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Rainbow Forest

2020 Theme

“Declaring God’s Glory”
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Psalm 96:2-4 & 8

Sing to the LORD, bless His name; Proclaim the 
good news of His salvation from day to day. 

Declare His glory among the nations, His wonders 
among all peoples. For the LORD is great and 

greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all 
gods. Give to the LORD the glory due His name; 

Bring an offering, and come into His courts.

Rainbow Forest
Mission Statement

Connecting the Disconnected 
to Christ, Community and the Call

Our Purpose

To glorify God in everything 
we say and do
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Connecting Through the Word

Jesus, The Perfect 
Servant

Mark 1 - 10

Mark 10:42-45
42  But Jesus called them to Himself and said 

to them, "You know that those who are 
considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and their great ones exercise 

authority over them. 
43 Yet it shall not be so among you; 
but whoever desires to become great 

among you shall be your servant. 
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44 And whoever of you desires to 
be first shall be slave of all. 

45 For even the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and 
to give His life a ransom for many."

The Gospel is neither a discussion nor 
a debate, It is an announcement!" 

Mark 1:1
The beginning of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

Mark wasted no time giving that 
announcement, for it is found in the 

opening words of his book. 
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The Gospel of Matthew
Jesus, the Sovereign King

Matthew, who wrote primarily for the Jews, 
opened his book with a genealogy. After all, 

he had to prove to his readers that Jesus 
Christ is indeed the rightful Heir to David's 

throne. 

The Gospel of Luke
Jesus, The Son of Man – The Perfect Man

Since Luke focused mainly on the sympathetic 
ministry of the Son of man, he devoted the 
early chapters of his book to a record of the 

Savior's birth. Luke emphasized Christ's 
humanity, for he knew that his Greek readers 

would identify with the perfect Babe who grew 
up to be the perfect Man.
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The Gospel of John
Jesus, The Son Of God

John's Gospel begins with a statement about 
eternity! Why? Because John wrote to prove to 
the whole world that Jesus Christ of Nazareth is 

the Son of God (John 20:31). 
The subject of John's Gospel is the deity of 

Christ, but the object of his Gospel is to 
encourage his readers to believe on this Saviour

and receive the gift of eternal life.

The Gospel of Mark

The writer of this Gospel is John Mark.  
John was his Jewish name, while Mark 

was his Latin surname (Acts 12:12)

References to Mark in the 
New Testament are numerous:
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Mark was possibly the “young man” who 
escaped naked at Jesus’ arrest.

Mark 14:51-52

And a young man followed him, with 
nothing but a linen cloth about his body. 

And they seized him, but he left the 
linen cloth and ran away naked. 

Mark’s mother, a believer, opened her home 
as a meeting place for the early church.

Acts 12:12 

When he realized this, he went to the house 
of Mary, the mother of John whose other 

name was Mark, where many were gathered 
together and were praying.
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Mark was a cousin to Barnabas.  

Colossians 4:10

Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, 
and Mark the cousin of Barnabas (concerning 
whom you have received instructions—if he 

comes to you, welcome him),

He accompanied both Barnabas and Paul 
on their first missionary journey. 

Acts 13:5&13

When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed 
the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews. 
And they had John to assist them. … Now Paul 
and his companions set sail from Paphos and 

came to Perga in Pamphylia. And John left them 
and returned to Jerusalem, 
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He accompanies only Barnabas on his 
second missionary journey.

Acts 15:37-39
Now Barnabas wanted to take with them John 
called Mark. But Paul thought best not to take 

with them one who had withdrawn from them in 
Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the 

work. And there arose a sharp disagreement, so 
that they separated from each other. Barnabas 
took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus,

Years pass and Mark again shows 
up in Rome with Paul.  

Colossians 4:10 
Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, and Mark 
the cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom you have 
received instructions—if he comes to you, welcome 

him),
Philemon 1:23-24 

Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends 
greetings to you, and so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, 

and Luke, my fellow workers. 
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Later, Paul instructs Timothy to bring Mark 
who “is useful to me for ministry”. 

2 Timothy 4:11

Luke alone is with me. Get Mark and bring 
him with you, for he is very useful to me for 

ministry.

Peter in his epistle, claims that 
Mark is his “son” in the faith.  

1 Peter 5:13

She who is at Babylon, who is likewise 
chosen, sends you greetings, and so does 

Mark, my son.
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It is most likely that Mark wrote this Gospel from 
Rome evidently for the Romans, because they 
were a busy people and believed in power and 

action.

They wanted the answer to this question: 
Is Jesus able to do the job?

