
Connecting Through The Word 
Believing and Receiving Eternal Life 

John 1 
 
John 1:1-14 
1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.  
2  He was in the beginning with God.  
3  All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing 
was made that was made.  
4  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  
5  And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
comprehend it.  
6  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  
7  This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that 
all through him might believe.  
8  He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that 
Light.  
9  That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming 
into the world.  
10  He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, 
and the world did not know Him.  
11  He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.  
12  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 
become children of God, to those who believe in His name:  
13  who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God.  
14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth.  
 
The Theme of the Gospel  
Key verses 
John 20:30-31 
And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His 
disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that believing you may have life in His name. 
 

Let’s Meet John 
 
The “Beloved Disciple” John is the writer of this Gospel.  He was 
the son of Zebedee.  According to some traditions his mother 
was Salome, who was the sister of Mary, the mother of Jesus. 
Mark 1:19  
When He had gone a little farther from there, He saw James the 
son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the 
boat mending their nets.  
(Matthew 27:56; Mark 15:40) 
 
His brother was James the second recorded martyr of the 
church in Jerusalem. 
Acts 12:1-2  
Now about that time Herod the king stretched out his hand to 
harass some from the church. Then he killed James the brother 
of John with the sword.   
 
He was born in Bethsaida, Galilee. 
 
He is believed to be the youngest of the apostles and the only 
apostle who died of old age rather than being martyred.  
 
He is also known as John the Evangelist, the Beloved Disciple, 
John of Patmos, John the Elder and John the Presbyter. He is 
believed to be the writer of four other books of the New 
Testament: the three 'Epistles of John' and the 'Book of 
Revelation'. 
 
John the Apostle is traditionally identified as 'the Beloved 
Disciple' or 'the disciple whom Jesus loved' based on the use of 
the phrases five times in the 'Gospel of John'. 
 
Peter, James and John were the three disciples closest to 
Jesus.   
They were the only witnesses of the raising of the Daughter of 
Jairus from the dead.  
They were the only witnesses to the transfiguration of Jesus on 
a mountaintop.  



They also witnessed the Agony in Gethsemane more closely 
than the other Apostles. 
 
John and Peter were the two disciples whom Jesus had sent 
into the city to make the preparation for the final Passover meal 
known as 'The Last Supper'. (Luke 22:8) 
 
John sat next to Jesus at 'The Last Supper', leaning on to him, 
and was the one to ask him who will betray him. Along with 
Peter, he also followed Jesus into the palace of the high-priest 
after his arrest. 
 
He was the lone disciple who stayed near Jesus at the foot of 
the cross on Calvary alongside myrrh bearers and several other 
women. Jesus also entrusted him with the responsibility of 
taking care of his mother Mary. 
 
Paul referred to John as one of the three “pillars” of the early 
church.  
Galatians 2:9  
“In fact, James, Peter, and John, who were known as pillars of 
the church, recognized the gift God had given me…” 
 
He and Peter healed a man crippled since birth at Solomon's 
Porch in the Temple, they were thrown into prison together, and 
they also visited the newly converted believers in Samaria. 
 
John eventually went to Ephesus where he served as a bishop. 
Where he wrote the Gospel of John and his three epistles. 
 
The Roman authorities tried to kill him by placing him in a large 
vat of burning oil. He miraculously escaped and was then exiled 
to the Isle of Patmos where he wrote the Book of Revelation. 
 
He actually returned to Ephesus where we believed he died at 
the age of 94 in the year 100 A.D. 
 
John’s theme is Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God. His book 
deals with the signs Christ gave during His ministry, signs that 

prove His deity. These signs were seen by dependable 
witnesses (His disciples and others) and therefore are 
trustworthy. John wants men to believe in Jesus Christ as Lord 
and receive new life through His name.  
 
Comparison to the other Gospels.  
 
The first three Gospels are called “The Synoptic Gospels” from 
a Greek word that means “to see together.” Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke all view the life of Christ in a similar way, each with his 
own emphasis. 
 
Matthew pictures Christ as the King of the Jews   
Mark shows Christ as the Servant, and writes for the Romans. · 
Luke views Christ as the Son of Man, writing for the Greeks. · 
John presents Christ as the Son of God, and writes for the 
whole world.  
 
While the first three Gospels deal primarily with the events in 
Christ’s life, John deals with the spiritual meanings of these 
events. He goes deeper and presents truths that are not 
emphasized in the other Gospels.  
 
For example, all four Gospels record the feeding of the 5,000, 
but only John gives the great sermon on the Bread of Life (John 
6) that explains the meaning of the miracle. This is why John 
uses the word “sign” instead of “miracle,” for a “sign” is a miracle 
that carries a message with it.  
 
