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“Declaring God’s Glory”



Psalm 96:2-4 & 8

Sing to the LORD, bless His name; Proclaim the 
good news of His salvation from day to day. 

Declare His glory among the nations, His wonders 
among all peoples. For the LORD is great and 

greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all 
gods. Give to the LORD the glory due His name; 

Bring an offering, and come into His courts.



Rainbow Forest
Mission Statement

Connecting the Disconnected 
to Christ, Community and the Call

Our Purpose

To glorify God in everything 
we say and do



Connecting Through the Word

Jesus Christ, Our 
Advocate and Protector

Zechariah 1-4
1 John 2:1-2



Zechariah 3:1-10 
1  Then he showed me Joshua the high 

priest standing before the angel of the LORD, 
and Satan standing at his right hand to 

accuse him. 
2  And the LORD said to Satan, “The LORD 
rebuke you, O Satan! The LORD who has 

chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is not this a 
brand plucked from the fire?” 



3  Now Joshua was standing before the 
angel, clothed with filthy garments. 

4  And the angel said to those who were 
standing before him, “Remove the filthy 
garments from him.” And to him he said, 
“Behold, I have taken your iniquity away 
from you, and I will clothe you with pure 

vestments.” 



5  And I said, “Let them put a clean 
turban on his head.” So they put a clean 
turban on his head and clothed him with 

garments. And the angel of the LORD 
was standing by. 

6  And the angel of the LORD solemnly 
assured Joshua, 



7 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: If you will 
walk in my ways and keep my charge, then 
you shall rule my house and have charge of 
my courts, and I will give you the right of 

access among those who are standing here. 
8  Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, you and 

your friends who sit before you, for they are 
men who are a sign: behold, I will bring my 

servant the Branch. 



9  For behold, on the stone that I have set 
before Joshua, on a single stone with seven 
eyes, I will engrave its inscription, declares 
the LORD of hosts, and I will remove the 

iniquity of this land in a single day. 
10  In that day, declares the LORD of hosts, 
every one of you will invite his neighbor to 
come under his vine and under his fig tree.” 



1 John 2:1-2 
My little children, I am writing these 

things to you so that you may not sin. 
But if anyone does sin, we have an 

advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. He is the propitiation for our 
sins, and not for ours only but also for 

the sins of the whole world.



Zechariah was a young man (Zech. 2:4) 
when God called him to minister to the 

struggling Jewish remnant trying to rebuild 
their temple in the ruined city of Jerusalem. 

The elder Prophet Haggai had delivered two 
of his messages before Zechariah joined him 
in ministry, and the two of them served God 

together for a short time. 



Haggai’s first and second message: 
August 29 and October 17 in 

the second year of Darius’ reign 

Zechariah’s first message:
November of second year 

of Darius’ reign



Haggai had gotten the building program 
going again after sixteen-years of inactivity.

Zechariah would now encourage the people 
to finish their work. God gave the young man 
"good and comforting words"  to assure the 
people that, in spite of the hard times, God 

was with them and would see them through.



Zechariah 1:13 & 17
And the LORD answered gracious and 

comforting words to the angel who talked 
with me….Cry out again, Thus says the 

LORD of hosts: My cities shall again 
overflow with prosperity, and the LORD 

will again comfort Zion and again choose 
Jerusalem.’”



The prophet had two major emphases as 
he began his ministry to the remnant: 

God was calling them to repent

God was assuring them 
of His personal concern.



Zechariah 1:2-4 
“The LORD was very angry with your fathers. 
Therefore say to them, Thus says the LORD of 
hosts: Return to me, says the LORD of hosts, 

and I will return to you, says the LORD of 
hosts. Do not be like your fathers, to whom the 
former prophets cried out, ‘Thus says the LORD 
of hosts, Return from your evil ways and from 
your evil deeds.’ But they did not hear or pay 

attention to me, declares the LORD.



