
 Connecting Through the Word 

“And Then the End Will Come” 

Matthew 24-25 

 

 

Matthew 24:1-14  
1  Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples 

came to point out to him the buildings of the temple.  
2  But he answered them, “You see all these, do you not? Truly, 

I say to you, there will not be left here one stone upon another 

that will not be thrown down.”  
3  As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him 

privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be, and what 

will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”  
4  And Jesus answered them, “See that no one leads you astray.  
5  For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and 

they will lead many astray.  
6  And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you 

are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet.  
7  For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 

kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various 

places.  
8  All these are but the beginning of the birth pains.  
9  “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to 

death, and you will be hated by all nations for my name’s sake.  
10  And then many will fall away and betray one another and 

hate one another.  
11  And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray.  
12  And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many 

will grow cold.  
13  But the one who endures to the end will be saved.  
14  And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout 

the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end 

will come.  

 

Remember the Gospel of Matthew is the Gospel of the 

Kingdom. 

 

Jesus preached two sermons on two different Mountains. 

He preached His first sermon from a mountain somewhere in 

Galilee.  This sermon is known as the Sermon on the Mount.  

This message was about the principles of Kingdom living. 

 

Jesus preached the other sermon on the Mount of Olives just 

outside the city of Jerusalem just before His death.  This sermon 

is known as the Olivet Discourse and is His great prophetic 

message about the future prospects of Israel, the church and 

the nations. 

 

The disciples believe Jesus was the promised Messiah, the 

Anointed One, who came to fulfill the Old Testament prophesies 

of reigning on the throne of David and setting up His everlasting 

kingdom. 

 

Just before entering Jerusalem for the last time, James and 

John asked Jesus if they could set on His right hand and on His 

left hand in the kingdom. (Mark 10:35) 

Even after the Passover meal, they were arguing about who 

would be the greatest in the kingdom. (Luke 22:24) 

 

They believed this because the Old Testament prophets also 

saw the Messiah's coming and establishing His kingdom as a 

single event.  

 

The church age was a mystery to them, a mystery, as Paul 

explained, "which has been kept secret for long ages past, but 

now is manifested" (Rom. 16:25-26).  

 

Because Israel had obviously experienced tremendous 

tribulation, because Jesus declared Himself to be the Messiah 

and identified John the Baptist as His forerunner, and because 
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He had accepted the Messianic acclaim of the people a few 

days earlier, the disciples understandably thought that the 

sequence of events would continue as they expected.  

They were now certain that Jesus' next move would be to 

demonstrate His great power over the nations that would soon 

rise up against Him. 

 

Matthew 24 and 25 occurs on Wednesday of Passion week.   

Jesus had spent all day Wednesday of Passover week in the 

temple, giving His last public teaching and pronouncing His final 

and most intense judgment on the false religious leaders and on 

the nation of Israel. Now He was going away to the Mount of 

Olives to be alone with His disciples. 

 

As they were leaving Jerusalem, the disciples came up to point 

out the temple buildings to Jesus. The other two synoptic 

gospels report that they were pointing to the temple in 

admiration, saying, "Teacher, behold what wonderful stones and 

what wonderful buildings!" (Mark 13:1; & Luke 21:5). 

Herod the Great had rebuilt the mount and the temple for the 

Jewish people.   

The temple and its adjunct buildings stood on the top of a 

mount. A massive retaining wall on the south and west sides 

helped support the mount itself as well as the Temple. The 

Temple was awe-inspiring by any standards, but to a group of 

common men from rural Galilee it must have been a 

breathtaking marvel. They could not conceive how such an 

enormous structure could have been built or decorated so 

magnificently. The Roman historian Tacitus reported that it was 

a place of immense wealth, and the Babylonian Talmud said, 

"He that never saw the temple of Herod never saw a fine 

building." Some of the stones measured 40 feet by 12 by 12 and 

weighed up to a hundred tons, quarried as a single piece and 

transported many miles to the building site. 

 

Jesus response was the temple would be destroyed and not 

one stone would be left laying on another. 

 

As they went upon the Mount of Olives overlooking the city of 

Jerusalem, Jesus sat down and the disciples ask Him, “When 

will these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming 

and of the end of the age?” 

