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Rainbow Forest

2020 Theme

“Declaring God’s Glory”
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Psalm 96:2-4 & 8

Sing to the LORD, bless His name; Proclaim the 
good news of His salvation from day to day. 

Declare His glory among the nations, His wonders 
among all peoples. For the LORD is great and 

greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all 
gods. Give to the LORD the glory due His name; 

Bring an offering, and come into His courts.

Rainbow Forest
Mission Statement

Connecting the Disconnected 
to Christ, Community and the Call

Our Purpose

To glorify God in everything 
we say and do
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Connecting Through the Word

“The Book of 
Remembrance”

Malachi 1-4

Malachi 3:6-18

“For I the LORD do not change; therefore 
you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 

From the days of your fathers you have 
turned aside from my statutes and have not 
kept them. Return to me, and I will return to 

you, says the LORD of hosts. But you say, 
‘How shall we return?’ 
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Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But 
you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ In your 

tithes and contributions. You are cursed with a 
curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation 
of you. Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, 

that there may be food in my house. And thereby 
put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I 

will not open the windows of heaven for you and 
pour down for you a blessing until there is no 

more need. 

I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it 
will not destroy the fruits of your soil, and 
your vine in the field shall not fail to bear, 

says the LORD of hosts. 
Then all nations will call you blessed, for you 
will be a land of delight, says the LORD of 
hosts. “Your words have been hard against 
me, says the LORD. But you say, ‘How have 

we spoken against you?
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You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the 
profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in 

mourning before the LORD of hosts? 
And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers 

not only prosper but they put God to the test and 
they escape.’”  Then those who feared the LORD 
spoke with one another. The LORD paid attention 
and heard them, and a book of remembrance was 
written before him of those who feared the LORD 

and esteemed his name. 

“They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, 
in the day when I make up my treasured 

possession, and I will spare them as a man 
spares his son who serves him. 

Then once more you shall see the distinction 
between the righteous and the wicked, 

between one who serves God and one who 
does not serve him. 
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Malachi
Means “Messenger”

We know very little about this next to the 
last of the OT prophets He ministered to 

the restored Jewish nation about 400 
years before Christ. The sins described in 

this book are found in Neh. 13:10-30.

"This is what God says," declared the 
prophet, "but you say..." and then he 

would answer their complaints. 

Malachi confronts the people with their 
sin and they respond with an excuse.

“But you say….”  A phrase that is used 
nine times in the book.
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In this book, we'll study what Malachi 
wrote concerning six of their sins. 

Unfortunately, these sins are 
with us in the church today.

1.  Doubting God's Love (Mal. 1:1-5)

2.  Dishonoring God's Name (Mal. 1:6-2:9)

3.  Profaning God's Covenant (Mal. 2:10-16)

4. Questioning God's Justice (Mal. 2:17-3:6)

5.  Robbing God's Storehouse (Mal. 3:7-12)

6.  Despising God's Service (Mal. 3:13-4:6)
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1. Doubting God's Love (Mal. 1:1-5)

Malachi 1:2 
“I have loved you,” says the LORD. But 
you say, “How have you loved us?” “Is 
not Esau Jacob’s brother?” declares the 

LORD. “Yet I have loved Jacob 

The first sin Malachi named was the 
people's lack of love for God. That was 
the first sin Jesus mentioned when He 
wrote to the seven churches of Asia 

Minor (Rev. 2:4), and perhaps it's listed 
first because lack of love for God is the 

source of all other sin. 
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God's clear statement of His love (Mal. 1:2a)

God's electing grace (Mal. 2b-3) Jacob

God's evident blessing on the people of Israel 
Malachi 1:4 

If Edom says, “We are shattered but we will rebuild the 
ruins,” the LORD of hosts says, “They may build, but I 

will tear down, and they will be called ‘the wicked 
country,’ and ‘the people with whom the LORD is angry 

forever.’”

The great privilege God gave them to 
witness to the Gentiles (Mal. 1:5) 

Malachi 1:5 
Your own eyes shall see this, and you shall 

say, “Great is the LORD beyond the border of 
Israel!”
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2. Dishonoring God's Name 
(Mal. 1:6-2:9)

Malachi 1:6 
“A son honors his father, and a servant his 
master. If then I am a father, where is my 
honor? And if I am a master, where is my 
fear? says the LORD of hosts to you, O 

priests, who despise my name. But you say, 
‘How have we despised your name?’ 

