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2020 Theme

“Declaring God’s Glory”



Psalm 96:2-4 & 8

Sing to the LORD, bless His name; Proclaim the 
good news of His salvation from day to day. 

Declare His glory among the nations, His wonders 
among all peoples. For the LORD is great and 

greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all 
gods. Give to the LORD the glory due His name; 

Bring an offering, and come into His courts.



Rainbow Forest
Mission Statement

Connecting the Disconnected 
to Christ, Community and the Call

Our Purpose

To glorify God in everything 
we say and do



Connecting Through the Word

“And Then Jesus Came”

The Gospel According to 

Matthew



Matthew 4:12-25

Now when he heard that John had been 
arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. And 
leaving Nazareth he went and lived in 

Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of 
Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what was 
spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be 

fulfilled: 



The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 
the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, 

Galilee of the Gentiles— the people dwelling 
in darkness have seen a great light, and for 
those dwelling in the region and shadow of 
death, on them a light has dawned.” From 

that time Jesus began to preach, saying, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand.” 



While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two 
brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew 

his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they 
were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, 
and I will make you fishers of men.” Immediately 
they left their nets and followed him. And going 
on from there he saw two other brothers, James 
the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the 
boat with Zebedee their father, mending their 

nets, and he called them. 



Immediately they left the boat and their 
father and followed him. And Jesus went 
throughout all Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel 

of the kingdom and healing every 
disease and every affliction among the 

people. 



So his fame spread throughout all Syria, 
and they brought him all the sick, those 
afflicted with various diseases and pains, 
those oppressed by demons, epileptics, 

and paralytics, and he healed them.  And 
great crowds followed him from Galilee 
and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem 

and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. 



Galatians 4:4-5

But when the fullness of the time had 
come, God sent forth His Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law,  to redeem 
those who were under the law, that we 

might receive the adoption as sons.



Between the books of Malachi and Matthew 
there was a period of about four hundred 

years.

This period of time has been called 
“the silent years” because in terms of 

revelation – no prophet spoke during this 
time.  But it was anything but silent in terms 

of preparation.



Politically:
In the OT book of Malachi, the land of the Jews 
belonged to the Persian Empire.

In 332 B.C.  Palestine was absorbed into the 
expanding Greek Kingdom.

After the Maccabean revolt (166-142 B.C.), there 
was a brief period of independence.

In 63 B.C., the Roman general Pompey besieged 
Jerusalem and brought it into the Roman Empire.



Other Significant Things

The Septuagint was written around 
250 B.C. – The Greek translation of the 

Old Testament.

The Synagogues became the regular 
Jewish assembly for prayer and worship.



The theme of the Old Testament is given in 
Genesis 5:1

"This is the book of the generations of Adam." 

The Old Testament gives the history of "the Adam 
family". God created man in His own image, but man 
sinned—thus defiling and deforming that image. Then 
man brought forth children "in his own likeness, after 

his image" (Gen. 5:3). These children proved 
themselves to be sinners like their parents. No matter 
where you read in the Old Testament, you meet sin 

and sinners.



The Book of Genesis ends with:

Genesis 50:26
So Joseph died, being one hundred and ten years 
old; and they embalmed him, and he was put in a 

coffin in Egypt.

The Last Verse of the Old Testament Ends with 
These Words:

Malachi 4:6 
“…Lest I come and strike the earth with a curse." 



But Then Jesus Came!!!!!

And the first writer and book of the New 
Testament introduces us to this Good News!

Twenty or thirty years after Jesus had gone 
back to heaven, a Jewish disciple named 

Matthew was inspired by the Spirit of God to 
write a book. The finished product is what 

we know today as 
"The Gospel According to Matthew."



What does the word Gospel Mean?  



Malachi 3:6-18

“For I the LORD do not change; therefore 
you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 

From the days of your fathers you have 
turned aside from my statutes and have not 
kept them. Return to me, and I will return to 

you, says the LORD of hosts. But you say, 
‘How shall we return?’ 



Paul defined the Gospel:
1 Corinthians 15:1-4

Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I 
preached to you, which also you received and in which 
you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast 

that word which I preached to you--unless you 
believed in vain. For I delivered to you first of all that 
which I also received: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, 
and that He rose again the third day according to the 

Scriptures, 



Nowhere in the four Gospels do we find a single 
recorded word that Matthew spoke. Yet in his 

Gospel, he gives us the words and works of Jesus 
Christ, "the Son of David, the Son of Abraham" 

(Matt. 1:1). 
Matthew did not write to tell us about himself. But 

he wanted us to know about Jesus Christ.