Zechariah 1:5-6 (The Living Bible)

Your fathers and their prophets are now long 
dead, but remember the lesson they learned, 
that God’s Word endures! It caught up with 
them and punished them. Then at last they 

repented. "We have gotten what we 
deserved from God," they said. "He has done 

just what he warned us he would."



Again, like in Haggai, we are reminded 
that we need a Word from God!

Matthew 24:35 
"Heaven and earth will disappear, 

but my words remain forever.
Psalm 119:89 

Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in heaven. 
Psalm 119:160 

The sum of your word is truth, and every 
one of your righteous rules endures forever.



In Zechariah, 
“…says the Lord of host…” 

is used 44 times

Zechariah 1:3 
Therefore say to them, 'Thus says the LORD 
of hosts: "Return to Me," says the LORD of 
hosts, "and I will return to you," says the 

LORD of hosts.



The city of Jerusalem is frequently in the news 
these days, and people are asking, "What is 
the future of this ancient city? Can the Jews 

hold Jerusalem? Will it be attacked again?" The 
answers to these and many more questions are 

found in the Book of Zechariah. The city of 
Jerusalem is mentioned forty-two times in this 
book. God makes it clear that He is in control 

of the destiny of the city: 



Zechariah 1:14&17 
So the angel who talked with me said to me, 
‘Cry out, Thus says the LORD of hosts: I am 
exceedingly jealous for Jerusalem and for 

Zion. …Cry out again, Thus says the LORD of 
hosts: My cities shall again overflow with 

prosperity, and the LORD will again comfort 
Zion and again choose Jerusalem.’”



Zechariah prophesied at a time when Jerusalem 
was still in ruins. In 586 the Babylonians had 
destroyed the city and had taken the people 
captive to Babylon.  In 536, after the fall of 

Babylon, Cyrus permitted a remnant of the Jews 
to return to their land, and in 535 they laid the 

foundation for the temple. But the work stopped, 
and it was not until 520 that the Jews again 

began to rebuild God's house. This was under the 
preaching of Haggai and Zechariah. 



But Zechariah did not see a weak nation in a 
ruined city; he looked down the centuries 

and saw the future of the city and the 
coming of Jerusalem's King, the Messiah. 

He knew the temple would be rebuilt 
(1:16; 4:9; 6:12-14; 8:9). 

In Chapter 1, God calls His people to 
repent and comforts them and then 

promises to vindicate them.



In Chapter 2
God promises to restore His people.
The vision of the man with a measuring line 

who is measuring Jerusalem.  God is the 
property owner of Jerusalem.

Zechariah 2:5, 8, 10-12 
5 And I will be to her a wall of fire all 

around, declares the LORD, and I 
will be the glory in her midst.’” 



8  For thus said the LORD of hosts, after his glory sent 
me to the nations who plundered you, for he who 

touches you touches the apple of his eye: 
10  Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion, for behold, I 
come and I will dwell in your midst, declares the LORD. 
11  And many nations shall join themselves to the LORD 
in that day, and shall be my people. And I will dwell in 
your midst, and you shall know that the LORD of hosts 

has sent me to you. 
12  And the LORD will inherit Judah as his portion in the 

holy land, and will again choose Jerusalem.” 



Zechariah 3 and 4 focus on Joshua and 
Zerubbabel, the two leaders of the Jewish 
remnant who knew how tough it is to lead. 

Joshua was high priest and had the concern 
for the spiritual life of the people

Zerubbabel was governor and had the 
responsibility of managing the civil affairs of 

the nation. But their work wasn't easy. 



Zerubbabel was trying to motivate people who 
were discouraged and selfish, and Joshua was 
trying to educate people who were disobedient 
and sinful. Is there any hope for a defiled and 

discouraged nation, or a defiled and discouraged 
church or individual?

Yes, there is! God gave the Prophet Zechariah 
two visions that speak to us today and encourage 

us to keep serving the Lord no matter how 
difficult the people or circumstances may be.



Chapter 3
The Vision of Joshua the High Priest 

being accused by Satan

Chapter 4
The Vision of the 

Golden Lamp Stand



There were four persons in Old Testament 
who had a direct confrontation with Satan.  