Key words.  
As you read John’s Gospel that these words are repeated:  
 
Believe – Used 60 times 
Life – Used 47 times 
Light – Used 24 times 
Darkness – Used 7 times 
Truth – Used 26 times 
Witness – Used 26 times 
World – Used 80 times 



Glory – Used 13 times 
Receive – Used 35 times 
Father – Used 134 times 
Come – Used 109 times 
Eternal – Used 9 times 
Everlasting – Used 8 times 
 
These key words summarize the message of the Gospel. 
 
John begins this Gospel by giving several proofs that Jesus is 
Deity. 
 
I. Christ’s Names Prove He Is God’s Son 
 
A. He is the Word (1:1-3, 14). 
 
Just as our words reveal our mind and heart, so Christ reveals 
the mind and heart of God to men. “He who has seen Me has 
seen the Father” (John 14:9). A word is composed of letters; 
and Christ is the Alpha and Omega (first and last letters of the 
Gk. alphabet; Rev. 22:13) who spells out God’s love to us.  
 
In Genesis 1, God created everything through His Word; 
and Col. 1:16 and 2 Peter 3:5 indicate that this Word was Christ. 
While God can be known in part through nature and history, He 
is known in full through His Son. 
 
Christ is the final Spokesman of God.  
Hebrews 1:1-3 
God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time 
past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days 
spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all 
things, through whom also He made the worlds;  
3  who being the brightness of His glory and the express image 
of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His 
power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at 
the right hand of the Majesty on high,   
 

Again; the force of this title of Christ, “the Word,” may be 
discovered by comparing it with the name given to the Bible—
the Word of God.  
 
What are the Scriptures? They are, the Word of God. And what 
does that mean? This: that the Scriptures reveal God’s mind, 
express His will, make known His perfections, and lay bare His 
heart. This is precisely what the Lord Jesus Christ has done for 
the Father.  
 
A “word” is a medium of manifestation.  
I have in my mind a thought, but others know not its nature. But 
the moment I clothe that thought in words, it becomes 
cognizable. Words, then, make objective, unseen thoughts. This 
is precisely what the Lord Jesus has done, as the “Word” Christ 
has made manifest the invisible God. Christ is God clothed in 
perfect humanity. 
 
A “word” is a means of communication.  
By means of words I transmit information to others. By words I 
express myself, make known my will, and impart knowledge. 
So, Christ as the “Word,” is the Divine Transmitter, 
communicating to us the Life and Love of God. 
 
A “word” is a method of revelation.  
By his words a speaker reveals both his intellectual caliber and 
his moral character. It is by our words we shall be justified, and 
by our words we shall be condemned.  
And Christ, as the “Word,” fully reveals the attributes and the 
character of God. How fully He has revealed God! He has 
displayed His power: He has manifested His wisdom: He has 
exhibited His holiness: He has made known His grace: He has 
unveiled His heart. In Christ, and nowhere else, is God fully and 
finally revealed. 
 
The Bible is the written Word of God, and Christ is the living, 
incarnate Word of God. 
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B. He is the Light  
John 1:4-9 
In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.  
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. This 
man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all 
through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent 
to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light which gives 
light to every man coming into the world.  
 
God’s first creative act in Gen. 1 was producing light, for life 
comes from light. Jesus is the true light, that is, the original light 
from which all light has its source.  
In John’s Gospel, you find a conflict between light (God, eternal 
life) and darkness (Satan, eternal death). This is indicated 
in 1:5—“And the light shines [present tense] in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not been able to put it out or lay hold of it” 
(literal translation).  
Note 3:19-21, 8:12, and 12:46. Second Corinthians 4:3-6 
pictures salvation as the entrance of light into the dark heart of 
the sinner (Gen. 1:1-3). 
 
C. He is the Son of God (1:15-18, 30-34, 49). 
John 1:18 
No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who 
is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.  
 
Seven persons in John’s Gospel called Christ the Son of 
God. 
John the Baptist 
John 1:34 
And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God."  
 
Nathanael  
John 1:49  
Nathanael answered and said to Him, "Rabbi, You are the Son 
of God! You are the King of Israel!" 
 
 

Peter 
John 6:69  
Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, 
the Son of the living God." 
 
The healed blind man (9:35-38)  
Martha (11:27) 
Thomas (20:28) 
The Apostle John (20:30-31).  
 
The sinner who will not believe that Jesus is God’s Son cannot 
be saved (8:24). 
 
D. He is the Christ (1:19-28, 35-42). 
John 1:41 
He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him, "We have 
found the Messiah" (which is translated, the Christ). 
 
“Christ” means the Messiah, the Anointed One. The Jews were 
expecting their Messiah to appear, and this is why they 
questioned John. Even the Samaritans were looking for Him 
(4:25, 42). Any Jew who said that Jesus was the Christ was 
thrown out of the synagogue (9:22). 
 
E. He is the Lamb of God (1:29, 35-36). 
John 1:29 
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 
"Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
 
John 1:35-36 
Again, the next day, John stood with two of his disciples. And 
looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, "Behold the Lamb of 
God!"  
 