The Holy Spirit used Matthew to accomplish three 
important tasks in the writing of his Gospel.



The Bridge-Builder

He Introduced a New Book

The New Testament. 

If a Bible reader were to jump from 
Malachi into Mark, or Acts, or Romans, 

he would be bewildered. 

Matthew's Gospel is the bridge that leads 
us out of the Old Testament and into 

the New Testament.



The New Testament is, 
"The book of the generation of Jesus Christ" 

(Matt. 1:1).
Jesus is the last Adam and He came to 

earth to save the "generations of Adam." 

1 Corinthians 15:45 
And so it is written, "The first man Adam 
became a living being." The last Adam 

became a life-giving spirit.



The genealogy in Genesis 5
The repeated phrase “and he died”

The Old Testament illustrates the truth that 
"the wages of sin is death" (Rom. 6:23). 

But when you turn to the New Testament, 
that first genealogy emphasizes birth and not 
death! The message of the New Testament is 

that "the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. 6:23).



The Old Testament is a book of promise, while 
the New Testament is a book of fulfillment. 

Beginning with Genesis 3:15, God promised a 
Redeemer; and Jesus Christ fulfilled that promise. 

Fulfilled is one of the key words in the Gospel of 
Matthew, used about fifteen times.

One purpose of this Gospel is to show that Jesus 
Christ fulfilled the Old Testament promises 

concerning the Messiah. 



His birth at Bethlehem fulfilled Isaiah 7:14 
(Matt. 1:22-23). 

Jesus was taken to Egypt for safety, and this fulfilled 
Hosea 11:1 (Matt. 2:14-15). 

When Joseph and the family returned and decided to 
settle in Nazareth, this fulfilled several Old Testament 

prophecies (Matt. 2:22-23). 

Matthew used at least 129 quotations or allusions to the 
Old Testament in this Gospel. He wrote primarily for 
Jewish readers to show them that Jesus Christ was 

indeed their promised Messiah.



The Biographer: He Introduced a New King

None of the four Gospels is a biography in the 
modern sense of the word. The Apostle John 

doubted that a complete biography of Jesus could 
ever be written (John 21:25). 

There are many details about the earthly life of 
Jesus that are not given in any of the Gospels.

Each of the four Gospels has its own emphasis. 



Matthew's book is called, "the Gospel of the 
King." It was written primarily for 

Jewish readers. 

Mark's book, the Gospel of the Servant, was 
written to instruct Roman readers. 

Luke wrote mainly to the Greeks and presented 
Christ as the perfect "Son of man." 

John's appeal is universal, and his message 
was, "This is the Son of God." 



No one Gospel is able to tell the whole story as 
God wants us to see it. But when we put these 

four Gospel accounts together, we have a 
composite picture of the person and work of our 

Lord.

Being accustomed to keeping systematic records, 
Matthew gives us a beautifully organized account 

of our Lord's life and ministry. 

The book can be divided into ten sections in 
which "doing" and "teaching" alternate. 



Matthew described Jesus as the Doer and the Teacher. 

Matthew recorded at least twenty specific miracles 
and six major messages: 

The Sermon on the Mount (chaps. 5-7), 
The charge to the apostles (chap. 10),
The parables of the kingdom (chap. 13),
The lesson on forgiveness (chap. 18), 
The denunciation of the Pharisees (chap. 23),
The prophetic discourse on the Mount of Olives (24-25). 

At least 60 percent of this book focuses 
on the teachings of Jesus.



Remember, Matthew focuses on the kingdom. 

In the Old Testament, the Jewish nation was 
God's kingdom on earth: "And you shall be unto 

Me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation" 
(Ex. 19:6). 

Many people in Jesus' day were looking for the 
God-sent Deliverer who would release them from 

Roman bondage and reestablish the glorious 
kingdom of Israel.



The message of the kingdom of heaven was first 
preached by John the Baptist (Matt. 3:1-2). 

The Lord Jesus also preached this message from 
the very beginning of His ministry (Matt. 4:23). 

Jesus sent out the 12 Apostles with the same 
proclamation (Matt. 10:1-7).



However, the Good News of the kingdom required 
a moral and spiritual response from the people, 

and not simply the acceptance of a ruler. 
John the Baptist called for repentance. 