Eve, Job, David, and Joshua the Priest

From their experiences we learn:
• The targets Satan aims at in your life
• The weapons he uses to attack you
• The purposes that he wants to achieve
• The defenses God has provided for you



Satan The Deceiver:  Eve

• Satan’s Target - Your Mind
• Satan’s Weapon - Lies             
• Satan’s Purpose - Ignorant of God’s 

Will          
• Our Defense – Inspired Word of God



Satan The Destroyer:  Job 

• Satan’s Target - Your Body             
• Satan’s Weapon - Suffering     
• Satan’s Purpose - Impatient with God’s 

Will      
• Our Defense - Imparted Grace



Satan The Ruler:  David

• Satan’s Target - Your Will
• Satan’s Weapon - Pride         
• Satan’s Purpose - Independent of 

God’s Will     
• Our Defense - Indwelling Spirit of God



Satan The Accuser:  
Joshua the Priest 

• Satan’s Target - Your Heart and 
Conscience                    

• Satan’s Weapon - Accusation           
• Satan’s Purpose - To Make You Feel Guilty 
• Our Defense - The Interceding Son of God



Satan’s strategy is to make the 
disobedient Christian doubly defeated.

The scene in Zechariah 3 is in heaven.  The 
setting is that of a courtroom:  God is the Judge, 

Joshua the high priest is the defendant, and 
Satan is the prosecuting attorney trying to prove 

Joshua guilty.

Satan appears to have a case because Joshua is 
wearing filthy garments.  (Priest were to always 

were clean white clothes).



The time of Zechariah’s vision: 
Israel back in the land after the Babylonian 

captivity.  But still committing sins…..

Joshua represented the people before God.

Satan’s accusations - just imagine them.

Joshua’s heart must have been broken.  
What defense did he have?



The same with us when we as 
Christians sin and disobey God.  

Satan attacks us in our conscience.  

“Some Christian you are.  You go to church, 
read your Bible, witness, serve as a teacher, 

etc. And look what you’ve done.  If the 
people at church knew what kind of a person 
you really were, they would throw you out.”



Before we sin while he is tempting us:  
Satan whispers,

“You can get away with this!:

After we sin, he shouts at us: 
“You will never get away with this.”

It’s enough to make a Christian 
give up in despair.



Satan’s Weapon - Accusation

When Satan talks to you about God, he lies.

When Satan talks to God about you, he 
sometimes tell the truth.  He is “the accuser of 
the brethren.”  He has access to the throne of 

God.  There he reminds God about the condition 
of His saints.  We know about this accusation 

because we feel it in our hearts.



We must learn to distinguish between Satan’s 
accusations and the Holy Spirit’s conviction:

A feeling of guilt and shame is a good 
thing if it come from the Spirit of God.

When the Holy Spirit convicts us, He uses the 
Word of God in love  and seeks to bring us 

back into fellowship with the Father.



When Satan accuses us, he uses our own 
sins in a hateful way, and he seeks to 
make me feel helpless and hopeless.  

Judas listen to the devil,  and 
went out and hanged himself.

Peter look at the face of Jesus, and 
wept bitterly, but later came back 

into fellowship with Christ.



When you listen to Satan’s accusations:

You feel hopelessness and despair 
and experience spiritual paralysis.  

“My situation is hopeless”  
“I’ve gone too far, The Lord would never 

take me back.”



Satan’s Purpose 
To Make You Feel Guilty!

Satan wants you to feel regret and remorse, but not 
repent.  He wants you to focus on yourself and your 
sins.  If you once look away by faith to Jesus Christ, 
you will repent, confess your sins, and find cleansing 

and restoration of fellowship.  As long as you feel 
guilty you are under indictment and you are moving 

farther and farther away for the Lord. 



True conviction from the Spirit will 
move you closer to the Lord.

Satan wants you to feel guilty.  
Your heavenly Father wants you 

to know you are forgiven.