   
The disciples' jaws must have dropped when they heard those 

incredible words. They could not imagine how the Temple could be 

destroyed or why God would allow such a thing to happen. 

Yet that is exactly what God allowed less than forty years later. 

When the Romans sacked Jerusalem in A.D. 70 and massacred 

most of its citizens, they also set fire to the Temple and razed it, 

just as Jesus predicted. The only stones left intact were the 

huge foundation stones, which were not part of the Temple 

edifice proper. Josephus commented that a person visiting the 

site after the destruction could not believe that anyone had ever 

inhabited the place, much less that one of the most magnificent 

structures of the ancient world had stood there only a short 

while before. 

 

Jesus then gives us the Mount Olivet Discourse! 

 

First we need to remember that the key to the interpretation and 

understanding all of Bible prophesy is to rightly divide the Word 

of Truth concerning Israel, the church and the Gentile nations. 

 

This is the key to understanding this message in Matthew 24-

25. 

 

Matthew 24:4-34 – Jesus deals with the future and the nation of 

Israel. 

Matthew 24:35-25:30 – Jesus deals with the future and the 

church. 
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Matthew 25:31-46 – Jesus deals with the future and the Gentile 

nations. 

 

In the disciples' minds the end of the age would accompany 

Jesus' full manifestation of His messianic power and glory, 

bringing to a close the era of man’s sin and rebellion against 

God and ushering in the divine kingdom of righteousness and 

justice. 

The disciples' question was about the ultimate end of the age, 

not simply the end of an era or epoch of history, but the final 

end to the present world system of darkness and sin—an end 

they expected soon.  

 

It was also, of course, a question about the beginning of a new 

and eternal age of light, righteousness, truth, and justice. The 

ungodly would be forever damned, and the godly would be 

forever blessed. When would that transpire, they wanted to 

know and what sign would herald its arrival? 

 

There are at least seven indicators in the message itself that it 

refers to the distant future. 

 

The First Indicator  

Matthew 24:8  

All these are but the beginning of the birth pains.  

 

The First Indicator will be like birth pains,  

The false Christs (Matt. 24:5),  

International warfare (vv. 6-7a),  

Famines and earthquakes (v. 7b)  

 

These are "merely the beginning" (v. 8).  

 

The figure of birth pains was commonly used by ancient Jewish 

writers. 

Labor pains do not occur at conception or throughout pregnancy 

but just before birth.  

 

Paul reminded the Thessalonians that the return of Christ would 

come as a thief in the night—unexpectedly, quietly, and 

suddenly. Using the same figure Jesus used in the Olivet 

discourse, the apostle said that "while they are saying, 'Peace 

and safety!' then destruction will come upon them suddenly like 

birth pangs upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape" 

(1 Thess. 5:1-3). 

 

Labor pains do not begin until shortly before delivery time, and 

they occur with increasing frequency until the baby is born.  

In the same way, the events connected with the Lord's return 

will not begin until just before His return, and they will occur with 

increasing rapidity, building up to an explosion of catastrophic 

events.  

 

The Second Indicator 

Matthew 24:13  

But he who endures to the end shall be saved. 

 

The Second Indicator that those events are future, in which 

Jesus speaks of believers who will endure the birth pains to the 

end. Since the disciples obviously did not live to the end of the 

age, the events of chapters 24-25 could not apply to them or to 

any other believers up to and including the present time.  

 

Because all believers living then will be raptured just before the 

Tribulation (1 Thess. 4:17), the events could not apply to any 

Christian living before that time.  

 

They can apply only to those who come to belief in Christ during 

the Tribulation, those whose genuine faith is proved by their 

endurance to the end (Matt. 24:13). 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+24%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+24%3A6-7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+24%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+24%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+5%3A1-3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+24-25
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+4%3A17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+24%3A13


A Third Indicator  

Matthew 24:14  

And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout 

the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end 

will come.  

 

A third indicator is the worldwide proclamation of the gospel. 

That event absolutely rules out any time during the apostolic 

age, when even the Roman empire was only partially 

evangelized. It could not even apply to modern times, when, 

despite the spread of the gospel through modern mass media to 

most parts of the world, there are still billions of people who 

have never heard the gospel. As implied in Matthew 24:14 and 

made clear in Revelation 14:6-7, the future worldwide 

declaration of which Jesus spoke will be miraculous and 

instantaneous. 