Likewise, Jesus made it clear that He had not 
come to overcome Rome, but to transform the 

hearts and lives of those who trusted Him. Before 
He could enter into the glory of the kingdom, 

Jesus endured the suffering of the cross.



Matthew was not only a bridge-builder who 
introduced a new book, the New Testament; and 
a biographer who introduced a new King, Jesus 

Christ; but he also accomplished a third task 
when he wrote his book.

The Believer: He Introduced a New People

This new people, of course, was the church. 

Matthew is the only Gospel writer to use 
the word church (Matt. 16:18; 18:17). 



Matthew 16:18
And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build My church, and the gates of 

Hades shall not prevail against it. 

Matthew 18:17
And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the 

church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, 
let him be to you like a heathen and a tax 

collector.



The Greek word translated church means 
"a called-out assembly." 

In the New Testament, for the most part, this 
word refers to a local assembly of believers. 

In the Old Testament, Israel was God's called-out 
people, beginning with the call of Abraham (Gen. 

12:1; Deut. 7:6-8). In fact, Stephen called the 
nation of Israel "the church [assembly] in the 
wilderness" (Acts 7:38), for they were God's 

called-out people.



But the New Testament church is a different people, for 
it is composed of both Jews and Gentiles. In this 

church there were no racial distinctions (Gal. 3:28). 

Even though Matthew wrote primarily for the Jews, he 
has a "universal" element in his book that includes the 

Gentiles. 
The wise men (Matt. 2:1-12). 

Jesus performed miracles for Gentiles and 
even commended them for their faith 

(Matt. 8:5-13; 15:21-28). 



There were only believing Jews and believing 
Jewish proselytes in the church at the beginning 
(Acts 2-7). When the Gospel went to Samaria 

(Acts 8), people who were part Jewish and part 
Gentile came into the church. When Peter went to 
the household of Cornelius (Acts 10), the Gentiles 

became fully accepted in the church. The 
Conference at Jerusalem (Acts 15), settled the 

decision that a Gentile did not have to become a 
Jew before he could become a Christian.



But Matthew anticipated all of this. And when his 
book was read by members of the early church, 

both Jews and Gentiles, it helped to settle 
differences and create unity. 

Matthew made it clear that this new people, the 
church, must not maintain a racial or social 
exclusiveness. Faith in Jesus Christ makes 

believers "all one" in the body of Christ, the 
church.



Matthew Opened His Heart 
and became a new person!

Matthew's own experience with the Lord is 
recorded in Matthew 9:9-17; and it is a beautiful 
example of the grace of God. His old name was 

Levi, the son of Alphaeus (Mark 2:14). "Matthew" 
means "the gift of God." Apparently, the name 
was given to commemorate his conversion and 

his call to be a disciple.



This was not an easy decision for Matthew to 
make. He was a native of Capernaum, and 

Capernaum had rejected the Lord (Matt. 11:23). 

Matthew was a well-known businessman in the 
city, and his old friends probably persecuted him. 

Certainly Matthew lost a good deal of income 
when he left all to follow Christ.



Matthew not only opened his heart, 
but Matthew also opened his home. 

He knew that most, if not all, of his old friends 
would drop him when he began to follow Jesus 

Christ; so Matthew took advantage of the 
situation and invited them to meet Jesus. He 

gave a great feast and invited all the other tax 
collectors (some of whom could have been 

Gentiles), and the Jewish people who were not 
keeping the Law ("sinners").



Matthew not only opened his heart and home, 
but Matthew also opened his hands 

and worked for Christ. 

When Matthew left his job to follow Christ, 
he brought his pen with him! 

Little did this ex-publican realize that the Holy 
Spirit would one day use him to write the first of 

the four Gospels in the New Testament.



According to tradition, Matthew ministered in 
Palestine for several years after the Lord's return 
to heaven, and then made missionary journeys to 

the Jews who were dispersed among the 
Gentiles. His work is associated with Persia, 

Ethiopia, and Syria, and some traditions associate 
him with Greece. The New Testament is silent on 

his life, but this we do know: Wherever the 
Scriptures travel in this world, the Gospel written 

by Matthew continues to minister to hearts.



Today

Will You Open Your Heart To Jesus?

Will You Open Your Home To Share Jesus?

Will You Open Your Hands To Serve Jesus?



And Then Jesus Came

And Everything Changed