Many churches and pastors help Satan out.  
You always go home feeling guilty and worn out.  

Major on guilt and forget to share the 
forgiveness of Jesus Christ.



Paul and the Church at Corinth: 

2 Corinthians 2:6&7
“The punishment inflicted on him by the majority 
is sufficient for him. Now instead, you ought to 
forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be 
overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. I urge you, 

therefore, to reaffirm your love for him.  In order 
that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not 

unaware of his schemes.”



They had heeded Paul’s instructions in his 
first letter and responded so that they made 

to offender feel so guilty and then they 
wouldn’t forgive him. 

Excessive guilt and sorrow can only 
lead to depression, despair and defeat.  

Sometimes even to destruction.



Our Defense 
The Interceding Son Of God

It is true that Satan stands at our right 
hand to oppose, resist and accuse us.  

But it is also true that Jesus Christ stands at 
God’s right hand to intercede for us.



1 John 2:1

“My dear children, I write this to you so 
that you will not sin. But if anybody does 

sin, we have one who speaks to the 
Father in our defense--Jesus Christ, the 

Righteous One.”



Hebrews 7:25-26  

“Therefore he is able to save completely 
those who come to God through him, 

because he always lives to intercede for 
them. Such a high priest meets our need-

-one who is holy, blameless, pure, set 
apart from sinners, exalted above the 

heavens.



1 John 1:9 

If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just and will forgive 
us our sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness. 



Remember the court room scene:  
Joshua the high priest is standing 
before God dressed in filthy robes.  

He is guilty.  Satan stands at Joshua’s 
right hand to resist him and accuse him.

But Jesus Christ is at God’s right hand to 
represent Joshua and to restore him.



This explains why Jesus Christ returned to 
heaven with wounds in His body.  

Those wounds are the ever lasting
evidence that He died for us.

Does God close His eyes to the reality of our 
sins.  Of course not.   God will never defend 

His children’s sins, but He will defend His 
children.  (Abraham)



When you listen to Satan’s accusations, you will 
focus your attention on yourself and your sins; 
and this will only lead to defeat and despair.  

But when you listen to the Holy Spirit’s conviction, 
you will look by faith to Jesus Christ in heaven, 
your Advocate at the throne of God.  You will 
remember that he died for you and that God 

cannot reject you, because you belong to Christ. 

It is because of the heavenly intercession of the Son of 
God that you and I can defeat Satan’s accusations.



Unconfessed sin in our lives is a foothold for 
Satan.  He will use that sin as the basis for 

accusation.   

Instead of feelings of conviction that bring us 
back to God, we have feelings of condemnation 

that convince us we cannot go back.  

Guilt destroys our joy, peace 
and our fellowship with God. 



Proverbs 28:13 

“He who conceals his sins does not 
prosper, but whoever confesses and 

renounces them finds mercy.”



The Vision of the Golden Lampstand

A Symbol of the Messiah
A Symbol of Israel

A Symbol of the Church
A Symbol of the Christian



Zechariah 4:6-7 
6  Then he said to me, “This is the word of 
the LORD to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor 

by power, but by my Spirit, says the LORD of 
hosts. 

7  Who are you, O great mountain? Before 
Zerubbabel you shall become a plain. And he 
shall bring forward the top stone amid shouts 

of ‘Grace, grace to it!’” 



There are three ways we can 
attempt to do the work of God:

We can trust our own strength and wisdom 

We can borrow the resources of the world 

We can depend on the power of God. 



Zechariah 4:12-14 
And a second time I answered and said to 
him, “What are these two branches of the 

olive trees, which are beside the two golden 
pipes from which the golden oil is poured 

out?”  He said to me, “Do you not know what 
these are?” I said, “No, my lord.” Then he 

said, “These are the two anointed ones who 
stand by the Lord of the whole earth.” 



The Golden Anointing Oil and
The Two Branches

The Holy Spirit is the anointing oil of God 
that is poured out on His servants!

John 15
Jesus is the Vine

We are the Branches




