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Rainbow Forest

2020 Theme

“Declaring God’s Glory”
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Psalm 96:2-4 & 8

Sing to the LORD, bless His name; Proclaim the 
good news of His salvation from day to day. 

Declare His glory among the nations, His wonders 
among all peoples. For the LORD is great and 

greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all 
gods. Give to the LORD the glory due His name; 

Bring an offering, and come into His courts.

Rainbow Forest
Mission Statement

Connecting the Disconnected 
to Christ, Community and the Call

Our Purpose

To glorify God in everything 
we say and do
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Connecting Through the Word

The Parables of Jesus

Lost and Found

Luke 15

Luke 15:1-10

1  Then all the tax collectors and the sinners 
drew near to Him to hear Him. 

2  And the Pharisees and scribes complained, 
saying, "This Man receives sinners and eats 

with them." 
3  So He spoke this parable to them, saying: 
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4  "What man of you, having a hundred 
sheep, if he loses one of them, does not 
leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, 

and go after the one which is lost until he 
finds it? 

5  And when he has found it, he lays it 
on his shoulders, rejoicing. 

6  And when he comes home, he calls 
together his friends and neighbors, saying 
to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found 

my sheep which was lost!' 
7  I say to you that likewise there will be 
more joy in heaven over one sinner who 

repents than over ninety-nine just persons 
who need no repentance. 
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8  "Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she 
loses one coin, does not light a lamp, sweep the 

house, and search carefully until she finds it? 
9  And when she has found it, she calls her 

friends and neighbors together, saying, 'Rejoice 
with me, for I have found the piece which I lost!' 

10  Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the 
presence of the angels of God over one sinner 

who repents." 

Remember that in the four Gospels:

Matthew – Written for the Jews – Jesus is the 
Promised Messiah

Mark – Written for the Romans – Jesus is the 
Perfect Servant

Luke – Written for the Greeks – Jesus is the 
Perfect Son of Man

John – Written for the World – Jesus is the 
Son of God
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Last week we studied the 
Prayers of Jesus in Luke.

In the New Testament there are at least 
25 occasions or times where Jesus 
prayed. Of those 25 at least 16 are 
mentioned in the Gospel of Luke.

There are 650 prayers listed in the Bible. 

There are approximately 450 recorded 
answers to prayer in the Bible.

In the Bible, Paul mentions prayer (prayers, 
prayer reports, prayer requests, exhortations 

to pray), 41 times.
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The Parables of Jesus in 
the Gospel of Luke.

How many total parables 
did Jesus give in the Gospels?

30 Parables
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How many of those parables are 
recorded in the Gospel of Luke?

25 Parables in Luke
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How many parables did Jesus 
give in the Gospel of John?

0

Parables in John
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Why do you think it was Luke 
who recorded the majority of 

the parables and John 
mentioned none of them?

Remember Luke is emphasizing the 
humanity of Jesus as the Son of Man.  

The details of His birth and the 
genealogy that goes back to Adam.

The greatest number of 
prayers of Jesus are in Luke.
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Luke is a people person!

He was a physician who was 
concerned about a person’s health.  

But as a follower of Jesus and companion 
of the Apostle Paul, he is more concerned 

about a person’s spiritual well-being.

Years ago, I attended a class at a conference 
for pastors and ministers and took the class 

on sermon preparation.  In Bible college 
years earlier, I took a class called Homiletics. 
It was supposed to teach us the proper way 
to prepare and present a message.  They 

told us there are three basic kinds or 
methods of Bible messages: 

Topical, Textual and Expository. 
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At this conference, the teacher-pastor 
basically was saying it was not important 
what the method was, but what was the 

point of the message.  So you preach a great 
expository Bible message and people 

respond with awe about the context and 
meaning of the passage and maybe your skill 

or ability to help them understand the 
message. 

It’s like someone telling a story that might be 
interesting, but when they finish we say, “So 
What?”  In other words, what does this have 

to do with me?

So what, if we have a lot of Bible knowledge 
in our heads but we don’t know how to apply 

it to our lives!
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In Mark’s Gospel, 
Jesus came to give His life as a ransom for 
us and our sins and to redeem us from the 

curse of sin.

In Luke’s Gospel, 
Jesus came to identify with us and to teach 
us how to apply His truth to our everyday 

lives.

Hebrews 2:9-18 
9  But we see Jesus, who was made a little 
lower than the angels, for the suffering of 

death crowned with glory and honor, that He, 
by the grace of God, might taste death for 

everyone. 
10  For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all 
things and by whom are all things, in bringing 

many sons to glory, to make the captain of 
their salvation perfect through sufferings. 
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11  For both He who sanctifies and those who 
are being sanctified are all of one, for which 

reason He is not ashamed to call them 
brethren, 

12  saying: "I will declare Your name to My 
brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will 

sing praise to You." 
13  And again: "I will put My trust in Him." 

And again: "Here am I and the children whom 
God has given Me." 