John’s announcement is the answer to Isaac’s question, “Where 
is the lamb for the burnt offering?” (Gen. 22:7). The Passover 
lamb in Ex. 12 and the sacrificial lamb in Isa. 53 point to Christ. 
There were many lambs slain in Old Testament history, but 
Christ is the Lamb of God, the unique one. The blood of lambs 
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slain in the tabernacle or temple merely covered sin (Heb. 10:1-
4), but Christ’s blood takes away sin. The lambs offered in the 
Old Testament days were for Israel alone, but Christ died for the 
sins of the whole world. 
 
F. He is the King of Israel (1:43-49). 
John 1:49 
Nathanael answered and said to Him, "Rabbi, You are the Son 
of God! You are the King of Israel!" 
 
Israel’s people were tired of Roman rule and wanted a king. 
Because Christ fed them, they wanted to make Him King (6:15), 
but He left the crowd. He offered Himself as their King (recorded 
in 12:12-19) but the chief priests said, “We have no king but 
Caesar!” (19:15) 
 
G. He is the Son of Man (1:50-51). 
John 1:51 
And He said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you 
shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and 
descending upon the Son of Man."  
 
This title comes from Dan. 7:13-14, and every Jew knew it 
described God. (Note the Jews’ question in John 12:34.) Christ 
alludes in 1:51 to “Jacob’s ladder” in Gen. 28:10-17. Christ is 
“God’s ladder” between earth and heaven, revealing God to 
men and taking men to God. 
 
II. Christ’s Works Prove He Is God’s Son 
 
A. He created the world (1:1-4). 
He was in the beginning with God and was the divine Agent 
through whom the world was created. 
 
B. He gives men salvation (1:9-13). 
John 1:12-13 
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 
become children of God, to those who believe in His name:  

who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God. 
 
He came to His own world, and His own people (the Jews) 
received Him not. Salvation is a free gift that the sinner receives 
when he trusts Christ. “Believing” and “receiving” are the same 
thing. A new birth then takes place—not from human blood, or 
by the flesh, or by the will of men, but from God. 
 
C. He reveals God (1:15-18). 
John 1:18 
No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who 
is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.  
 
Christ reveals God’s grace and God’s truth. Moses gave the 
Law that reveals sin and condemns; Christ reveals the truth that 
redeems. The Law prepared the way for Him. 
 
D. He baptizes with the Spirit (1:33). 
John 1:33 
I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water 
said to me, 'Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and 
remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.'  
 
We see the Trinity in this chapter: the Father (1:14, 18); the Son 
(1:14, 18); and the Spirit (1:32-34). The descent of the Spirit 
identified Christ to John; and we cannot truly see Christ today 
unless the Spirit opens our eyes. 
 
E. He has intimate knowledge of men (1:42, 47-48). 
John 1:42 & 47-48 
And he brought him to Jesus. Now when Jesus looked at him, 
He said, "You are Simon the son of Jonah. You shall be called 
Cephas" (which is translated, A Stone).  
“…I saw you under the fig tree…” 
He knew Peter and Nathanael better than they knew 
themselves (see 2:23-25). Only God can see the hearts of 
people. 
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F. He forgives sin (John 1:29). 
“The Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world.” 
Nobody on earth can take away a person’s sin! 
 
G. He opens the way to heaven (1:50-51) and is the way to 
heaven. 
Like Jacob in Gen. 28:10-17, sinners are away from home and 
in the night of sin. But Christ reveals the glory of heaven and 
opens it for us to enter in. Christ is God’s “staircase to glory.” 
 
III. Witnesses Prove That Christ Is God’s Son 
John uses the word “witness” 26 times in his Gospel –  
(1:7-8, 15; 3:26, 28; 5:31-37; 8:18; 15:27; 18:23). The witnesses 
of the Bible can be trusted because they had a personal contact 
with Christ, and they gained nothing from men by witnessing for 
Christ. (In fact, they suffered for it.) There is no evidence that 
they lied; their witness would stand in court today. These 
witnesses are: 
 
A. John the Baptist (1:7, 15, 29; See Also 5:35). 
B. John the Apostle (1:14, “We Beheld His Glory...”) 
C. The OT prophets (1:30, 45). 
It is possible that Nathanael was reading in the Books of Moses 
when Philip found him. 
D. The Holy Spirit (1:33-34). 
E. Andrew (1:41). 
He was a soul-winner, and he started at home. 
F. Philip (1:45). 
Philip backed up his testimony with the Word of God, a wise 
policy for all witnesses. 
G. Nathanael (1:49). 
John and Andrew were saved through a preacher, John the 
Baptist. Peter found Christ because of Andrew’s personal work. 
Philip was called by Christ personally; and Nathanael found 
Christ through the Word and Philip’s testimony. God uses 
different people and circumstances to bring people to His Son. 
He is a God of infinite variety. 
 
The best witness is a changed life! 

The Lord’s Supper 
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