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Rainbow Forest

2020 Theme

“Declaring God’s Glory”
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Psalm 96:2-4 & 8

Sing to the LORD, bless His name; Proclaim the 
good news of His salvation from day to day. 

Declare His glory among the nations, His wonders 
among all peoples. For the LORD is great and 

greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all 
gods. Give to the LORD the glory due His name; 

Bring an offering, and come into His courts.

Rainbow Forest
Mission Statement

Connecting the Disconnected 
to Christ, Community and the Call

Our Purpose

To glorify God in everything 
we say and do
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Connecting Through the Word

Zephaniah

“On That Day… At That Time”

Zephaniah 1:7-16

7  Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day 
of the LORD is near; the LORD has prepared 

a sacrifice and consecrated his guests. 
8 And on the day of the LORD’s sacrifice—

“I will punish the officials and the king’s sons 
and all who array themselves in foreign 

attire. 
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9  On that day I will punish everyone 
who leaps over the threshold, and those 

who fill their master’s house with 
violence and fraud. 

10  “On that day,” declares the LORD, “a 
cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, a 
wail from the Second Quarter, a loud 

crash from the hills. 

11  Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar! For 
all the traders are no more; all who 

weigh out silver are cut off. 
12  At that time I will search Jerusalem 
with lamps, and I will punish the men 
who are complacent, those who say in 

their hearts, ‘The LORD will not do good, 
nor will he do ill.’ 
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13  Their goods shall be plundered, and 
their houses laid waste. Though they build 

houses, they shall not inhabit them; 
though they plant vineyards, they shall not 

drink wine from them.” 
14  The great day of the LORD is near, 

near and hastening fast; the sound of the 
day of the LORD is bitter; the mighty man 

cries aloud there. 

15  A day of wrath is that day, a day of 
distress and anguish, a day of ruin and 

devastation, a day of darkness and 
gloom, a day of clouds and thick 

darkness, 
16  a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 
against the fortified cities and against the 

lofty battlements.
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Zephaniah 2:3

Seek the LORD, all who are humble, and 
follow his commands. Seek to do what is 
right and to live humbly. Perhaps even 
yet the LORD will protect you— protect 

you from his anger on that day of 
destruction.

Zephaniah

Day 
Used 20 times in 14 verses

“On that day… at that time” 
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Zephaniah is the 
great-great-grandson of King Hezekiah. 

Zephaniah preached during the reign of 
godly King Josiah, and it was a time of 
religious "revival" (see 2 Kings 22-23).

When King Josiah was twenty, he began a 
great reformation in the land, pulling down 
the idols and judging the false priests and 

prophets. He then began to rebuild the 
temple and led the nation in a celebration of 

the Passover. 
To all appearances, it was a time 

of religious concern and consecration.
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But Zephaniah saw deeper; 
he saw the hearts of the people, 

and he knew that their religious zeal 
was not sincere.

The reforms were shallow; 
the people got rid of the idols in their homes, 

but not the idols in their hearts. 

Zephaniah’s Message 
Three parts, 

two dealing with judgment, 
and one with mercy.

God Will Judge Judah 
(1:1-2:3)
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God will destroy Judah and Jerusalem
Three kinds of sinners described:

1. Those who have forsaken Jehovah and 
who worship only idols, vv. 4-5a; 

2. Those who worship both Jehovah and the 
idols, v. 5b; 

3. Those who have forsaken the Lord openly  
and want nothing to do with Him, v. 6.

The coming judgment - 1:7-18
He calls it "the Day of the Lord," 
a phrase used by several other 

OT writers, especially Joel. 

"The Day of the Lord" has a two-fold meaning: 
(1) Locally, God's judgments on Israel and Judah 

in the past
(2) Prophetically, that future time of judgment 

when God will pour out His wrath (Rev. 6-19)
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Words to describe “that day” (vs. 14-16)
The great day of the LORD is near, near and 

hastening fast; the sound of the day of the LORD 
is bitter; the mighty man cries aloud there. 

A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress
and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a 
day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds

and thick darkness, 16  a day of trumpet blast 
and battle cry against the fortified cities and 

against the lofty battlements.