Eight times in this section you find the 
phrase "My name" (1:6, 11, 14; 2:2, 5; 

see also 3:16 and 4:2), referring, of 
course, to God's character and 

reputation. 
The priests who were supposed to honor 
God's name were disgracing it before the 

people and the Lord. 
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Offering defiled sacrifices on the altar 
(vv. 6-14)

Our offerings to God are an indication of 
what's in our hearts, for "where your 

treasure is, there will your heart be also" 
(Matt. 6:21) 

People who claim to love the Lord and His 
work can easily prove it with their 

checkbooks!  

3. Profaning God's Covenant (Mal. 2:10-16)
Malachi 2:13-14 

And this second thing you do. You cover the LORD’s 
altar with tears, with weeping and groaning because 
he no longer regards the offering or accepts it with 
favor from your hand. But you say, “Why does he 
not?” Because the LORD was witness between you 
and the wife of your youth, to whom you have been 
faithless, though she is your companion and your 

wife by covenant. 
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In marriage, a man and a woman become one 
flesh, and God is a partner in that union. Through 
marriage, the Lord is seeking a godly seed that 
will carry on His work on earth. Marriage is a 

physical union ("one flesh") and can be broken by 
physical causes: death (Rom. 7:1-3), sexual sin 

(Matt. 19:9), or desertion (1 Cor. 7:12-16). God's 
original intent was that one man and one woman 

be devoted to each other in marriage for one 
lifetime. 

Strong families begin with strong marriages, 
a man and a woman who love each other 

and want to live each for the other and both 
for the Lord. 

Anything less than that
is less than God's will.
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As Malachi continued his message, the 
people continued their resistance to 

God's truth.

They had already argued with him about 
God's love (1:2), God's name (v. 6), and 

God's teaching about marriage and 
divorce (2:14) 

4. Questioning God's Justice 
(Mal. 2:17-3:6)

Malachi 2:17 
You have wearied the LORD with your words. 
But you say, “How have we wearied him?” 

By saying, “Everyone who does evil is good in 
the sight of the LORD, and he delights in 
them.” Or by asking, “Where is the God of 

justice?” 
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Their words were cynical and skeptical. 
"We came back to the land, rebuilt the 

temple, and restored the worship," they said, 
"and look at the difficulties we're 

experiencing! Why isn't God keeping his 
promise? Where are all the blessings He 

promised through His prophets?" 
It was the age-old problem of "Why do the 
righteous suffer while the wicked prosper?" 

Malachi answered their question 
"Where is the God of justice?" 

by speaking about two messengers

"My messenger“ - John the Baptist 
(Mal. 3:1a)  (Luke 1:13-17)

The messenger of the covenant
Jesus Christ  (Mal. 3:1b-6).  
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Malachi 3:1 

“Behold, I send my messenger, and he 
will prepare the way before me. And the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come 
to his temple; and the messenger of 
the covenant in whom you delight, 

behold, he is coming, says the LORD of 
hosts. 

Malachi has proved that God is just. 

Now he discusses the fact that the 
people are unjust in the way they've 

robbed God of what rightfully belongs to 
Him.
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5. Robbing God's Storehouse 
(Mal. 3:7-12)

Malachi 3:7 
From the days of your fathers you have 

turned aside from my statutes and have not 
kept them. Return to me, and I will return to 
you, says the LORD of hosts. But you say, 

‘How shall we return?’ 

When the people heard Malachi call them to 
return to the Lord, instead of obeying that 

call, they began to argue with God's servant. 
Like many people who evade the issue by 
saying, "Define your terms! What do you 

mean by 'return'?" But Malachi didn't hesitate 
to tell them how to start returning to God: 
"Bring God the tithes and offerings that are 

rightfully His!" 
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Theirs was the sin of robbery in 
at least three different areas.

1) They were robbing God (Mal. 3:7-8) 

Malachi 3:8 
Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But 
you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ In your 

tithes and contributions. 

Tithing as an act of worship is as old as Abraham, who 
gave tithes to Melchizedek, acknowledging that 

Melchizedek was the representative of the Most High
God (Gen. 14:20; Heb. 7). Jacob vowed to God that he 
would tithe (Gen. 28:22), so tithing antedates the Law 
of Moses. However, tithing was officially incorporated 
into the Law of Moses as a part of Israel's worship. In 
bringing the tithes and offerings, the people were not 
only supporting the ministry of the temple, but they 

were also giving thanks to God for His bountiful 
provision for their own needs.
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Since God made and owns everything, He doesn't need 
anything that we can bring Him (Acts 17:25). But when 

we obey His Word and bring our gifts as an act of 
worship with grateful hearts, it pleases him. While 

1 Corinthians 16:1-2 suggests proportionate giving ("as 
God has prospered him"), there is no express 

command to tithe given to the church in the New 
Testament. Paul teaches "grace giving" in 2 Corinthians 

8-9, which is certainly beyond 10 percent. Many 
Christians feel that if believers under the Old Covenant 

brought their tithes, how could Christians under the 
New Covenant begin with anything less?