This Gospel is brief enough 
for a busy man to read. 

Only one OT Scripture is quoted and very 
few Jewish customs are explained.

This is additional proof that it 
was written for foreigners.

Mark 1:2-3
As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I 
send my messenger before your face, who will 
prepare your way, the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make 

his paths straight,’” 



9/19/2020

12

This Gospel was the earliest of the 
Gospels written in about A.D. 63.  

It is also the smallest.

Historical evidence leads us to believe that 
Mark wrote his account of Jesus’ life based 

on Peter’s sermons to the Christian 
community.  This gospel was referred 

to as the “Memoirs of Peter”.

Mark’s object in writing was to tell clearly certain 
facts about Jesus, His deeds more especially than 

His words.  Mark is the gospel of miracles.  
The emphasis is on activity.

The theme is:  
Jesus is presented as the Servant of Jehovah 

Isaiah 42:1
Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in 

whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit upon him; 
he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
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The key verse of the book is:

Mark 10:45

For even the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give His life a 

ransom for many."

A favorite word used was 
“immediately” 
used 41 times.

The style of Mark is brief and blunt, pertinent 
and pithy, short and sweet. Mark is stripped 

of excess verbiage and goes right to the 
point. 

This is the Gospel of action and 
accomplishment. Here Jesus is not 

adorned with words and narrative, but He is 
stripped and girded for action.
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Mark is written in a simple style. It is 
designed for the masses of the street. 

It is interesting to note that the connective and 
occurs more than any other word in the Gospel. 

It is said to occur 1,331 times.

It is a word of action, and it 
means something must follow. 

No sentence can end with and. 
And always leads to further action.

What Did Jesus Do?

In Chapter 1

He Prepared for Ministry

Was Baptized
Was Tempted

Called His Disciples
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Dealt with man with 
demon spirit in the synagogue

Heals many people

Prays - vs. 35

Preaches

Cleanses a leper

Chapter 2
The four men bring their friend 

to Jesus and break up roof.

Chapter 3
Jesus heals the man with a withered hand.
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Jesus Calls The Twelve

Mark 3:13-14 
And he went up on the mountain and called 

to him those whom he desired, and they 
came to him. And he appointed twelve 

(whom he also named apostles) so that 
they might be with him and he might 

send them out to preach and….

Chapter 3 ends with:
Mark 3:31-35

And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside 
they sent to him and called him. And a crowd was sitting 
around him, and they said to him, “Your mother and your 

brothers are outside, seeking you.” And he answered them, 
“Who are my mother and my brothers?” And looking about at 
those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and 
my brothers! For whoever does the will of God, he is my 

brother and sister and mother.” 

“Whoever does….”  Emphasis on doing!
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Chapter 8
My Testimony
Mark 8:34-38 

When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, 
He said to them, "Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny 

himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.  For whoever 
desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My 
sake and the gospel's will save it. For what will it profit a man 

if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or 
what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For whoever 

is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He 

comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels."

In Chapter 10

Mark 10:17

Now as He was going out on the road, one 
came running, knelt before Him, and asked 
Him, "Good Teacher, what shall I do that I 

may inherit eternal life?" 
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The Rich Young Ruler

He came at the right time – he was young
He came the right way - He came running
He came with the right attitude – knelling

He came to the right person – Jesus
He asked the right question – ‘What shall I 

do that I may inherit eternal life?

Jesus told him to keep the commandments
Don’t murder

Don’t commit adultery
Don’t steal
Don’t lie

Don’t defraud
Honor your father and mother

The rich young man replied, 
“I was raised to do all of these.”
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Then Jesus told him:

Mark 10:21-22 
Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said 
to him, "One thing you lack: Go your way, sell 

whatever you have and give to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up 

the cross, and follow Me." 
But he was sad at this word, and went away 

sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

“And Jesus, Beholding him, loved him….”

Today

Jesus is beholding you!

Jesus Loves You!

How will you go away?
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Chapter 10 ends with:

Mark 10:46-52 
And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving 

Jericho with his disciples and a great crowd, 
Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was 

sitting by the roadside. And when he heard that it was 
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, 

Son of David, have mercy on me!” 
And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he 
cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on 

me!” 

And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they 
called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart. Get 
up; he is calling you.” And throwing off his cloak, he 

sprang up and came to Jesus. 

And Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do 
for you?” And the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let 

me recover my sight.” 

And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has 
made you well.” 

And immediately he recovered his sight 

and followed him on the way.
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Today

The choice is yours!

You can go away sad and blinded 

by your possessions!

Or

You can go away seeing and rejoicing

by asking Jesus to save you!