In 2:1-3, Zephaniah 
turns to Jerusalem and Judah and pleads 
with the people to turn to the Lord and 

repent of their sins. 

“Before God's decree of judgment comes 
to pass, while there is still time, turn to 

the Lord and ask for mercy." 
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But the nation was content to be 
"religious"; and they would not turn 

from their sins.

Zephaniah 1:12 
At that time I will search Jerusalem with 
lamps, and I will punish the men who are 

complacent, those who say in their hearts, 
‘The LORD will not do good, nor will he do ill.’ 

God Will Judge the Nations 
Zephaniah 2:4-3:7

Philistia 
Moab and Ammon

Cushites - Egypt & Ethiopia
Assyria & Nineveh
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Zephaniah closes this second message 
with an appeal to his own people 

Zephaniah 3:1-7

If God judges the sins of the heathen, 
how much more will He judge the sins of 

Judah, the "holy nation of God"? 
He calls Jerusalem filthy and polluted.

God Will Restore His People 
Zephaniah 3:8-20

Zephaniah closes his message with a 
great promise: God will one day regather 
His people, punish the Gentile nations, 
and restore Israel and Judah to their 

land.
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Zephaniah's emphasis on "the remnant“

(2:7, 9; 3:13) 

In his day, there was a believing remnant, 
a small group of people faithful to the Lord, 
just as there is a believing remnant today. 

In the last days, not every Jew will 
follow the Lord, but the remnant will.

What were the believing Jews to do 
because of Zephaniah's message? 

They were to wait and let God 
work out His purposes.

Zephaniah 3:8 
“Therefore wait for me,” declares the LORD, 

“for the day when I rise up to seize the 
prey….”
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They were to sing and rejoice 
at the goodness of the Lord. 

Zephaniah 3:14 
Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout aloud, O 
Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your 

heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

Remember “On that Day… At that time”

Zephaniah 3:16-17

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
“Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow 

weak. The LORD your God is in your midst, a 
mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over 

you with gladness; he will quiet you by his 
love; he will exult over you with loud singing. 
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Zephaniah 3:19-20 
Behold, at that time I will deal with all your 

oppressors. And I will save the lame and gather 
the outcast, and I will change their shame into 

praise and renown in all the earth. 
At that time I will bring you in, at the time 

when I gather you together; for I will make you 
renowned and praised among all the peoples of 
the earth, when I restore your fortunes before 

your eyes,” says the LORD. 

Matthew 24:42-51 
Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on 
what day your Lord is coming. But know this, 
that if the master of the house had known in 

what part of the night the thief was coming, he 
would have stayed awake and would not have 

let his house be broken into. Therefore you 
also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an hour you do not expect. 
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But if that wicked servant says to himself, 
‘My master is delayed,’ and begins to beat his 

fellow servants and eats and drinks with 
drunkards, the master of that servant will 
come on a day when he does not expect 

him and at an hour he does not know and 
will cut him in pieces and put him with the 

hypocrites. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Acts 17:30-31 

The times of ignorance God overlooked, but 
now he commands all people everywhere to 

repent, because he has fixed a day on 
which he will judge the world in 

righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed; and of this he has given 

assurance to all by raising him from the 
dead.”
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Romans 2:3-11 

“…But because of your hard and impenitent 
heart you are storing up wrath for yourself 

on the day of wrath when God’s 
righteous judgment will be revealed. He 

will render to each one according to his 
works:…” 

1 Thessalonians 5:2-4

For you yourselves are fully aware that the 
day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 

night. While people are saying, “There is peace 
and security,” then sudden destruction will 

come upon them as labor pains come upon a 
pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 

But you are not in darkness, brothers, 
for that day to surprise you like a thief.
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The Lord’s Supper

1 Corinthians 11:27-31

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks 
the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner 
will be guilty concerning the body and blood 
of the Lord.  Let a person examine himself, 
then, and so eat of the bread and drink of 

the cup. 

For anyone who eats and drinks without 
discerning the body eats and drinks 

judgment on himself. 

That is why many of you are weak 
and ill, and some have died. 

But if we judged ourselves truly, 
we would not be judged. 
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