2) They were robbing themselves (Mal. 3:9-11) 

Malachi 3:9-11 
You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the 

whole nation of you. Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, 
that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to 

the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the 
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing 

until there is no more need. I will rebuke the devourer for 
you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your soil, and your 
vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says the LORD of hosts.
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Whenever we rob God, we always rob ourselves. 
To begin with, we rob ourselves of the spiritual 
blessings that always accompany obedience and 
faithful giving (2 Cor. 9:6-15). But even more, the 

money that rightfully belongs to God that we 
keep for ourselves never stays with us. It ends up 

going to the doctor, the auto body shop, or the 
tax collector. "You have sown much, and bring in 
little... and he who earns wages, earns wages to 

put into a bag with holes" (Hag. 1:6).

3) They were robbing others (Mal. 3:12) 

Malachi 3:12 
Then all nations will call you blessed, for you will be a 

land of delight, says the LORD of hosts. 

The remnant that returned to Judah after the exile had 
a great opportunity to trust God and bear witness to 

the other nations that their God was the true and living 
God. Had the Jews trusted the Lord, He would have 

done great things for them and they would have been 
a testimony to others. 
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6. Despising God's Service (Mal. 3:13-4:6)

Malachi 3:13

“Your words have been hard against me, 
says the LORD. But you say, ‘How have we 

spoken against you?’ 

As he closes his book, he points out four 
different groups of people and what they 

said and did.

The complainers (Mal. 3:13-15)

You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the 
profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in 

mourning before the LORD of hosts? And now we call 
the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but 

they put God to the test and they escape.’”  
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The believers (Mal 3:16-18)

There was a group of true believers in this 
remnant, and they remained faithful to the Lord. 

They feared the Lord, which means they held Him 
in awe and worshiped Him as the Lord Almighty. 

They met together, not to complain but to 
encourage and edify each other. They spoke 

about the Lord and they weren't afraid for Him to 
hear what they were saying!

Malachi 3:16-17 
Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one 

another. The LORD paid attention and heard 
them, and a book of remembrance was written 
before him of those who feared the LORD and 

esteemed his name. 
“They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in 

the day when I make up my treasured 
possession, and I will spare them as a man 

spares his son who serves him. 
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The evildoers (Mal. 4:1-3)

Once again, Malachi returns to the theme of the 
coming Day of the Lord when God will punish all 

evildoers. Sinners will be burned up the way fire eats 
up the stubble; they will become like ashes under the 

feet of the saints! 
But the true believers will see the dawning of a new 

day as the "Sun of righteousness" rises (Luke 1:78-79). 
Then Jesus will reign as King of Kings and His people 

will frolic like calves let out of their stalls!

Malachi 4:1-2 
“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an 

oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will 
be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them 

ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will 
leave them neither root nor branch. 

But for you who fear my name, the sun of 
righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. 
You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 
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The preachers (Mal. 4:4-6)

Malachi has been faithful as God's messenger, 
and he closes his book by reminding the people 
of two other faithful prophets, Moses and Elijah. 
The Law of Moses was still God's rule of life for 
the Jews, and if they obeyed, God would bless 

them.

Malachi 4:4-5 

“Remember the law of my servant Moses, 
the statutes and rules that I commanded him 

at Horeb for all Israel. 

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet 
before the great and awesome day of the 

LORD comes. 
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The Last Verse of the Old Testament

Malachi 4:6

And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their 
children and the hearts of children to their 

fathers, lest I come and strike the land with 
a decree of utter destruction.” 

It seems odd that the Old Testament 
Scriptures should end with the word 

"curse" or “destruction”.

When we get near the end of the New 
Testament, we read, "And there shall be no more 

curse" (Rev. 22:3). All of creation is eagerly 
awaiting the return of the Savior, expecting Him 

to deliver creation from the bondage of sin 
(Rom. 8:18-23). 
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We too should be expecting Him and, while 
we're waiting, witness of Him to others. For 
when the Sun of righteousness arises, it will 
mean either burning or blessing (Mal. 4:1-2): 

blessing to those who have trusted Him, 
burning to those who have rejected Him.

Nobody can afford to argue with God the 
way the Israelites did when they heard 

Malachi, because God will always have 
the last word.

For you, will that last word be 
salvation or judgment?
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