going to 
God, rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a 

towel and girded Himself. After that, He poured water into a 
basin and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them 

with the towel with which He was girded.
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John 13:15-17

For I have given you an example, that you 
should do as I have done to you. Most 
assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not 

greater than his master; nor is he who is 
sent greater than he who sent him. If you 

know these things, blessed are you if you do 
them.

The Lord’s example of Humility
Philippians 2:5-8

Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not 
consider it robbery to be equal with God, but 

made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of 
a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of 

men. And being found in appearance as a man, 
He humbled Himself and became obedient to the 

point of death, even the death of the cross.
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Are we supposed to wash each other’s feet 
at home, in church or at work?  

John 13:7

Jesus answered and said to him, "What I am 
doing you do not understand now, but you 

will know after this."

I think the real truth here is Jesus is 
teaching forgiveness for one another.

We should live a life of humility that is expressed 
by how we can forgive someone who offends or 

hurts us.

Pride holds resentment, hatred, revenge, 
bitterness.

Humility forgives, asked for forgiveness 
and seeks restoration.
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John 13:17

If you know these things, 
blessed, (happy) are you if you 

do them.

A Testimony of Humility
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The Next thing we notice is Love!
John 13:34-35 

A new commandment I give to you, that you 
love one another; as I have loved you, that you 
also love one another. By this all will know that 
you are My disciples, if you have love for one 

another."

Love is the fruit of the Spirit that is produced by 
obedience and yielding to the control of the Holy 

Spirit.

John 14
Next we are encouraged to Believe!

Keep focused on who Jesus is!
Keep focused on heaven and eternity!

Keep focused on our mission!

“I am the way, the truth and the life, no one 
comes to the Father except through Me”
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An essential key for unity is Prayer

John 14:12-14
“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in 

Me, the works that I do he will do also; and 
greater works than these he will do, because I go 
to My Father. And whatever you ask in My name, 
that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in 

the Son. If you ask anything in My name, I will do 
it.

The family that prays together, 
stays together!

The church that prays together, 
stays together!

The community that prays together, 
stays together!

The nation that prays together, 
stays together!
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The next ingredient for unity is knowing 
and receiving our Heavenly Helper –

The Holy Spirit!

John 14:15-18
"If you love Me, keep My commandments. And I will 
pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, 

that He may abide with you forever-- the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither 
sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He 

dwells with you and will be in you. I will not leave you 
orphans; I will come to you.

The Holy Spirit will 
teach you what to do.

John 14:26

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in My name, He will teach 

you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all things that I said to you.
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Chapter 15 – The Vine and the Branches
The next thing I notice about what is needed for unity 
is remembering we all are the branches and Jesus is 

the Vine!

We are branches connected and receiving life 
from the same source!!!! The Vine, who is Jesus.  

We have no life or future or fruit without Him.

John 15:5 
I am the vine, you are the branches. 

He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; 
for without Me you can do nothing.

In three of these chapters, 
14, 15 and 16, 

the Lord speaks of the Holy Spirit!

Chapter 16 
The Work and Ministry of the Holy Spirit.

The next thing that will bring unity to the body of 
believers is really believing and understanding the 

ministry of the Holy Spirit.
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His Convicting Power 
His Guiding into Truth

His Purpose to Glorify the Lord Jesus Christ

John 16:12-14
I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 

them now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has 
come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak 

on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will 
speak; and He will tell you things to come. He will glorify 
Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.

Unity will be evidenced by Joy and Peace

John 16:23-24

And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most 
assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the 
Father in My name He will give you. Until now 
you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and 
you will receive, that your joy may be full.
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John 16:33
These things I have spoken to you, that in Me 
you may have peace. In the world you will 
have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have 

overcome the world."
Then the Lord’s Prayer in Chapter 17 for 

“Oneness” among His followers!
That would identify them as His disciples and be 

a witness to the lost world. And bring the 
greatest glory to Jesus Christ!!!!

The evidence that this prayer 
was answered in found in:

The Book of Acts 

Acts 1:14

These all continued with one accord in 
prayer and supplication, with the women and 

Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His 
brothers. 
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Acts 2:1
When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, 
they were all with one accord in one place. 

Acts 2:46 
So continuing daily with one accord in the 
temple, and breaking bread from house to 

house, they ate their food with gladness and 
simplicity of heart, 

Acts 4:24
So when they heard that, they raised their voice 

to God with one accord and said: "Lord, You are 
God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, 

and all that is in them, 

Acts 4:32
Now the multitude of those who believed were of 

one heart and one soul; neither did anyone 
say that any of the things he possessed was his 

own, but they had all things in common. 



11/21/2020

24

Acts 5:12

And through the hands of the apostles 
many signs and wonders were done 
among the people. And they were all 
with one accord in Solomon's Porch. 

“In One Accord”

This is my prayer for Rainbow 
in the days ahead!!!

I trust it will be your prayer too!

The future ministry of His  
church depends upon it!!!!!
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