14  Inasmuch then as the children have 
partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself 

likewise shared in the same, that through 
death He might destroy him who had the 

power of death, that is, the devil, 
15  and release those who through fear of 

death were all their lifetime subject to 
bondage. 
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16  For indeed He does not give aid to angels, 
but He does give aid to the seed of Abraham. 
17  Therefore, in all things He had to be made 
like His brethren, that He might be a merciful 
and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to 
God, to make propitiation for the sins of the 

people. 
18  For in that He Himself has suffered, being 

tempted, He is able to aid those who are 
tempted. 

Jesus came to identify with us in our 
suffering and humanity and to give us 

aid or help with our great needs.

That’s why the parables in Luke.
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Jesus is more concerned about our 
journey than our destination.  

Amazing how little we really know about 
heaven and eternity even from the Bible.

So out of the 25 parables in the Gospel 
of Luke, I want us to focus on three that 

are interestingly grouped together.

Luke 15
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In response to the accusation of the 
Pharisees and scribes when they were 

complaining that Jesus was the 
associating with tax collectors and 

sinners, Jesus tells these three parables.

An easy way to remember them is:

A lost sheep
A lost silver coin
A lost son

A found sheep
A found silver 
A found son
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100 sheep but 1 was lost
10 silver pieces but 1 was lost
2 sons but 1 was lost

So, what kind of sinners does Jesus love 
and seeks to save and identify with?

In this chapter we have three parables, 
representing three conditions of the lost, and 

showing three persons seeking the lost.

These parables were spoken to the 
Pharisees and Scribes, who murmured, 
saying, "This man receiveth sinners." 

They show the kind of sinners He does 
receive, and how He does receive them.
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The Threefold Aspect of the Lost

The Lost Sheep

100 sheep but one wanders off 
and gets lost in the wilderness.

The Good Shepherd, Jesus the Son, leaves 
the 99 in the fold and goes and finds the one

who is lost and brings it back rejoicing!

This lost sheep represents us sinners 
who are lost in the wilderness of sin.

The lost sheep was in danger, exposed and 
helpless, typical of those who are thoughtlessly 

lost, unconscious of their condition.

As Lost Sheep we are lost to safety.
To be outside the fold means 

to be outside the count.
There were ninety and nine… 
the lost one was not counted.
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The Lost Silver
This represents those lost to usefulness. 

As long as this piece of silver was lost, it was 
unfit to be used—good for nothing. 

It was not lost out in the desert, 
but in the house. 

It is possible to be in the house of God and 
yet lost to usefulness, like the Scribes and 

Pharisees, to whom these words were spoken. 

It is possible to have a saved soul and yet 
have a lost life. To be out of the hand of Him 
to whom we belong as redeemed ones, is to 

be in a condition of uselessness. 

When a piece of money is lost it is not only 
the base metal that's lost, but all the good 

that money might do.
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The Lost Son
This represents lost fellowship

Out of communion with the Father: 
a condition of degradation and dishonor brought 

about by a deliberate choice and willful 
separation from His presence.

This is the backslider lost to fellowship 
with God through his love of the world.

Notice Next:

The Threefold Salvation

In these three parables we may see the 
desires and longings of the Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit toward the lost ones. 
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The Shepherd Seeks 
The Lost Sheep To Save It.

Here we have the work 
of the Son revealed.

He goes after the lost, leaving His all 
behind, in order that He might find it. 
At great sacrifice He seeks to save.

The Woman Seeks The 
Lost Silver To Use It

This suggests the mission 
of the Holy Spirit. 

The money is lost in the house. 
She lights a candle and sweeps the house. 

Dust and darkness usually are the causes 
why the Holy Ghost cannot get hold of 

our lives to use them. 
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The light of the truth has to be brought 
from without, and the dust of inward 

corruption stirred up within, that 
confession and surrender may be made. 

The unsaved one has just to be outside 
the fold to be a lost soul; the saved one 
has just to be outside the control and 

touch of the Holy Spirit to be a lost life. 

The Holy Spirit, like this woman, 
seeks to save those lost to a 

life of service for God.
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The Father Seeks His Lost Son 
To Have Fellowship With Him. 

The Father does not go forth to seek; 
He waits and longs for the coming prodigal.

The loss of love is a great loss.

He calls on the backsliding ones to return, 
and promises healing to such. 

It is sad to find Christians in this terrible 
plight—out of fellowship with God. 

For such two things are needed: 

To come to themselves. 

To come back to their Father.
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Notice Lastly:

The Threefold Rejoicing 

There is joy in Heaven 
over the salvation of—

A Lost Soul 

The value is unspeakable, 
the joy is never-ending!
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A Lost Servant

Grieve not the Holy Spirit. 

Yield yourselves unto God.

You are bought with a price.

A Lost Son

Love restored, and the peace 
and fellowship enjoyed. 
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In this threefold salvation—

the heart of 

God the Father, 
God the Son, 

and God the Holy Spirit

one heart, is made glad.

Today!

Are you that sheep that is 
lost in the wilderness?

Are you that silver that is 
lost in the house?

Are you that son that is lost in the world 
outside the communion, fellowship, 

protection and provisions of the Father?
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Today, Jesus is calling you to salvation!

Today, The Holy Spirit is calling you to 
service and usefulness!

Today, The Father is waiting with open 
arms for you to come home to His love 

and protection and provisions!