 

A Fourth Indicator  

Matthew 24:15  

“So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by 

the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader 

understand),  

 

A fourth indicator is "the abomination of desolation which was 

spoken of through Daniel the prophet". 

Daniel predicted that just before the Messiah sets up His 

kingdom and judges the world, the Antichrist "will put a stop to 

sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will 

come one who makes desolate, even until a complete 

destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who 

makes desolate" (Dan. 9:27). That is yet to occur. 

 

A Fifth Indicator  

Matthew 24:21  

For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been 

from the beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be. 

 

A fifth indicator that Jesus is speaking of a future time is the 

"great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning 

of the world until now nor ever shall"  

 

The terrible events Jesus describes in this message will be the 

worst of all human history and will occur at the very end of the 

present age, when God's full and final judgment is meted out on 

ungodly men. Jesus is referring to the time predicted by Daniel 

when "there will be a time of distress such as never occurred 

since there was a nation until that time" and which will be 

accompanied by the resurrection of the righteous to everlasting 

life and of the wicked to everlasting condemnation (Dan. 12:1-

2). 

 

A Sixth Indicator  

Matthew 24:29-30  

 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be 

darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will 

fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  

Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then 

all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of 

Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great 

glory.  

These supernatural events obviously have not yet transpired. 

 

The Seventh and Last Indicator  

Matthew 24:32-34  

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch 

becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer 

is near. So also, when you see all these things, you know that 

he is near, at the very gates. Truly, I say to you, this generation 

will not pass away until all these things take place. 

 

The seventh and last indicator that Jesus was speaking of the 

distant future is the figure of the fig tree. 
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Just as the budding leaves of a fig tree signal that summer is 

near, so the occurring of the events Jesus mentions here will 

signal His imminent return. "This generation," that is, the 

generation living during the time of those end-time events, "will 

not pass away until all these things take place" (v. 34).  

 

The signs of Matthew 24-25 will all be fully experienced within 

one generation, a generation that could be no other than the 

generation living when Christ returns. 

 

Two thoughts concerning this generation: 

Some believe that Israel is the fig tree and when in 1948 it 

became a recognized nation again, the fig tree budded. 

And the generation that was alive in 1948 will be alive when 

Jesus comes again. 

 

Others believe that “this generation” is the people that see all 

these seven signs in the previous verse take place, most of 

which are in the seven year tribulation. 

 

Remember the Second Coming of Christ is in two stages: 

 

The first stage is called the Rapture of the Church 

1 Corinthians 15:51-52  

Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall 

all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 

last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be 

raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.  

 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  
13  But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about 

those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who 

have no hope.  
14  For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 

so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen 

asleep.  
15  For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we 

who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not 

precede those who have fallen asleep.  
16  For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of 

command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of 

the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.  
17  Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up 

together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and 

so we will always be with the Lord.  
18  Therefore encourage one another with these words.  

 

The Rapture takes place before the tribulation. 

 

After Anti-Christ makes a peace treaty with Israel the clock 

starts ticking again to fulfill Daniel’s seventy week.  A seven 

year period of tribulation divided into two parts. 

 

Then at the end of this tribulation we have: 

The second stage is called The Return of Christ 

Matthew 24:29-31  

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be 

darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will 

fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  

Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then 

all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of 

Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great 

glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, 

and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end 

of heaven to the other.  

 

Revelation 19:11-21 

Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one 

sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he 

judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on 

his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no 
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one knows but himself.  

He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which 

he is called is The Word of God. And the armies of heaven, 

arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on 

white horses.  

 

The whole fulfillment of the Olivet discourse, therefore, is future.  

 

As you read the rest of this message remember: 

Matthew 24:4-34 – Jesus deals with the future and the nation of 

Israel. 

Matthew 24:35-25:30 – Jesus deals with the future and the 

church. 

Matthew 25:31-46 – Jesus deals with the future and the Gentile 

nations. 

 

Jesus fulfilled all the prophesies concerning His first coming and 

He will fulfilled these prophesies, He Himself made concerning 

His second coming. 

 

“And then the end will come”  Revelation 19 

 

And seven years before that the Rapture will take place! 

 

My friend!  Are you ready! 

 

Matthew 24:44  

Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming 

at an hour you do not expect.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


